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1 8 Whoſe Spirit returned unto God who gave it, 
on the 22d of May 1783, in the 28th year of 
her Age 


ſoon | - 8 vac — — 
Being dead, ſhe yet ſpeaketh, Heb. xi. 4. 
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* HE following plain account of the 

1 Chriſtian Experience and triumphant 
Death of that truly pious woman Mrs. 
Agnes Smyth, will be highly uſeful, it is 
hoped, to many of the children of God in 


their pilgrimage towards Mouut Zion; and 


may be a means alſo of awakening ſome 


careleſs fouls, and ſtirring them up to ſeek 


the things that make for their peace, before 
they are eternally bid from their eyes, 


The writings which treat of Chriſtian 


Experience ſeem to gain an eaſy acceſs. to 
the heart; and as face anſwers to face in a 
glaſs; ſo there is a very near reſemblance 
between the trials of God's people in every 
age. Babes in Chriſt, who are unacquainted 
with the devices of Satan, are too apt to 
think, that none were ever ſo ſeverely tried 
as they are: but when they hear of expe- 
rienced Fathers in Chriſt, and Mothers in 
Iſrael, ſpeak of all the various mazes 
through which the ſubtil Serpent has led 
them, they are then convinced of the truth 
of the Apoſtle's words, there hath no tempta- 
hon taken you, but. fuch as is common to nan: 
and thus they are encouraged to perſevere 
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in the path of duty, and boldly to caft 
themſelves upon God, who is faithful, and 
who will not ſuffer them to be tempted 
above that they are able; but, will, with 
every temptation, make a way for their 
elcape, that they may be able to bear it. 
Here, the upright in heart, who are toſſed 
to and fro by tne cunning eraftineſs of the 
old Tempter, will find much conſolation 
and inſtruction; and even the adult eſta. 
bliſhed Chriſtian may be more ſtrongly con- 
firmed in the faith; Here they may obſerve 
the vital power of Chriſtianity exemplified; 
and ſuch godiy ſincerity, . ſuch: crucifixion 
to the world, ſuch ardent longings for entire 
SanQlification, ſuch deep ſelf-abaſement, 
and jealouly for the 5 of God, deli- 
neated, as can rarely be met with. May 
profe ſſors of every denomination mark and 
follow the example of this eminent Saint, 


fo far as ſhe followed Chtilt! - © - 
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ROM my earlieſt remembrance, I had a 


confidence in God, and a love for him, as one 
that loved me, and gave me every thing I enjoyed. 
I told him all my wants, and had ſuch 122 in 
praying to him, that I often thought I would be 
very unhappy, if I had not a God to tell my 
diſtreſſes to: particularly, when any of my dear 
friends were ill, I prayed to him, till I found L 
had faith to believe. he would raiſe them up; 
and indeed, I muſt confeſs, to the glory of God, 
he always hiſtened to my poor ſupplications, ſa 
that 1 ſcarce ever failed to obtain whatever 1 
aſked. | | 
L was very exact in outward duties, and thought 
myſelf not at all ſafe, except I read two chapters 
in the Bible every day; for which purpoſe, I 
locked myfelfup in a room alone (knowing that 
| muſt not do my works to be ſeen of men; and 
then came away light and joyful, thinking I had 
done my duty, though I ſeldom regollected a ſen- 
tence of what, I had been readiag; nor did it 
ever come into my mand, that the Scriptures 
were to teach me bow to live. I went con; | 
to the morning-prayers in the pariſh- church; but 
one day being prevented, I went apart and. read 
over the ſexvice for the day, When very little, 
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I got ſeveral of the Singing. Pfalms by heart, 
without being deſired by any one, and would re- us f 
eat them after I went to bed, till I fell aſleep, WF © 
hus I went on for ſome years, thinking myſelf 
PF beloved of God; and uſed to rellect, 
caven was made for ſome, therefore I ſhould | aha 
certainly inherit it, as 1 thought I knew none cluc 
more attentive to their duty than myſelf, The | Coe 
ſins I heard ſpoken againſt, ſuch as adultery, 
murder, drunKenneſs, pF Ec. I knew 1 oy 
was not guilty of, As to living in all the innocent WAR 
amulcments (falſely. ſo called). which the world * 
afforded, and defiring to be admired, I thought 8 
very allowable, and believed it a very good ſign, ea 
| becauſe every one ſeemed to love and Tpeak well ; 
of me. At this time, I ſcarce had conviction for | ture 
any {m, fo as to diſtrefs me, but unbelief. This 
ſometimes pained me very much; particularly at 
a dance one night, I was ſtruck powerfully that | 
J had no faith in the Son of God, as I found 1 —_ 
could not love him. This made me quite wretch- 
ed, even while my feet were moving to the 
ſound of the viol. I thought I would give any 
thing in the world to be able to love the Saviour, 
of mankirfd ; but 1 found it impoſſible. * If there 
+ was only God the Father, I thought I could love 
him, but my carnal mind found enmity againſt 
God the Son, which always continued, till I could oe 
call Zefus Lord, by the Holy Ghoft, His name then P 
was precious to me indeed, as my Father, my 
God, my all in all; ſo that I could never fince 
behold the Trinity, but in Unity; and it ſeems 
now as natural for me to pray to my Saviour, as « In 
to breathe; At this time, alſo, I began to reafon 1 
with myſelf, What occaſton was there for the left 
Son of God to ſhed his blood, when Fam told, 
if I be good, I ſhall go to heaven?” Oh! that 
Farents would learn from this, to teach their 
children early, that they are poor fallen creatures, 
who can do no good thing, till they are renewed the « 
by grace, through the all-atoning merits of a dying I 
Saviour, who was wounded for our tranſg gion, 
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and bruiſed for our iniguities, that he might ſave 
us from the Wrath to come. | 1-438 
Once 1 was tempted, when very young, to 
doubt the being of a God, which gave me great 
uneaſineſs, and made me very ſorrowful. I was 
aſhamed to tell any one of my trouble, as I''con- 
| cluded they would think me very wicked; but 
God, of his infinite: mercy, delivered me out of 
my diſtreſs, by a way which appears ſtrange 
enough, I took up a book-of gardening, part of 
which ſtruck my eyes, where it accounted for 
bog, which produces. turf,, as being compoſed 
of materials that floated on the waters, and reſted 
| in the valleys, at the time of Noah's flood, 
Inſtantly. I got power to believe that the Scri 
tures (which teſtiſied of that event and of God) 
were not cunningly-deviled fables, as I had an 
evident proof of it to my light ſtill remaining, I 
| then found the weight entirely removed from my 
mind, and all reaſoning vaniſhed. . 
As I grew in years, I grew m vanity, living to 
the deſire of the ſleſh, the deſire of the eye, and 
the pride of life. I was married very young, 
which I look. upon as a great mercy; for, no 
doubt, my vanity would have. increaſed more 
abundantly, had I continued ſome years unmar- 
ried, after 1 came to woman's eſtate, 88171 
Ihe Lord began early to thwart our worldl 
proſpects of happineſs ; as a rich uncle of Mr, S. 
{Archbiſhop of Dublin) died ſuddenly, without 
conſidering him in his wall, at a time when he 
intended (as we have ſince been informed) to 
give him the firſt living that dropped. Surely, 
In all my ways God's hand I own—his ruling 
2 I fee ;** but more eee + in this 
leſſed interpoſition in our favour; for, had it 
been otherwiſe, we might have glided down the 
ſtream with thoſe, who are living without hope, 
and without God in the world. Indeed, even 


then, I had a ſtrong perſuaſion that it would, in 


the end, work together for my good. 
This ſudden change in our worldly proſpects, 
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*eaufed' Mr. S. to look out for a curacy. One 
preſented itſelf, which ſeemed very advanta- 
geoufly fituated, being on the eſtate of a coufin- 
german, of moſt conſiderable fortune, Who made 
him very kind offers, if he would accept of it; 
telling him, at the ſame time, he could procure 
him the chaplaincies of the different regiments, 
that ſhould be quartered there, Oh, how ſhall I 
thank my God for keeping me out of this ſnare ! 
for, had removed thither, it is to be feared, I 
might have run into all exceſs'of riot, being a 
place almoſt dedicated to pleature ; but God 
amazingly fruſtrated our intention, by a clergy- 
man's offering to reſign his Curacy in Dublin to 
Mr. S. Which my dear mather begged we might, 
in preference, accept of, though in point of 
income not equal) as ſhe feared, if I went to 
a greater diſtance, ſhe might never ſee me more. 
We comphed with her requeſt, and tho! the gen- 
tleman afterwards broke his promiſe, by refuling 
to rehgn the Cure,; I truſt: I ſhall ever have 
reaſon to thank God, that we removed to Dub- 


hn ;- for there, at my brother-in-law's houſe, 


I frit met many dear children of God, commonly 
called Methodiſis. 

At ri, I thought it very ſtrange and unlawful 
that their minifters ſhould preach} without being 
ſent, according to the form of the church of 
England; and when I heard them apply any 
text of Scripture to reprove the vices of tho 
preſent age, I ſaid to myſelf, © Surely, this was 
only {ſpoken to the immediate followors of Chriſt, 
ſuch as the apoſtles, &c.“ When they talked 
ef their own righteouſneſs being but filthy rags, 
F thought this was very wicked, as they would 
make it no matter how people lived. I allo 
looked upon it as very proud and preſumptuous 
in them to think their tins forgiven, when I knew 
many people, that were a great deal more agree- 
able, Who faid, there was no fach thing attain» 
able in this life: but, though diſguſted with this, 
and other parts of their copyerſation, while in 
4 N 8 company; 
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nature, in a 


7099: 3} 
company, all they had been ſaying was brough# 
to my mind as I lay on my bed at night, and 
made me more attentive when I read the Bible 
to ſee whether theſe things were ſo ; and on 
ſearching, I found what they had ſaid was true. 
At this time, God began to enlighten 

underſtanding, as I perceived mankind were by 

fallen ſtate, and muſt be reſtored by 
grace. But the tempter finding his ſtrong holds 
likely to be ſhaken, tormented me with unbe- 
lieving, and blaſphemous thoughts; particularly, 
while reading the Bible, which I ſeared to open 


becauſe, at that time I was diſtreſſed with them. 


This was a ſore (croſs to me; for I loathed 
the imaginations, but knew not where to apply 
for a remedy, thinking to reaſon myſelf out of 
ſuch ſtrange notions, without looking to the 
{trong for ſtrength, 64% 4 * 
About a year before this, I was much preſſed 
by a dear friend to go with her, one evening, to 
hear a Methodiſt preacher. I felt a Kind of per- 
ſuaſion I ſhould receive profit if I conſented; as 
I had previouſly — I was in the preaching- 
houſe, which appeared all glorious within, bein 

lined with ſcarlet and gold: but having 8 
many objections to this ſect, which was every 
where ſpoken againſt, I refuſed in the ſtreet, and 
turned another way to pay a viſit. But, as if 
the Lord was jealous for his honour, a dag (whick 


ſome perſon had rolled in tar, and ſet on re) 


came running up the ftreet, with horrid yells. 
My huſband, who was near at hand, cried to me 
to get out of the way. I made a great ſtretch 
up ſome ſteps, and found myſelf much hurt. In 
two days after I left Dublin, intending to lie- 
im at my father's ;' but was ſeized with labour on 
the road; ſo that I was able to proceed no fur- 
ther, but- was delivered of a child in the eighth 
month, which died a few hours after its birth, 
occafioned (as it was thought) by the violent 
{right and ſtrain Which 1 bad got. I grieved 
kutfully at the loſs of the child; but I then, and 

oftentimes 
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oftentimes ſince, have thought, that ſhe way 


taken away, as a puniſhment for my dread{y] 
wickedneſs, in- fearing the creature more than the 
Creator. I 

In many other reſpe&s the Lord was pleaſed 
to correct and mortify me; but the heavieſt 
ſtroke was the death of my dear, my much belo- 
ved mother, who, I may truly ſay, was dearer to 
mie than a right hand, or à right eye, 
removal ſeemed to looſen me much from earth, 
as I thought, in the time of my trouble, that 
I could never more reliſh its delights, ſince ſhe 
was gone, Who was the tendereſt, the moſt affec- 
tionate of parents. My dear fiſter-in-law (to 
whom I owe ten-tliouſand obligations) was not 
wanting, on this occaſion, to ſhew me all tender 
Attention; and thinking, no doubt, chat affliction 
was a good time to ſow the ſeed of eternal life, 
Wrote -arid-talked-to me of the things that n.ake 
for our everlaſting peace. O my God, remember 
her for good } 118 
I was ſo ſwallowed up with ſorrow for my 


mother's death, that it might have cauſed my own, | 


had not my thoughts been ſomewhat called off, 
immediately at that time; by an offer Mr. S. had 
of a Curacy in the country, which was ſo agree - 
ably circumſtanced, that all his friends adviſed 
him to accept it, as he had been ſtrangely diſap- 
pointed of ſeveral in Dublin. I was, therefore, 
neceſlarily- obliged to give ſome attention to pre- 
pare for my journey, and change of - fituation, 
Which, I believe, was wiſely ordered of God. 
When the time drew near that I was to leave 
Dublin, my, repentings kindled within me, and [ 
began to feel a love to the people of God, which 
I- never: before experienced. The enemy then 
whiſpered; If you have a mind to be religious, 
vou will have no opportunity where you are 
going, ſo far diſtant — good people. But 
oh! he was a liar from the beginning; for then 
the Lord began a ſaving change in my hearty 
when I had no other teacher but himſelf, * 


Her 
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On the road, as we ſtopped at my; father's, houſe, 


| was ſeized with a moil viplent pain in my fide; 
The phyſicians preſcribed many things, but, for 
ſome time, it ſeemed all in vain, I cried, to 


| thoſe; around me, that I believed I Was dying, 


and that 1 found I had no ſaving faith in, Jeſus 
Chriſt, All ſcemed amazed at ſuch a ſpeech, and 
a relation of mine began to tell me how innocent 
J had always lived. But, alas! I found ſhe was 
a miſerable comforter, and that I mult die with- 
out hope, if I did not-obtain. an allured intereſt 
in the Lamb of God, who died to take away the 
ſins of the world. In ſome hours, God graciouſly 
| rebuked,., my diſorder; but what I felt in my 
ſpirit, at that time, made a laſting impreſſion on 
me. | 
When I recovered, and was able to proceed an 
my journey, We went to lord B——'s, at whoſe 
houle we. were invited to ſpend ſome time, till 
our. oon was put, in proper repair. The diſſi- 
pated life I ſaw this family and their acquain- 
tance lead, quite diſguſted me, and convinced 
me, more powerfully than ever, that the world 
lay in wickedneſs. IL. was often going to reprove 
hn, when, a horrible dread came over me; and, to 
ſhun. the croſs, I held my peace, though I ſaw 
them diſhgnour the God: 1 loved. However, 
the Lord; enabled, me to abſtain from many of 
their ways as from filthineſs, ſo that neither I, 
nor my huſband (who began now to. ceaſe from 
evil in many. reſpects] could ever be prevailed on 
to qoin them in cards, dancing, &c. which. for- 
merly had, been our favourite amuſements. At 
length, the houſe was fitted, for our reception, 
and joyful was Ito get into it, hoping to enjoy 
more. rational happineſs, when retired from the 
gay world. Indeed, before I left Dublin, 1 
thought on the bleſſedneſs of a retreat, from the 
Mole and buſtle of-earthly., purſuits, and ſeemed 
already to realiae the comfart of it. 5 

When, we were: ſettled in our houſe, I found 


* 


cn 

my ſoul began to hunger and thirſt for ſome 
book that would ſhew me the way to the kings 
dom of heaven; and God gracioufly directed me 
to read one, Which Mr. S. had providentially met 
with at an auction: ſurely, nothing could have 
been more ſuitable for me, who wanted ſo much 


to be ſtripped of my Yelf-righteouſneſs. I {aw 


clearly none could be ſaved, but thoſe who de- 


pended entirely on the blood and righteouſneſs 


of the Saviour of finners ; and I frequently ſhed 
tears of love and gratitude, on reading what he 
Had done and ſuffered for me, which made me 
hate myſelf, and thoſe fins which nailed him to 
the tree. I began alſo to ſee that the world had 
no ſaving knowledge of Chriſt, and mourned for 
their unbelief; and when I heard my acquain- 
tances ſpeak of any particular perſon being a 
good man or woman (though I knew them 
deſtitute of the love of God by their fruits) I ſaid 
„We muſt be /aved by grace, through faith, not if 
works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt.” | 

1 was led into a ſnare at this time, which may 
ſhew how little ſtrength we have to reſiſt tempta- 
tion, till endued with power from on high, 
Lord B— gave an elegant ball on his eldeſt 
daughter's birthnight, to which we were invited, 
Mr. S. feared to offend his Lordſhip, if we 
refuſed on ſuch a particular occaſion, though we 
had often rejected his daughters! ſolicitations to 
attend them to the public aſſemblies. I made 
ſome objeEtions; but he quieted my fears, by 
ſaying, © We will go there for an hour or two, 
and ſhew our diſapprobation by neither dancing, 
nor ſtaying to ſupper.” Alas ! it was only Satan 
transformed into an angel of light. When arrayed 
in my beſt apparel (which was rich and coli]y) 
I went to the glals, to ſee if all was right beſote 
T ſet out; but oh! what conviction ſeized me, 
being ſtruck with this thought, . How different 
wall you look, a few months hence, when, * 
haps, your features will be diſtorted in the 


'agonies of death,” 1 burſt into tears, and 1 


* | 
10 Mr. S.  T'think I had. beſt ſtay at home,” 
He was amazed, and aſked me, if I was loſing my 
ſenſes tand bade me make haſte, and come along. 
1 followed, with a heavy heart, Iike a fool to 
the curreftign of the flocks, When I was ſeated 
in company, the biſhop of D——, his wife and 
lady , began to rail at the Methodiſts ; though 
they confeſſed. they were uſeful in reclaiming 
prolligate drunkards, &c, I knew what they 
{aid was intended for me, and never did I before 
feel ſuch warm love ſpring up in my heart to the 
poor Methodiſts; and thought I would gladly do 
the moſt menial. office to ſerve any of them. I 
could not, be prevailed on to dance, and when. 
urged to give'aireaſon for, my refuſal, I replied, 
< The deacons' wives mult be grave,” which 
highly diverted thoſe. who heard me ſay ſo. After 
fitting two or three hours in pain, Mr, S. gave me 
a releaſe, by retiring before ſupper; when, I truſt, 

I bade; a final adicu to all ſuch finful pleaſures, 
One night, the miſeries of the damned were 
ſtrongly painted on my imagination, which kep 
me awake for ſome time after I went to =_— 
Thoſe who were adorned with coſtly array, and 
fared delicately in this world, ſeemed to me-the 
people, to whom the pains of hell would be moſt 
u{upportable, | | | 

began now to lay aſide my unneceſſary orna- 
ments, for my conſcience was much awakened. 
Being great with child, and the time of my de- 
livery drawing near; I began to fear I Thould die 
in child-birth, and found I was not prepared to 
meet my God. One evening, being much op- 
preſſed with this reflection, I fell on my knees, 
and beſought God, to let me know if this was 
his will, that I might be the more diligent. to 
ſecure a manſon in the ſkies. I took the Bible 
In my hand, and opened it in faith, believing the 
Lord would anſwer my prayer : then ſhutting 
my eyes, I put my finger on a ſpot; and was 
lurpriſed to find what was under it, viz. And 
the Lord remembered lier: rherefore, it came to paſs, 
| B when 
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then the time was come about, after Hannah had con- 


 cetved, that ſhe bare a ſon, and called his name 


Samuel, ſaying, becauſe I have aſked him of the Lord, 
1 Sam. i. 49, 20. 

I was loſt in wonder, love, and praiſe, on read- 
ing theſe words, which I conſidered as a token 
for good; and after returning thanks to the Lord, 
I reſolved to read a little, to compoſe my ſpirits, 
which had been ſomewhat agitated ; but how was 
1 again ſurpriſed, on opening the Bible a ſecond 
time, to find my finger on the ſame ſpot, which 
confirmed me that it was of God, I ran with joy 
to tell the circumſtance to Mr. S. who was walking 
in the garden, He ſaid, „My dear, you will 
have a ſon, and his name ſhall be Samuel.“ I 
thought this needleſs; however, when. the child 
came to be named, he would have him called 
nothing elſe, which ſurpriſed all preſent, as none 
of our kindred were called by that name. While 
in the womb, and often fince, we have dedicated 
him to the Lord. Oh, that he may accept the 
offering! My father begged that I might lie- in at 
His houſe in Liſburn, Which 1 had been accul- 
tomed to do. Before I went thither, I often 
dreamed of being in the Methodiſt preaching- 
Houſe, which I told Mr. S. and ſaid, I was reſolved 
to hear what was preached there, He endca- 
voured to diſſuade me, telling me it was not 
Worth getting the name of a Swadler by going 
once; and that if I did, it would ſpoil his uſeful- 
meſs, But, poor dear creature ! he was never 
truly uſeful, till after he got that name himſelf, I 
jaid no more, leſt I ſhould diſpleaſe him, but 
reſolved to go in his abſence, as I knew he mult 


be at his pariſh for ſome time before Eaſter. 


All this time, I did not ſee the neceſſity of a 
thorough change; but thought I might, in ſome 
meaſure, be the friend of the world, and the friend 
of God too; therefore, fearing to offend my 


Father, I broke my reſolution, and went three 


Sundays to the pariſh-church ſucceſſively. 


longed to hear ſomething of my Saviour's death 
5 8 an 
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and merits, but in the three diſcourſes, I never 
heard his precious name mentioned, except once, 
when the preacher ſaid, „The Son of God.” 1 
was grieved at not having food to nouriſh my 
{oul, and began to reflect that I was very finful, to 
let fear keep me from the Methodiſt-houſe, where 
I might hope for inſtruction. I therefore again 
determined to go; but not praying for ſtrength, 
evil ſhame prevented me, when meeting a perfor 
on the road, who, I thought, would ſuſpe& where I 1 
was going. For ſome days, this occaſioned great 
heavineſs of ſpirit, and ſelf-condemnation, ſo tj1.t 
I firmly reſolved to go the Sunday following, 
whatever would be the confequence. 

Hoping to gain my father's conſent, I told 
him I had a deſire to hear a Methodiſt-preacher, 
who, I was informed, was to be in town that 
night, He ſtrove to divert me from my purpoſe, 
telling me how imprudent it would be for a cler- 
gyman's wife to go thither. I ſaid, Ah, Sir, 
why will you prevent me, when you let my 
filter go once ? He replied, © Your ſiſter may do 
many things without being taken notice of, but 
you are grown fo ſtrange, that people call you a 
Swadler already.” I ſaid no more; but he, fear- 
ing I would follow my inclination, ſent for me 
into his office, and ſaid, “ Neſſy, you have always 
been a dutiful child; and now I charge you, as 
you value my favour, to quit thoughts of going 
this night to the preaching-houſe.” God, 1 
believe, inſpired me with courage, being natu- 
rally of a very timorous diſpoſition z for I replied 
at once, “ Sir, I muſt obey God rather than man, 
though you are my father.“ He ſaid not another 
word, being, I ſuppoſe, ſtruck with aſtoniſhmert, 

hen I returned. to the parlour, my brother and 
ſiſter ſcolded me ſeverely, but I did not much 
regard their words. ; | 

When the hour of preaching came, I ſet out 
with trembling feet. It happened, being a par- 

ticular occaſion, to be at the ſame hour as the 
church ſervice, My fiſter followed me to the 
B 2 church- 
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church-porch, and ſaid, Will not you come in 
here ?” I ſaid, „ No“ —and went on towards 
the preaching-houſe, with tottering limbs, and 
my cheeks covered with ſhame, leſt thoſe I met 
in the ſtreet ſhould ſuſpe& my intention. When 
J got into the houſe, I kept near the door, that 1 
might not be diſcovered ; and was ſo proud that 
T did not bend the knee, when the congregation * 
went to prayer, I reaped little profit at that 
time the enemy tormenting me with the thoughts 
that I had diſobeyed my fatner, and therefore 
ated wrong. I got out before the reſt of the con- 
gregation, fearing my uncle's wife, who was a 
Methodiſt, might ſee me and walk up the ſtreet 
with me, which would have diſtreſſed me greatly, 
On my return home, every one received me with 
Hlence ; however, I found my ſpirits much ligh- 
ter than before, and was bent on making a fecond 
attempt. 

I began to love every one that had the name of 
a Methodiſt, ſecing their ways differed ſo much 
from the maxims and cuſtoms of the world, I 
longed to live a ſtrict and holy life; but, upon 
examination, I found my ways and doings ſo 
contrary to the ſpirit of "Chriſtianity, that all I 
did ſeemed only fin : therefore, I feared I ſhould 
never be meet for the inheritanee of the ſaints in 
light ; as I rather looked 'ta my own weaknels, 
than Chriſt's ſtrength, being unmindful that it is 
God that worketh in us both to. will and-to do of 
his good pleaſure, But the Lord drew me with 
the cords of love, ſo that I began to delight in 
denying my corrupt affections, and became very 
temperate in cating, drinking, fleep, &c. and 
longed to be crucified, in all reſpects, to the 
world, 

When Mr. S. came to Liſburn, I informed 
him with fear and trembling, where I had been; 
but the Lord had fo prepared his heart, that he 
did not even give me an angry look on the occa- 


ſian, Surely the gaodne(s and wiſdom of God 
was 


| E 1 
was manifeſted in this, who did nat ſuffer a bruiſed 


reed to be broken. 

Having his r I went with better 
courage on the Wedneſday following, and joined 
in ſinging e of the Lord, which ſhame. 

revented me from doing before, Mr. P. preach- 
ed from thoſe words, Is not my word like as a fre, 
faith the Lord, and lite a hammer that breaketh the 
rock in pieces? Jer. xxiii. 29. I liſtened with 
great attention,. and every ſentence ſeemed to 
come with conviction and power to my heart. I 
returned home rejoicing, thinking I had found a 
pearl of great price, by Fearing ſuch a bleſſed diſ- 
courſe, and could not help extolling the riches of 
God's grace, for thus ſending labourers into his 
harveſt. This I did in the preſence of thoſe who 
were very much averſe to my expoſing myſelf (as 
they thought it} before company: but I felt great 
joy and peace, and feared not what man could do 
unto me, | 

That night, I think, thoſe 'words were con- 
ſtantly ſounding in my ears, and ſo eg on 
my mind, that I was kept waking for ſome time, 
& Caſt in thy lot—Caft in thy lot, —which I 
thought was a call from God, to unite myſelf 
with his deſpiſed children, who were looked on 
as the filth and oft-ſcouring of all things. 

After this, I went ſeveral times to the Preach- 
ing, though often obliged to pray for ſtrength 
before I ſet out, being apprehenſive I ſhould be 
itop ed before I got to the hall-door'; but when 
I 41d get into the ſtreet, oh, how light and joyful 
Ud I feel! I inquired the time of preaching by 
ſtealth, and, therefore, being miſinformed one 
evening, I ſet out two hours before the time, 
and being met in the ſtreet by my aunt, ſne told 
me I was too ſoon, but deſired I might come, in 
the interim, with her, where I would be happy. 
I aſked her, where ſhe would take me ? She aid, 
to Mrs. C's, I thought, © ſarely I will not go 
here; I ſhall for ever be called a Swadler.“ I 
refuſed her civilly: but ſhe till urged me to go, 
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and aſked me why I would not? I ſaid, it would 
grieve my father. She anſwered, „This cannot 
be your reaſon.“ I then ſaid, It would greatly 
diſpleaſe Mr, S. „ Oh,” ſaid ſhe, this is only a 
painted lion the Devil has raiſed up to frighten 
you.” Still the could not prevail, yet endea- 
voured to pull me by the arm with her. I 
ſtruggled to get looſe, obſtinately declaring, I 
would not go. She then looked at me ſtedfaſtly 
and faid, Oh, Neſſy, it is nothing but pride 
prevents you: I know you think yourſelf too 

ood to be ſeen at a poor baker's; but remember, 
the apoſtle Peter lodged at the houſe of Son the 
Tanner.” Conſcience ſmote me: I could not 
xeliſt the truth of what ſhe ſaid, but followed her 
like a lamb to the place. As I went along, I told 
her ſhe muſt not expect me to ſtay to tea; but 
I had not been long in the aſſembly of faints, 
when I grew ſo happy, and was ſo united to 
them in love, that I forgot houſe and home, and 
thought I would ſcarce go away, if they bade 
me. N 

One of the company lent me a volume of Mr. 
W's. journal, which removed a great deal of my 
prejudice, having heard this performance turned 
into great ridicule, by the biſhop of Exeter, ſome 

ears before, When 1 had read a little in the 
— I ſaw plainly, that he preached the goſpel, 
which was truly the power of God unte ſalva- 
tion; and was much quickened by reading of 
many, who obtained remiſſion of their ſins, were 
born again, &c. all which 1 knew were ſcriptural 


expreſſions. I then began to wiſh and pray for 


an aſſured pardon of my offences, and had ſome 
hopes to attain it, but thought I muſt be much 
better firſt. But the Lord ſhewed me the freene!s 
of his grace and ſalvation, one Lord's day, 
when, nag earlier than the reſt of the family, 
and ſtanding at the foot of my bed, I Was made 
happy above what tongue can expreſs. 

All around me now ſeemed. to wear a nc 


aſpeRt, and T thought I would not loſe the 1 
Pin 


toy 


pineſs 1 then enjoyed, for all the treaſures and 


leaſures earth could afford. The goſpel-plan of 
F-tvation, by faith in a crucified ane went cared 
to me in fo clear a light, as the only po 
to reſtore fallen man, that I was fwallowed u 
in wonder at the aſtoniſhing goodneſs of God. 
in thus ſending his well! beloved Son to die, the 
juſt for che unzuſt, that he might bring us to God. 
All that day I ſeemed in heaven: every thing 
I ſaw or heard only contributed to raiſe my 
thankfulnefs, 

When I went down ſtairs, my fiſter ſaid in 
ſeeming ſurpriſe, on my entering the room, 
« Why, Neſſy, 1 have not ſeen you look ſo well 
this great While.“ No wonder, thought I, but 1 
ſaid nothing to her of what I felt, being ſenſible 
ſne was a ſtranger that intermeddled not with my 
joy; neither did I tell any other perſon at that 
time, not knowing whether it was what the 
Methodiſts called juſtification, or not. All that 
I knew, Was, that 1 loved my Saviour above all 
things, and felt that he loved me; which convic- 
tion I thought J would not loſe for all the 
world, as it ſeemed dearer to me than even life 
itſelf, | 
I wenit that morning to church, with the reſt 
of the family; but I know not whether the 
curate preached good or bad dottrine ; for I was 
inſenſible to all outward things, being quite ab- 
lorbed in the love of God; ſo that, undeſignedly, 
my eyes were fixed quite heaven-ward, which an 
officer Who ſat near me took notice of, and ſaid, 
when he went into company, it was quite fright- 
ful to look at me, during the ſervice, | 
From that bleſſed day, how literally did I find 
theſe words fulfilled, If the Jon ſhall make you free, 
then are you free indeed. For, till then, I had been 
in continual bondage, through the fear of man: 
but now I ſound that, with every other weight, 
' entirely removed, fo that, in the evening, quite 
undiſmayed, I told my father I was going to 
| R preaching, 


i Sx 
8 oy mo Ra 


le way 


—— > 
ä 8 


—— — ——— —E—E— ro FR - 


W930 
2 
— — 


©. — 9 8 = a 
"OO. ARR py \ © 


A aa 


_ CEE — - 
— b, * 6 — 
— _—_— » - 
* —— —ͤ 
— k 


_ _ 
* „ 2 — % 2 
7 ———ů— PIC — 
— - — * — 
— _ — - 


2 
— — 
— 


= 
TEES ene — — 


* _——— IT 
VP - *— wow — 


* RTE <a Bd, = . 
3 
a 


[ 26 J 

22 and as I intended ſtaying for the 
ociety-meeting, begged he would not let my ſiſter 
wait tea for me. Oh, how {weetly did my hours 
now glide along! I ſpent all my time in my own 
room, alone; being entirely diſengaged from all 
temporal concerns at my father's, and Mr. S. was 
obliged to be abſent. It was with reluctance J 
even aſſembled with the family at meal-times. I 
debarred mylelf of a great part of my reſt ; when 
I did lie down, it was in perfect peace; and when 
I awoke, I was joyful to find that ſleep had not 
{ſeparated between me and my love, but that I (till 
retained my heavenly gueſt, 

A few days after Mr. S. returned, I awoke, 
one morning, in ſtrong labour, after a comfortable 
night's reſt; and in fifteen minutes, to my great 
aſteniſhment, was delivered of a fine boy. My 


| comm were not half ſo grievous as in all my 


ormer lyings- in, and, my heart being all the time 
fixed on God, whoſe love I felt, it ſeemed eaſe, in 
compariſon of what I expected to endure, I 
continued rejoicing till I began'to recover, when 
ueſtioning my eldeft little boy about ſomething 
relating to his ſalvation, he ſeemed very inatten- 
tive; at which I found myſelf ſomewhat angry, 
and gave him a flap with my hand, My con- 
ſcience reproved me, ſo that I felt great heavinels 
of ſpirit. Two other trifling incidents happened 
the ſame day, wherein I gave way, in ſome 
degree, to the ſame temper: but oh! what did I 
ſuffer immediately thereupon ! I felt myſelf a poor 
rebellious. creature againſt that God, who had 
done ſuch great things for my ſoul : but he, 
being long-ſuffering, and abundant in goodnels, 
enabled me, with prayers and tears, to ſue for 
forgiveneſs; and, in a little time, my former tran- 
quillity returned, | 
My dear huſband, having an argument with a 
lady ſome time after, produced me as a witneſs that 
God had power on earth to forgive ſins. I wes 
ſo overcome by ſhame, that, inſtead of teſtify- 


ing this glorious truth, I rather affected to be 
| ſurpriſed 
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furpriſed that he ſhould ſay I experienced ſuch 
a bleſſing. This denial, I believe, cauſed my 
beloved ta withdraw, and leave me in darkneſs; | 
upon which Satan tempted me to think the hap - 1 
pineſs I had enjoyed was only a deluſion; and, ' 
giving way to his inſinuation, I began to lament f | 
my want of a ſaving application of the Redecmer's 1 
merits, 160 
At that time, I heard of a friend's life being + 
deſpaired of, who, I believed, was a real Chriſ- i | 
tian. I knew ſhe had many worldly trials, which —_ 
I thought was a proof of her adoption; and I ji 
þ 
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thus argued with myſelf, + Surely, you cannot 
be a child of God, or you alſo would be afflicted,” 
In afew hours after, I was ſeized with an inflam- 
mation in my breaſt, which was afterwards lanced 197 
by a ſurgeon; but, though racked with violent 
pain, and in a ſtrong fever, the Lord appeared to 
the joy of my foul. He truly comforted me on 
every ſide, and every want feemed ſo ſupplied in 
him, that'there was no room for murmuring or 
complaining, Even in my bittereſt agony, light 
ſprung wonderfully into my ſoul. Every bovk I 
heard or read, became profitable to me. The 
Scriptures were ſo wonderfully opened to my 
uriderſtanding, and ſo applied to my heart, at 
times, When I was not reading, that I may truly 
lay, I Was taught of God, _ | 

once thought it would have been a (grievous 
trial, had Mr. S. been abſent at ſuch a time; but 
1 was now reſigned to the will of God in this: 
and, indeed, when he did return, I almoſt dreaded 
his prefence, being fearful leſt the creature ſhould 
mare any part of that heatt, which, for ſome 
time, ſeemed poſſeſſed by God alone. 

I' now began to ſee the firifulneſs of ſin; and 
was firmly perſuaded that my whole paſt life 
had been a continued ſcene of diſobedience: for, 
even after I'taſted that the Lord was gracious, 1 
was unwilling to ſacrifice all, but e: 
the article of dreſs, which had been my idol. 
had, indeed, for a long time reſolved, never more 
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to decorate myſelf as I had done formerly in full 
dreſs ; but thought I might ſtill indulge myſelf by 
wearing a genteel undreſs, which would prevent 
my being ſingular : but God plainly ſhewed me 
this was not his will concerning me ; that he 
required J ſhould dreſs as woman profeſſing god- 
linefs, not with broidered hair, or gold, or prari;, 


or coſtly array. It was particularly impreſſed on 


my mind to wear a mob, This conviction ! 
itrove againſt, thinking it would be a grievous 
mortification to me; but God feemed to ſay, he 
would not remove his heavy hand, till I was 
willing to ſubmit, At length, through his ſtrength 
] reſolved, that if he raiſed me from my ſick bed, 
I would dreſs as plain as poſſible ; and in other 
reſpects, would forego whatever he required of 
me. 

I recovered, through mercy, and retained my 
deſire of leaving a world of ſin and vanity, 
When I was ſufficiently ſtrong to take the air,! 
drew up the blinds of the carriage about me, being 
fearful that a variety of objects (which, for ſome 
time, I had been unaccuſtomed to) might call 
away my inward attention, and obſtruct that 
heavenly conſolation I enjoyed. The next time 
I went out, having company in the carriage, I 
could not make uſe of this expedient ; but, pul- 
ling down my bonnet, I ſhut my eyes: and oh, 
how joyful was I to get into my own retired 
room, where the Lord firſt viſited me with his 
ſalvation ! | 

For {ome time, I found a bleſſed guidance from 
the Moſt High, and communion with him. This, 
I often feared, would not continue, I inſenſibly 
began to loſe that perfect union with the ſource 
of bleſſedneſs, and various temptations enſued; 
yet I ſeldom wanted the witneſs that I was 3 
child of God : and when I did feel any ſeparation 
between me and my beloved, I mourned, and 
would not be comforted, till he again revealed 
* himſelf to my foul. 


After my recovery, my brother-in-law invited 
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us to pay him a viſit in Dublin, which invitation 
I thankfully accepted, hoping to be ſtrengthened 
by the people of God there. But how was I 
diſappointed to find many, who profeſſed to have 
received the grace of God, not crucified to the 
world. Some told me, I would hurt religion by 
my aufterity of dreſs and manner of living, ſaying, 
« The race was not always to the ſwift ; and the 
firſt was often laſt, and the laſt firit.” But God 
gave me plainly to ſee their arguments were 
drawn from fleſhly wiſdom ; therefore, they 
availed nothing with me. My fleſh, indeed, 'often 
luſted againſt the ſpirit : particularly when I ſaw 
any pretty *cap, &c. on my acquaintances, the 
Devil would whiſper, „ This would become you 
very well ;” But J rejected the thought, knowing 
if gave way to any ſinful indulgence, it would 
in the end prove a curle to me: and, bleſſed be 
God! in a few months he gave me an entire 
victory over this corruption, all defire' to orna- 
ment my perſon being taken from me; and when 
I met others in gay apparel, it no longer cap- 
tivated my eye, or enſnared my heart. I only felt 
lorrow for their folly, and ſeemed as if I had never 
been converſant with ſuch things. 

The Lord's wiſdom, in leading me to take u 
this part of the croſs, is quite evident, from the 
effect it produced; as it rendered me quite con- 
temptible in the eyes of my worldly acquaintance, 
who ſoon after declined all connection with me, 
which I know was quite neceſſary for the profit 
of my ſoul. Indeed, I could not help telling 
them of the lovelineſs of my Saviour, and recom- 
mending them to ſeek the ſame mercy which I 
had found, This, no doubt, was another cauſe 
of their diſguſt. In many other reſpe&s, alſo, 
| found that plain modeſt apparel was profitable 
for this life, as well as the life to come, by the 
prelent peace it brought to my mind, and by 
delivering me from a multiplicity of cares; ſo 
that I experienced wiſdom's ways to be truly 
ways ol pleaſantneſs. 
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the great man of the pariſh, who. lived in the 


the dioceſe, who ſummoned Mr, S. to a trial: 
when he was enabled, before the rulers of this 


whereby they could give ſentence againſt him 48 


. that he could rejoice in being counted worthy to 
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For my own part, I can truly ſay, “ None of theſe 
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My dear partner, being like wiſe convinced of 
the truth, now began to contend for the faith 
once delivered, to the laints; and, thinking it 
his boundenduty, wrote a fetter of admonition 19 


Horrid {in of adultery. This, it is to be. feared, 
did not anſwer any good end, as to his lordſhip ; 
but, I believe, it brought about the deſigns of 
Providence in regard to us; for he ſoon after 
gave us, warning to quit his houſe, and having 
deſired that none of the pariſhioners (Who were 
tenants at will to him) ſhould receive us into 
their habitations, we were obliged to take ſhelter 
in a very little cabin, the owner of which hap- 

ened to live under. another landlord,. Here we 
ſuffered the want of many things, being deprived 
of horſe and cow, &c. as no grazing could be 
had: but glory be to God! we. were enabled to 
welcome, theſe, as well as many other croſſes, 
frmly believing they would, all work together 
for our eternal good; Indeed, I found a great 
Pleaſure. in being conformed, in {ome degree, to 
my Saviour's Iufferings, who had not where to 
lay his head. 

Soon after, a petition was ſent to the biſhop of 


world, to give a public teſtimony to the truth, 
proving that the doctrine he taught was agrecable 
to that. of the church of England, and to the 
oracles of God: and though nothing was found, 


guilty, they fulfilled the Scripture by depriving 
him of his Cure, through an illegal ſtretch of 
power. But thankſgiving. and praiſe be unto 
God, who ſtrengthened and comforted hum 10, 


ſuffer-ſhame for his dear ſake, who endured the 
contradiction of ſinners, in the days of his fleſh. 


things move me, neither do I count my life dear 
unto myſelf, ſo that I may finiſh my courle with 
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Mr. S. by being thus removed from his Cures 
became much more extenſively uſeful ; many, in 
diſtant parts, being able to teſtify, that he has 
been their ſpiritual father in Chriſt Jeſus. The. 
Lord particularly bleſſed his word in an adjoining 
pariſh, * where he was favoured, with à great 
number of ſeals to his miniſtry. We find the 
Lord's promiſe fulfilled, that they, who ſeek the 
kingdom of God and his righteouſnefs, fhall have 
all things neceſſary for this life added unto them: 
for, we never wanted food, nor raiment, an 
therefore, I truſt the Lord's paſt mercies will 
ever beget in us a bleſſed confidence that he 
wilkgive us to the end what is needful for us. 
Satan has laid many ſnares for my ſoul, but 
hitherto the Lord hath helped me; and I have 
hopes, through Chrift ſtrengthening me, that 1 
ſhall be more than conqueror at laſt. I know, 
and feel myſelf, weak as helpleſs: infaricy ; but in 
the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength, O my God, 
root out every plant that is not of thy right-hand 
planting ! * | 2 j 
That all my pow'rs, with all their might, 
In thy fole glory may unite,” 


Indeed, I have often thought I can never be 
perfectly happy, till Self be entirely deſtroyed: 
till all T have, and all I am, be given 7 7 
Oh! when will the happy hour come, when all 
the rebellious motions of corrupt. nature ſhalk be 
ſubdued! When the King of kings! ſhalt load 
n captive, and every ſheaf bow to his 

af +" Lbs 

It was chiefly for the benefit of my dear chil- 
dren, that I wrote this account of the Lord's mer- 
cies to my guilty ſoul, not knowing how ſdon I 
may be called hence. Oh! may they all chuſe 
the Lord for their God; and, in ſo doing, ſecure 
that one thing needful, Which will render them 
happy in life and in death. O my God, remem- 
ber the children thou haſt given me, for good! 

11 | C Pring 
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Bring them into thy fold, and ſave them amongſt 
the number of the true Iſraclites, that they may 
: be thine, in the day that thou, makeſt up thy 
Jewels ! And oh!] as thou haſt hitherto been my 
father and my friend, ſuffer me not, for any pains 
of death, to fall away from thee; but enable me 
to give up my breath, in ſure and certain hope of 
2 joyſul reſurrection unto eternal life, 5 8801 the 
merits of my bleſſed Lord and Saviour, Jelus 
Chriſt, to whom be aſcribed all the glory o! 
bringing me a loſt ſinner unto God ! 


CCC 
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Some farther Account, &c. 
Written in the Year 1780. 


S I was much led to ſelf-denial, from the 
time I was truly awakened to ſee that the 
kingdom of heaven fuffereth violence; the enemy 
took advantage of this divine leading, to bring 
me into "dreadful bondage. I frequently faſted 
twice in the week, and, at other times, kept the 
ſtricteſt bridle on my appetite. Being ignorant 
of thecvice of the Tempter, I proceeded ſtill to 
greater lengths, ſo that, for ſome. weeks, I was 
Aalnioft ftarved, as I ſcarce took a morſel into my 
mouth but this perverted Scripture, was ſound- 
p ing in my ears, To the pure all things are pure, but 
ri unto them who are defiled is nothing pure. Thus | 
i thought eating only added to my. condemnation, 
| whilc I found any corruption {tir in my heart; 
and whenever I perceived the leaſt deviation in 


[1 thought, word, or deed, I Was fare to abſtain 
Þ from the next meal, if I could poſſibly accompliſh 
i it. This, indeed, was not always the calc ; for, 
5 hen Mr. S. was at home, and ſaw-l did not take 
* ' ſuſicient ſood to ſupport my animal frame, he 
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conſtrained me to eat. The following words, alſo, 
were frequently brought to my remembrance at 


that time, Man doth not live by bread alone; ſo that 
I thought, as our Lord had faſted the grey days he 
e ſhould 


totally refrain from food, till either the anguiſh of 


my ſoul ſhould ceaſe, or the body be no longer 


able to ſupport itſelf, Surely, it may truly be 
ſaid, that God maketh all things to work together 
for good to his children: for I have oftentimes 
ſince thought, and believed, this helped to mortify 
the old man, and bring my body into ſubjection to 
the Spirit, 47h | 

About this time, I met with Ralph Mather, 


at the houſe of one of the Methodiſts, with whom 


J was drinking tea. When a cup was offered 


him, he refuſed ; and being aſked his reaſon for 


not taking it, an{wered, © It was not ſuitable for 
a follower of the crucifhed Jeſus to indulge the 
fleſh,” :] was amazed, and thought, * Surely, 
this man is of God ;” and then I ſoftly ſlipt my 
cup on the table, thinking, if it was wrong in 
him to indulge the fleſh, it was equally ſo in me. 
When I heard him ſpeak further on ſelf-denial, I 
was more and more convinced that he was the 
ſervant of the Moſt High, as every thing almoſt 
he abſtained from, I had been led to deny myſelf 
of, long before I met with any perſon, who ſeemed 
to think ſuch mortification neceſſary. The next 
day I ſpent in his company, ,when he made'no 


ſcruple to ſay, that * Marriage was only licenſed. 


fornication,” His appearance was truly Chriſ- 
tian-like, ſo that I ſwallowed. down all he ſaid, 
thinking that he ſpake the words of truth and 
ſobernefs. Towards evening, I grew amazingl 
uneaſy, having it much on my mind 1 ſhould for- 
ſake my huſband, and all that I had, or I could 
not be Chriſt's diſciple. : e 
I found it a hard taſk to make ſuch a ſacrifice ; 
but at length, 1 reſolved to ſell all (as I thought) 
to buy the pearl of great price ; and imparted my 
intention privately to Ralph, who was not per- 
| C 2 mitted 
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matted to encourage me to it, but faid, «„ Some 
things were not ſeemly to be done“ (as he ſup. 

e I would follow him), and the next day 
wrote me word, that “ Every impreſſion that 
came on the mind was not of God, therefore 


Mould not be followed implicitly.“ Oh, what 


diſtreſs of ſpirit did I now endure! I thought I 
ſhould periſh for ever, and ſcarce ſaw any way to 
eſcape, I think it was the day following, while 
very fad and ſorely dejected, that I found myſelf 
led to fearch the Scriptures, which I had not 
power to do before, whether theſe things were az 
they had been repreſented.” One of the firſt text 
that ſtruck my eye, was, Ye axe called unto liberty, 
only uſe not your liberty for an occaſion to the fleſh, 
J inſtantly found power to bleſs God for the con- 
ſolation; and the reſtraint the text enjoined, I 
cheerfully aſſented to. ; 

- Soon after this, we removed to ourlittle thatched 
cabin, which was ſweeter to me than a palace; 
from the conſideration it was more confortnable 
to the ſtate of life my Lord was in, when he was 
a ſojourney, upon earth. Here I impoſed many 
auſterities on myſelf, and kept my body ſo much 
under by conſtant abſtinence, and frequent faſt- 
ing, that my fleſh was much reduced, though my 


health till continued. I roſe early, and late took 


reſt, refuſing myſelf evexy poſſible indulgence 
anſomuch that I thought it ſinful to. have two 
coats, while there was any perſon who wanted 
one ; therefore, I wore two gowns entirely out, 
without a change for either, 5 was very active in 
feeding the hungry, cloathing the naked, viſiting 
| relieving their neceflities, and abounded 
Plove as I had it in my Ito 


at that time, to diſtribute largely abroad, having 


ſold the beſt part of our furniture, my cloaths, 


&c. and the ruft of my money, thought ſhould 
not eat up my fleſh, at the laſt day; therefore we 
had it but a ſhort time in our affe on. 

Lam conſcious that I then thought more highly 
of wylclf than, I, ought. to think, and, in ſome 


degree, 


— 
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degree, defpiſed others, Who were not ſo careful 
to maintain ſuch good works ; therefore the Lord 
ſuffered me to fall into many errors, the reſlection 
on which, oftentimes to this day, makes me bluſn 
inwardly, I was frequently deceived" by the ſug- 
geſtions of the Tempter, which I miſtook for the 
voice of God. He often brought wreſted Scrip- 
tures to my ears, as he did to our bleſſed Lord in 
the time of his temptation ; ſuch as, Except a man 
forſake houſe and children, he cannot be my difciple 3 
therefore I denied myſelf (as I thought) by leavin 
my helpleſs. infants in the hands of ſervant 
whom Febeld put no confidence in, thinking I 
ought to truſt God, who had the hearts of all men 
in his hands, to incline theirs to take proper care 
of my little ones. 1 eig 
Hheing anxious and eager that poor ſinners 
might hear the glad-tidings of ſalvation, I was 
conſtantly urging Mr. S. to preach the goſpel in 
various places; and accompanied him in all kinds 
of weather, thinking I was doing God fervice, 
though unmindſul of the apoſtle's advice to the 
younger women, to guide the houſe, and give none 
occaſton to the adverſary” to ſpeak reprodehfully.. I 
was indeed guilty in this reſpect, though, atithat 
time, inſenſihle of it; ſo that when my relations 
ſpoke. hardly of me, as one who wanted natural 
aflection, I inwardly rejoiced, and could bleſg 
God, that I was counted worthy to ſuftertſhate 
for his ſake, Oh! what have I ſince ſuffered, 
on reflecting that, by my imprudent zeal, I became 
the occaſion that the way of truth was evil ſpoken 
of, I am now certain, much ſelf- love was mixed 
in this voluntary humility, and neglecting of the 
body; which, Pele rather fed, thau mor- 
tincd the corrupt man of the heart. Lord, im- 
pute not unto me my former ignorances ; but tet 
the true light of life hereafter enable me to diſ- 
ung between the ſpirit of truth, and the ſpirit - 
o error.! £258 R 1 

| As to the inward ſtate of my mind, at this pe- 
nod, it was very various. Sometimes; J appeared. 
: C 3 caught 
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caught op:infa the third heaven; at other ſeaſons 
I was almoſt in deſpair : yet I wreſtled, and 


a 
prayed, and cried, unte the Lord, and my inward 
agony, was often ſo very great, that there appeared 
an almoſt infupportable weight on my mind; ſo 
that I could +. no reſt, till I found in my heart 
a place for the mighty God of Jacob. I was 
eager. for the Conſolation of Ifraet to abide with 
me continually, ſeeking him rather as a/Comforter, 
Lc Sanctifier, and could ſcarce believe any fur - 
er than I could clearly ſee. I 
When Mr. S. was put out of his, Cure, having 
no further inducement, to ſtay in the pariſh, we 
removed into the next market-town, where he 
employed himſelf buſily in erecting a preaching- 
houſe. Soon after our ſettlement. in this place, 
two of my children were ſeized with the chin- 
cough, and the eldeſt with aworm-fever. Having 
then but one ſervant, her attention' was quite 
taken up with the youngeſt, and the buſinebs of 
the houſe; ſo that the entire care of the other 
devolved on me; and God permitted it ſo, that 
| Mr. S. was. ata. diſtant part, preaching the word 
i of life, from which. work I dare net call him. I 
had a moſt fatiguing time of it, as the child would 


| not ſuffer. any one to ceme near him, but myſelf, 
[ 1 lifted him in and out of the bed, without con- 
ſidering the injury I was likely to do myſelf, be- 
ing ſome months gone with child. 

f Though there ſeemed. but little proſpect of the 
children's recovery, for fome days, yet I found 
fl my will quite reſigned, One e indeed, 
ki aflailed me, which ſomewhat diſturbed the tran- 
1 ilhty of my foul ; namely, a fear left the eldeſt 
Hild would be accountable for the deeds done in 


the body, as I faw he did not repent of his chil- 
diſh crimes : but God, at length, graciouſly rebuk- 
ed his diſorder,” and when he began to recover, 
I. was feized in ſuch a manner, that the midwife, 
whom I fent for, declared I would quickly 
miſcarry; and au apothecary, who had po 


(58177 


the ſtats I was inz ſaid; I was in a very dangerous 
way. I heard this with a Kind of he inſet» 
Ability and. reſignation, not having my hopes full 
of immortality, as I had frequently before eä 

erienced, when, I longed to be diſſolved, and to 
bo with Chriſt. The, comforts of God ſo oft 
refreſhed me, in the firſt ſickneſs I had, after m 
adoption, that, in the time of my health, I almoſt 
withed to be ill again, thinking 1 would then 
have no temporal concern to interrupt my com- 
munion with God. But how was I amazed to find 
my ſun was gone down, ſo that my ſoul was be- 
come like the barren heath in winter. One only 
text ſupported me through this ſcene of fuffering, 
which came with power to my mind. No afliion, 
for the prefent, ſeemeth to be joyous, but grievous > 
nevertheleſs, afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable fruits 
of N to them who are exerciſed thereby. 

y father, hearing I was in ſome, uncommon 
way, employed. a ſkilful ſurgeon in Liſburn, to 
come and ſee me. I ſeemed to have the fentence 
of death in me; but he aſſured me, after inquiring 
into my condition, that he had known many 
omen in my way; and that if I kept quiet, and 
took care of mylelf, he believed it very poſſible 
. yet. bear a living child. His words re- 
vived me a good deal, and my fpirits grew much 
better; ſo that, in a ſhort time, I ventured to a 
feld preaching with Mr. S. which had like to 
hurt me maſt materially. 1 was, alfo, much 
weakened hy the great abſtinence I ſtill exereiſed 
my body with; for, my appetite being very poor, 
could not reliſh the coarſe food, and thought i 
wrong to indulge myſelf in delicate fare. How- 
ever, I began to grow better, and hearing Mrs 
W. was in the Ile of Man, I found a ſtrong 
melination, to accompany Mr. S. thither, as we 
were but about ſix or eight hours ſail diſtant. 
When I communicated my intention to him, 
he thought, at firſt, it was a wild ſcheme, and 
would make people think I was out of my fenſes; 
10 undertake a voyage atſuch a ſeaſon, Retiring 
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to aſk counſel of the Lord tn this reſpect, I had 
| thoſe words powerfully applied to my mind, Out 
f weakneſs were made ſtrong, . I returned to Mr $ 
more confirmed that I dught to go, which he con- 
Tented to; therefore unconcerned at what my 
xelations or friends might think, I ſet off and 
Nept- that night in a cabin near the ſhore ; and 
the- next morning embarked in a ſmall open boat, 
We launched into the deep, from a mgſt dan- pr 
6 point, which might have been avoided; 
but as Mr. S. did not chuſe to inſiſt on the boat- 
men's going lome what out of the way; I thought 
it my duty to ſubmit my will to his. In going We 
over the bar of Strang ford, where many veſſels 
had been loſt, and where. we were ſo near the 
rocks, that the men were obliged to keep us off | the 
by a pole, I was kept in perfect peace, ſinging, 
I'll paſs the watry deep, with - Jeſus in my 
view, &c.“ till ſickneſs ſtopped” my breath, 1 
was then removed into a little place, where I lay 
for about ſeven hours, on ſome ſtraw, without 
being able to turn myſelf to the other fide, What 
added to my diſtreſs, was, that my eldeſt child 
(hom I had taken with me, being fearful of his 
being corrupted by ill example in my abſence)had, 
been thruſt in at ſome little diſtance from me, and 
having been very ſick before he fell aſleep, he 
appeared to me as dead: and though I was not 

— a yard from him, I could not move myſelf bone 
ſo much as to be ſatisfied in my mind, whether it 
were, really ſo or not, but could only tarry the 
Lord's will. n 

At length, we ſafely arrived, and were kindly 
received by Mr. W. for whom I felt ſuch love 
and reverence, that I forgot my toil in his comp 
ny. When night. drew on, he inquired 1f onc of 
the brethren could give us a bed, which Was 
accordingly procured ; but ſuch a one, as! had 
never. been in before. Its being of | homely N Soo 
materials I would not have minded; but 1 Was 1 
ſo bitten with vermin, all the night, and !9 JACY 


diſturbed with the conſtant crying of a child 5 becau 
hv 
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| the. next room, which was only ſeparated from 
mine by a thin partition; that I was effectually 
revented from taking any refit to refreſn me, 
aſter my-wearifome, voyage. But as 1 loved the 
croſs, and longed to be conformed to Chriſt in his 
ſufferings, it appeared to me as if I did not meet 

with any trials. | e 
About half after four we were called up to 
preaching 5 and, after break ffaſt, it was prepoſed 
that Mr. W. ſhould drive me in a capriole to the 
next town, where he was to 000 that day, 
being about ten miles diſtant, He told me, when 
we got into the carriage, that he could drive a 
chaiſe forty years ago; but, poor dear man ! his 
hand feemed out, of practice, as I thought we 
| ſhould be overturned ſeveral times, At laſt, one 
of the wheels being mounted on one fide of a ditch, 
we were both pitched on a green plain, as the 
Lord in mercy ordered it; for had we been 
| overſct in ſome parts of the road, it is more than 
n we ſhould have been killed on the fpot : 
ut, truly, as Mr. W. ſaid, 7he Lord gave his angels 
tharge concerning us. | | 78 

I found no bad effects from the fall, at the 
ume; but, the next morning, when I attempted 
to-ri{e out of bed, I was amazed:to find I was 
ſcarce able to ſtir, and felt ſo ſore and bruiſetl, 
that I really thought it probable I ſhould lay: my 
bones in Douglas church- yard: but this was not 
the will of my heavenly Father; for, the next 
day, I was able to return on, horſeback though 

not without much pain and diſtrefss. | 


After ſpending à few days at Prei, we fet fail, 


| at twelve at night, for Ireland. On my paſſage 
: home, I found ſome little fear that had torment, 
| and was ſhocked to find my faith! ſo weak. 
j op ! what repeated proofs have I had of this, 
1 ince that time 1 | 
p Soon after our return, my father informed us 


expected to ſee us at the time of the Dowa- 
alhzcs, as Re was obliged. to attend there. This 
became a great ſnare to me, being over -· anxidus 

. ; make 
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„make things agreeable to him, ſo that, . Martha. lin 
like, -I was cumbered with! much ſerving, and my W 
Attention to the one thing needful much inter. 
rupted. But my God, who, in great mercy, hath on 
never left me unpuniſhed, ſent me my croſs to 
bear; for, when my father came, he informed me, 
that my ſecond lon, who was then at my brother's, 
had taken the (mall-pox. I ſeemed to have a 
preſentiment that his 2 was approaching, and 
found myſelf in much heavineſs, for the wander. 
ing of my thoughts; but my God ſcarce made me 
ſenſible of my fault, before he bound up my 
broken heart, ſo that I was filled with his love, 
and could commit the care of myſelf and child 
into his hands; 6 
In ſome days after, my father wrote me word 
that the child was in ſome: danger; on which 1 
immediately ſet off for my brother's, and found Wi 2 
him a ſpectacle indeed, ſo ſhocking, that I was ad- * 
viſed by thoſe preſent to turn away my eyes from We 
him. I felt his pains and ſufferings, which were 
really exquiſite, but could neither form a wiſh, or 
DIY for their removal ; the cry of my heart 
being, Thy will be done. It would have given me 
; es to have had ſome evidence of his future 6 
happineſs, but whether I ſhould have expected *. 
this from ſo young a child, 1 know not, as he was bel 
but four years of age when he died. One thing, "6 
however, gave me much pleaſure. I was informed 
that he had frequently laid, 5 I love you! love 
you ;“ and, ſurely, love is the beſt religion. He 
had been much endeared to me for ſome months 
before his death, as his underſtanding had amazing 
ly brightened up, and he uſed to fing ſome hymns 
. remarkably well. He frequently reproved m he. 
. brother's Iabourers for ſwearing, telling them they * 
would be damned, if they did ſo. The ber he | 
. fNlept with told me, that when he would get into 
bed, he would ſay, „Now, Peggy, ſing, Let ne bi 
to thy boſom fly?“ | 11 
My only uneaſineſs, at this time, proceecer 
from a conſciouſneſs that I had been leſs font 
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im than of my other children, What I ſuffered 
on this account, has frequently, prevented, my. 
ſhewing any, differenceſin my treatment of the 
other children 3 however IL. may feel a partiality , 
for one more than another, „ 
J attended my little, darling, till the evening 
before he expired, When my father came to the 
houſe, and; with tears in his eyes, beſought me to 
return to Liſburn with him, which, I conſented to, 
tho! reluctantly, from a belief that as my father 
deſired it, it was my ede obey him 

When tidings came of the child's death, I grew 
2 little ſick, but all was calm within, My father 
was now” Very anxious for me to inoculate. my 
other children; but I could not think it the will 
of God concerning me, therefore, I peremptorily 


| rejected it: but, to my great ſurpriſe, ſoon after, 
1 eldeſt boy {who L always thought had had the 
| ſmall-pox, while on the breaſt) ſickened, and, at 
, the beginning, was extremely ill. This, indeed, 
7 tried me to the uttermoſt; for I looked upon my- 
; ſelf, in ſome degree, as acceſſory to his death, 
4 having takenhim into a houſe to a prayer-meeting, 
2 where a child had died of that diſorder. It Was, 
„ eertainly, the accuſer. of the brethren that ſent this 
4 Wt ©) dart to bring me into bondage. I was, b 
6 nature, of a very. timorous, diſpoſition, which, 

1 believe, the ſubtle adverſary has. often taken ad- 
I vantage of, bling me with, fear, where no fear 
2 was, My chief comfort, in my trouble, was run- 
le ning down to che preaching-koule at all opportu- 
vs WT ies; though often ſo much burdened in mind, 


* that my tears flowed almoſt all the time I was 
there. I ſeemed, fore amazed, and, with ol 


„ f 
— Jacob, Was ready to cxy out, 1f, am bereaved of my, 
ney cldren, 1 am, beredved. Yet, I think, I never 
be aked his Jife, but conditionally, if. it were the 
"of Lord's wille and, therefore, God, who never lays 
mo ron us more than he will enable us to bear, gave 
his diſorder a favourable. turn, ſo that he ha 
de $5 fine a pock as poſhble, although ſo, very ill at the 
1 0 1 ni 2 . , 
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(WI: 
When they-began'to-blacken;/a furgeon cance; 
and requeſted to take ſome” infection from him, 


This 1 could not confent to, from the reflection 
that it was tke mighty Hand of God that had 7 
Drought him through, and that as 1 could not t 
inoculate my own children from à principle of t 


conſcience, I ought not to encourage others, to do 
ſo. 'This brought the reproach of many tongues 
upon me, and my refuſal was reckoned very ill. 
natured; though I told them honeſtly from what 
motives 1 could not comply. But, What are 
words (as Thomas à Kempis fays) but words“ 
Surely, the Lord hath often turned the fiercencys of 
man to hts praiſe; by enabling me in patience to 
poſſeſs my ſoul on thoſe occaſions, where my 
inotive Was miſconſtrued, not rendering railing 
r | Mt 
A coufin- german of mine (who had married 
Tome months before, and was a dear friend to me) 
prevailed: on her huſband to requeſt we would 
come and live with them, as ſoon as I was dcli- 
vered of my burden. This propoſal we were 

averſe to at firſt, being unwilling to be ſuch a 
great incumbrance and expence to any one; but 
they continued to urge it; and as my heart was 
much united: to the foctety in that part of the 
country, we at length conſented, on condition 
they would ſuffer us to pay £30 a year for our 
diet. We reſerved' £29 more for clothing, and 
other occaſional expences, our income being 
reduced to 50 a year; as we had voluntarily 
| reſigned the fame Tim which my father allowed 

ir. 8. annually, till he mould be provided for in 
the church : but as he had now put himſelf out of 
the way of preferment, by joining'the Metho- 
diſts, we thought it was not equitable to take 
conſtantly, what was only meant for a temporary 


* 
he time of my delivery now drew on, when 
the Lord was enges to give me a living child, 
J ſang the prai es of my God, from a melting 
ſenſe of. his fatherly care and kindneſs towards 

2 . c me, 


37 
me, both before and after my delivery; which 
the ſurgeon was greatly ſurpriſed at: but I did 
not mind who was preſent, as I pe ping vent 
to my gratitude in that way, both eaſed and light- 
tened my heart. dhe: rb FP 
I was much weaker, after this lying-in, than I 
had ever been before; but my love for eaſe or 
bodily ſtrength ſeemed crucified. The enemy, 
however, endeavoured to rob. me of my peace, by 
railing troubleſome ſcruples in my mind, which 
put me on many painful duties to the fleſh, par- 
ticularly reproving the wicked by letters, which 
I imagine now. was not of God, as I think it was 
not from. a, principle of love to him, but rather 
from a fear of puniſhment, if I did not follow 
thoſe impreſſions, which I ſuppoſed to proceed 
from him. I believe, in thoſe reſpects, Satan 


often transformed himſelf into an angel of light, 


and prevented my walking ſo comfortably with 
God, as I otherwiſe might have done. T ſhould 
have waited-on him for power from on high to do 
thole duties, which, without his aſſiſtance, were 
only a burden to me, being done grudgingly and 
of neceſſity. i MS * 
Before my confinement, I had looked out for a 
nurſe near the place where we meant to reſide, 
To all outward. appearance, ſhe ſeemed a very 
lwtable perſon ; but I had afterwards many croſſes 
from her great poverty, which ſhe had concealed 
from me. When I was able to go to her houſe to 
ice the child, I was ſurpriſed and ſhocked to find 
her only bed was ſtraw. Alas! my poor babe, 
thought I, how much more tenderly were thy 
mother and brethren brought up! I was, however, 
checked from giving way to diſcontent, from a 
conhideration, that many infants were worſe at- 
tended and provided for. The nurſe had promiſed 
to keep a ſervant maid, which I had really a right 
to expect, as I allowed her very good wages, but 
could not prevail on her afterwards to keep her 
promiſe ; ſo that I had the mortification to find 
the did almoſt the whole work of the houſe, 
| D Which 
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which I knew muſt materially hurt her milk, ang 
conſequently injure the child : but I faw no way 
to remedy this, as I was then in another perſon's 
houſe, and, therefore, could not bring my child 
home. | | 

Here I had a ſevere fit of illneſs, but my God 
mixed ſome ſweet ingredients in the bitter cup; 
and, by the time I had ſhaken off my diſorder, I 
heard my little Edward (the child before mention,, 
ed) was taken very ill. I walked to ſee him, in 

eneral, both night and morning, which my 
enfeebled body was ſcarce able to perform, as lie 
was nurfed above half a mile from me. At length 
his complaint turned to a mortification in his head 
and bowels. Mr. S. then requeſted my relation 
to ſuffer the child to be brought into the houſe, 
- that he might have all neceſſary attention paid to 
Him, which ſhe, with great good-nature, conſented 
to. By the ſurgeon's deſire, his head was to be 
dreſſed every time any eruption appeared; and 
this taſk I undertook myſelf, not having a ſervant 
of my own. I ſat up with him two nights ſuccel- 
ſively. O my God, ſurely, it was thy power that 
Kept me from any murmuring thought, when 1 
faw hisdear head rotten and black. I was obliged 
ary 1145 wo to apply cauſticks to the ſoreſt parts 
of his head, which would make the dear babe 
look up to me with a death-like countenance. 
When I now conſider what I went through at 
that time, I can only ſay, God perfected his 
ſtrength in my weak neſs; for, even now I ſhudder 
at the reflełtion of the angviſh and torture ] was 
obliged to make my darling undergo, which, I an 
. ſure, I could not ſee a dog endure, unmoved. At 
length, after a fortnight's illneſs, the Lord, in 
much mercy, releaſed him out of the miſeries of 
this mortal life. , 

The morning before his ſpirit's departure from 
the tenement of clay, I could not conſent to take 
any ſuſtenance ; but con inued in ſupplicat 
and prayer, that the Lord might waſh him from 


original corruption, and receive him 1 
; Q10M, 
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boſom, as no hope of life remained. . A dear 
friend, who. was with me at the hour of his diſſo- 
lution, ſaid, * When my child died, I — the 
Lord to mitigate his pains;“ but I could not find 
freedom to do this, being fully ſatisfied, they 
anſwered ſome valuable end either to the child 
or me, as God could not delight in his ſufferings. 

When he breathed his laſt, I returned God 
thanks, and ſeemed releaſed from a great burden, 
and retired to take ſome refreſhment. Weſat up, 
great part of the enſuing night, in the room with 
the child, having many of the friends of Jefus 
preſent, who ſpent their time in reading, finging, 
and prayer, ſuitable to the folemn occaſion. The 
next morning we conveyed him to the houſe ap hoint- 
ed for ali living, ſinging funeral hymns, as we went 
thither. An old acquaintance of mine met us on 
theroad, who faid as I was afterwards informed} 
that I muſt be very hard-hearted. When we 
came tothe grave, I ſaw his dear body committed 
to the duſt with pleaſure, thinking him happily 
ſheltered from the ſtorms of life ; and ſeemed to 
rejoice in the reflection, that, in a few revolving 
years, I ſhould probably be laid in the ſame ſpot 
myſelf, from whence I ſeemed to realize my Lord's 
appearing to judgment, when I ſhould for ever be 
happily ſhut in, free from care and ſorrow, in the 
kingdom of my Father, 

Some time after, I was called to a ſore piece of 
ſelf-denial, I thought I ſaw but too evident 
proofs that the perſon to whom my couſin was 
united, and with whom we lived, was one of thoſe 
with whom the apoſtle Paul ſays, we ſhould not eat, 
if he be called a brother. I reflected on the ſeeming 
ingratitude with which I might be charged, after 
the favours that had been ſhewn me by him and 
his wife; and this was a crime, which, even in 
my natural ſtate, I was unwilling to appear guilty 
of, I ſpent ſome reſtleſs nights on this account; 
and when I ſat down to meat, it ſeemed turned 
into gall under my lips, as forbidden fruit. At 
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length. I imparted the unhappy ſtate of my mia 
to Mr. 8. who ſeemed ſenſfible that we ſhouli 
Jerve not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but our own belly,. i 
we ſtayed there: and as he was to go to Do 
the next day, I reſolved, whatever would be th; 
conſequence, no longer to keep mylelF in condom. 
nation; and, therefore, with his conſent, promis 
to follow him directly on a car, with one of un 
children, | | 
1 The difficulty now was, how to make an aps». 
0 gy to my dear Kkinſweman for my ſudden departure 
_ trom her houſe. I found I had not courage 19 


1 tell her, till I got to Down, from whence Mr. 5, 
| wrote fully to her huſband, telling him the motive 
M1 ot our abrupt removal, and wherein he thought 

| his fault confiſted, This we had determined to 


he do, belore we left his houſe, What added to my 
1 croſs, was, that I knew my father's family, who 
lived little more than a mile diſtant from the place 
we had left, would ſecretly rejoice, and ſay, * 50 
would we have it—even that Methodiſts ſhould 
diſagree with one another.“ I was grieved, in- 
deed, that the way of truth ſhould be evil ſpoken 
of, but comforted myſelf in the reflection, that 
% The way of duty was the way of ſafety,” 
though ſome might be offended and hurt thereby, 
We took up our abode in a ſmall room, adjoin- 
ing the preaching-houſe at Down, which was 
built by Mr. S. for the accommodation of the 
travelling preachers. I found myſelf joyful and 
light, being happily freed from living in a ſtate 
of condemnation; and appeared like a bird el 
caped out of the net of the fowler, Here I under. 
took to dreſs our meat, and was otherwiſe bully 
employed, having only a perſon who came in the 
morning to kindle the fire, make the bed, &. 
which I had not ſtrength ſufficient to do, being 
{ome months pregnant, 
A little after this, a loving and beloved filter i 
Chriſt, wrote me word, that my aunt (mother to 
the perſon I had lived with) endeavoured t0 !) 


what ſhe could to prejudice the Society ag!" 
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me, by telling them that I deſpiſed Mr. W's wri- 
tings, and would only gead myſtic authors. Tis 
true, I found a peculiar attraction in the writings 
of thoſe Mr. „ himſelf had publiſhed ; but I 
was ſcarce acquainted with any others; therefore 
the charge ſeemed rather unkind, However, the 
Lord made it a means of bleſſing to my ſoul, 
finding 1 ſought my teſtimony alone from him, 
and could even rejoice in a reproached, know - 
ing that, in this inſtance, I did not ſuffer as an evil 
doer, 

My aunt had certainly been very uſeful to me, 
at my firſt entering into Chriſtianity, for which, I 
truſt, 1 ſhall ever be grateful to God, and her; 
but as I was likely to be hurt by following her 
counſel in many things (which I have fince ſcen 
to be neither expedient, nor profitable) I was 
warned from looking to her, for an example, by a 
dream I had, when fleeping one night at her 
houſe. I thought I was at the fide of a deep 
water, and wanting to get into the high-road ; 
whereupon, I climbed on a rock, and was aſcen- 
ding very ſurely, when I was going to lay hold 
on a wall built on the rock, but was prevented by 
a voice, as it were, ſaying, © If you cleave to the 
rock you are ſafe, but if you lay hold on the wall, 
as it is built by man, it will tumble with you.” 
I awoke, and knew the dream, and the interpre- 
tation thereof. This ſaved me from ſome {vares. 
Thanks be to God, who hath hitherto been my 
guardian and my guide, oftentimes reproving me 
by his ſoft fill voice, ſaying, . This is the way, walk 
thou in it.“ 

We now intended to look out for a ſmall houſe; 
but before our ſettlement, my huſband's brother, 
in Dublin, invited us to ſpend ſome weeks with 
him, in order to meet Mr. W. My mind, at this 
tune, wasa good deal hurt, and robbed of brother- 
ly-love, by contending for a reformation in the 
Methodift-economy thinking, from many Scrip- 
tures, 1t was their bounden duty to come out from 
ihe carnal church, and be ſeparate from the mi- 
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niſters of Antichriſt. But I did not then forelce 
the inconveniencies and abuſes that would fol- 
low, which I have fince learnt by dear-bought 
experience; and I now clearly perceive that (as 
matters ſtand at preſent with 1 Methodiſts) a 
ieparation would be far from expedient; nay, I 
fear, hurtful, Alas I. while 1 contended ſo 
warmly about theſe leſſer matters, I found much 
decline in that royal law of love, which is the bond 
of perfectnels. | 

I could not hope the beſt of thoſe who diſagreed 
with mein ſentiment, nor make proper allowances 
for their different leadings. Oh! how good is 
God, who, oftentimes, makes even our defects a 
means of future bleſſing to us; as, I believe, from 
going through this fiery trial, I have ſince had 
much more charity for others, who have delpite— 
fully uſed Mr. S. partly for wearing a gown, like a 
clergyman of the eſtabliſhed church. 

I was much dejetted, at this period, from a 
fight of my own nothingneſs, and utter unproſita- 
bleneſs, not having it any longer in my power to 
relieve the temporal wants of my fellow-creatures; 
and I had not then learnt to ſay, “ Thy will be 
done, This J am ſure of, from my own expe— 
rience, that it proves more grace to be fatished, 
when we can offer only the {ſmalleſt mite, accor- 
ding to the will of Providence, than to be ever 90 
liberal, when we abound, 

I was, likewiſe, greatly mortified to find, I had 
no longer power to ſpeak to the ule of edifying, 
at all times when I pleaſed. I much feared that 
1 had left my firſt love, and was terrified at the 
threatenings pronounced againſt all ſuch. One 
morning, before I left Dublin, I was awaked, 
much earlier than uſual, by thoſe words, as 10 
were, ſpoken audibly to me, As many as 1 love, 1 
rebuke and chaſten ; be zealous, therefore, and repeui. 
Surely this ſeemed a warning from God, to prepare 
me for what I have ſince ſuffered in body and 
mind. 


At our return to the North, we took a houſe, 
. garden, 
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garden, and field, very ſuitable and convenient; 
but as our landlord could not let us enter into it 
immediately, we thought (though we were invited 
by a friend) that ſpending ſo much time with thoſe 
who were ſtrangers to the way of peace, would be 
unprofitable. We, therefore, ur.dertook a lon 
journey, to viſit moſt of the principal Methodiſt- 
ſocieties in the North, 5 

When we got into our new habitation, with all 
my children about me (which had not been the 
caſe for two years before) I felt more than peace, 
even joy. 1 Pry God for his goodneſs, in 
giving me ſuch a ſweet retreat, after repeated 
itorms ; and often thought on thoſe words, Here 
will I dwell, for I have a delight therein: but ſuch 
was not the will of my heavenly Father, as he 
ſoon removed my ſoul far off from peace, fo that 
I forgat proſperity. I doubt not but my ſoul, in 
ſome degree, cleaved to the earth, as my children 


were much endeared to me, from having them 


conſtantly in my fight, and ſupplying their 
little needs. Oh, how good 1s the Lord, who, 
oftentimes, layeth trouble upon our loins, that 
we may never take up our reſt in any thing here 
below ! 

A ſhort time after our ſettlement, we heard that 
a very rich uncle of Mr, S. who had no children 
of his own, was dead, and had not left him the 
ſmalleſt trifle, This, however, was no matter of 
ſurpriſe to us, as we had counted the coſt in this 
reſpect alſo, when we put our hands to the goſpel 
plough, My poor father, who loved ourchildren 
dearly, ſeemed to be much diſtreſſed on the vc- 
cation, which was the only circumſtance that 
grieved me; but even in this I found my ſoul 
reſigned. When I firſt received the letter which 
brought the account, it ſeemed to ſay, + You muſt 
prepare to live low,” I acquieſced with the ad- 
monition, and thought, with pleaſure and reſig- 
nation, of removing to an humbler cottage. 

Soon after this time I had a ſevere fit of illneſs, 
and was alſo inother reſpe&s greatly exerciſed in 
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my mind, Had my evidence been clear for glory 
it would have calmed every anxious thought ; but 
I was all darkneſs and 9 Fearfulneſs and 
trembling ſeized upon me, and an horrible dread 
overwhelmed me. I could only compare myſolf 
to a perſon in a deep dungeon, under ſentence of 
death, and ſo faſt bound in miſery and irons, that 
he could not get forth, It ſeemed as if my fins 
had taken ſuch hold upon me, that I could not 
look up. All my paſt performances appeared ſo 
mixed with fin, that I ſaw nothing but what I had 
realon to be aſhamed of. When reflecting on that 
Scripture, No man ever yet hated is own fleſh, | 
thought I was an exception to this; for I truly 
abhorred myſelf, If I ſaid, with Job, My couch 
will comfort me, I was then particularly diſtreſſed 
in body and mind, fpending the greateſt part of 
the night in toſſing to and fro, with all the terrors 
of death around me and when I did doze, would 


wake ſo alarmed and unrefreſhed, that I longed . 


for the morning. | | 

Great part of the third chapter of the lamenta- 
tions was my experience at that time. Surely, 
it was a ſeaſon of fore trouble and diſmay ; and 
what greatly added to my diſtreſs, was, my fecl- 
ings for others were ſo exquiſite, that their ſor- 
rows became my ſorrows, though they were per- 
fect ſtrangers to me. The painful ſenſations ] 
underwent on this account, put me in mind of 
what is ſaid of our bleſſed Lord, Surely, he hath 
born bur ficknefles, and carried our ſorrows ; for it | 
was but told of the pain, or ſickneſs, or poverty 
of a diſtant perſon, it would amazingly increas 
my diſorder. I know not how I ſhould have 
ſurvived, if the Lord had not graciouſly taken off 
my mind the reſtraint I often had in regard to 
food, ſo that I could now make uſe of the crea» 
tures that wereneedful for my nouriſhment, with- 
out condemnation. Yet, though caſt down, and 
much perplexed, the Lord did not ſuffer me alto- 


gether to deſpair ; as he would {oractimes _ a 
: am 
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beam of light into my ſoul, though perhaps not 
for more than a minute, yet ſufficient to make me 
know he was with me, throughout the dark hour, 
Once, I remember, that thoſe words were apphed 
with ſuch power, that -I knew ſome fiery trial 
was coming on me (which, accordingly, enſued 
that night, by a ſevere attack of the bile.) , By 
this ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this ig 
all the fruit to take away his fin, O my Lord, in 
the end, I believe it ſhall be ſo. O help thou my 
unbelief! | 

Once I experienced a happy deliverance, while 
labouring under diſtreſs of ſpirit, and excruciating 
pain of body, which fo alarmed my friends, that 
they talked of ſending for a phyſician, when Mr, 
S. returned from preaching, In the interim, I 
begged a maid- ſervant to read the 12th chapter of 
the Hebrews to me, which ſo deeply affected me, 
that I burſt into a flood of tears. My heart, for 
ſome time before this, appeared like the nether 
mill- ſtone, but now the Lord truck the rock, and 
the waters guſhed out. At firſt I thought, 5 Sure- 
ly, this violent agitation will quite over-power 
my weak body ;”” but how 1 amazed to find, 
that the more I cried, the eaſier my breaſt grew ! 
My head, alſo which had been ſo greatly pained 
that I could not bear the leaſt light in the room) 
became quite well, ſo that, for ſome hours, I was 
aa from all complaint. Then was my 
mouth filled with the praiſes of God, and the 
Spirit ſo helped my infirmities, that I ſeemed to 
N by immediate unction from above; there- 
ore, when any one afked me a queſtion, it was 
painful to me to anſwer, if I did not feet that in- 
ward teaching from the Lord. 

After ſome hours, this ſtrong light began to de- 
Cline, and my bodily ailments returned ; but it 
icemed to ſay, with an expreſſive voice, that God 
had all power to kill and to heal, when he but 
Ipoke the word. | 
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Some EXTRACTS from her DIARY, 2 

a wick 

| x thou, 

dant 

EPT. 2, 1775. I deſire, O Lord Jeſus, to do beſee 

and ſuffer thy will. 1 have no power to help deür 

mylelf : Oh, then, work in me, both to will and wate 
to do, of thy good pleaſure! Let me be crucifed in m 

to this world, with all its delights. Oh, leave ne great 

not to the folly and vanity of my own perverſe lence 
inclinations ; Quicken me in thy righteouſneſs, ſhall 

Magnify thy power in ſaving me, the moſt unwor- of fi 

thy of thy creatures. Let me experience thy love, her 

which is better than the life itſelf, Grant that WW greſſi 
whatſoever I do this day may be to the glory of lef. 


thy name. I throw myſelf at thy feet: have Wi coun 
ciful 


from my wickedneſs, and cleanſe me from my ſin Oe 
for I acknowledge mine iniquity, and my fin is fayin, 
ever before me. Lord, take away this heart of have 
ſtone, and give me a heart of fleſh, Seal my par- to t 
don with thy precious blood, and grant that whe-· 0 Lo: 
ther I live or die, it may be to thy glory, and tte Lm 
{alvation of my ſoul, | The fe 

Sept. 8. My Jeſus hath died for me: he hath thou 7 
given himſelf for me. While dead in treſpall ith : 
and ſins, yet me hath he quickened, that I mig Vet, 
be a firſt-fruit of his creatures, I am weak in faite wong 
but he is ſtrong, yea, ſtronger than my corriP Whill 
tions. O my God, leave me not, neither for ſhould 


ſake me. Satan hath deſired to. have me buy quick! 
I ſhall be more than conqueror through to fuller” 
blaod. | | | de a ne 

Sept. 28. Why art thou ſo heavy, O my ſougW8'9unc 
and why art thou ſo diſquieted within me? Oggy be: 


put thy truſt in the Lord, for I ſhall yet give hit Oct. 


thanks. What though my heart and my fleſh fa 


Ine 


— 


1 


me, ſurely, the Lord will not forſake me, nor caſt 
me off for ever. 

My fins and iniquities have feparated between 
me and my God. I have heen daily treſpaſſing 
againſt him; but oh, my Jeſus, thy mercy re- 
joiceth over judgment, Thou didſt once ſuffer, 
the juſt for the unjuſt, and haſt ſaid, that If the 
wicked forfake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, thou wilt have mercy upon him, and abun- 


beſeeching thee to have mercy on me. Thou haſt 
defired all that are athirſt to come, and take of the 
water of life freely, I come, O Lord, not truſtin 

in my own righteouſneſs, but in thy manifold and 
oreat mercies. Caſt me not away from thy pre- 
ſence, but ſpeak the word only, and thy ſervant 
ſhall be healed : ſhall be ſet free from the law 
of fin and death. Then ſhall I leap as a hart, 
when I know thou haft forgiven my foul tranſ- 
greſſion. Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbe- 


0 lief. Let me ever rejoice in the light of thy 
ve countenance, for thou art my refuge, and my mer- 
ily ciful God, 
n Oct. 1. Mine heart longs ſore for thy word, 
is WY faying, oh, when wilt thou comfort me! Lord, I 
of WW have cried unto thee, Oh, let my prayers enter 
ar- into thy preſence, that my lips may praife thee ; 
ne- Lord, wherefore hideſt thou thy face from me ? 
the WHT! am poor, and in mifery, Oh be thoumy helper?! 
The ſorrows of my heart are enlarged, Oh, bring 
ath thou me out of my trouble! Mine eyes run down 
(os with tears. becauſe men keep not thy law ; and 


yet, wretched creature that I am ! I fear I am 
ith. among the multitude of them that do evil, 
Whilſt 
ſhould become a caſt away. O Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly, and fit upon me as a refiner's fire, and as 
fuller's ſoap. Conſume all my droſs, that I ma 
be a new lump, and give thee thanks from the 
ground of my heart, and praiſe thee whilit 1 have 
any being, 

Oct. 3. „ Thou, O Chriſt, art all I want, more 

than 


dantly pardon. Lord, I fall a leper at thy feet, 


1 J 


forrowing for others, I fear left I myſelf 


— 
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than all in thee I find.“ Comfort and ſupport me, 
till the ſtorm of life is paſt, Guard me, keep me, 
as the apple of an eye. Satisfy me, as it wert, 
with marrow. and fatneſs. O my God, what i; 
there on earth worth a thought! Bleſſed Saviour, 
who haſt redeemed me with thy precious blood, 
ſanctify me by thy Spirit, that I may be able to 
comprehend, with all thy ſaints, what is the length 
and breadth, and depth, and height of thy love, 
Which paſſeth knowledge, Oh, let the day dawn, 
and the day-ſ[tar ariſe in my heart, and ſhine more 
and more unto the perfect day. Oh, what is our 
life here, but as a vapour that ſoon paſſeth away! 


Grant, therefore, bleiſed Lord, that while Ire. 


main in this tabernacle of clay, it may be my 
meat and drink to do thy will, O thou Conſole— 
tion of Ilracl, thou halt ariſen with healing under 
thy wings on my benighted foul, Oh, do not 
viſit as a tranſient gueſl, but tarry, and abide with 
me for ever, even unto the end, 

Lord, thou art my refuge, and underneath are 
thine everlaſting arms. I know nothing of myſel!, 

et am I not hereby juſtified, but he that juitineth 
me is the Lord, who hath alſo given me his iloly 
Spirit. May he guide me into all truth, that the 
eyes of my underitanding being enlightened, I my 
diſcern the things that are excellent, and grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of Chriſt my 
Saviour. 

O King of kings, and Lord of lords, who on 
doſt wonders, ariſe, and help me, for J am poor 
and wretched. If thou ſhouldſt be extreme te 
mark what is done-amils, who could ſtand ? 5 
there is mercy with thee, that thou maye!\ be 
feared, Thoa itilleſt the waves when they are, 
Oh, then, ſpeak peace to my troubled ſoul ! 1% 


25 


great adverſary of mankind goeth about, le 


roaring lion, ſeeking whom he may devour. Oh, 
enable me to reſiſt him, faithful unto death. 2A 
I have, and all I am is fin: but, O Jeſus, tu 
fuſſering Lamh of God, thou didſt come to gcc 


and to ſave, that which was loſt, * 14 
elwel 


mob 
haſt 
thar 
falle 


live} 


from 

iniqu 
Wang 
lelire 
Chain 
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deliver me from the bitter pains of everlaſting 
death! Shew me more and more my own weaks 
nefs, that I may go the readier - unto thee for 
ſtrength. 1 cannot ſee the ſinfulneſs of fin, till 


thou thy 2 Spirit give. Breathe, Lord 


on theſe dry bones, and they ſhall yet live, an 
declare thy power. | | 

Oct. 21, O Lord, why withdraweſt thou thy 
face, and forgetteſt my miſery and trouble? I am 
in ſorrow, likeaunto him that is at the point to die. 
Come quickly, Lord Jeſus ;. for there is no other 
hope, orrefuge for me, O Lord God, when thou 
with rebukes doit chaſten man for fin, thou 
makeſt his vanity to conſume away, like as it were 
a moth freiting a garment : every man, therefore, 
is altogether vanity. O Lord, mult I for ever 
mourn ? Oh comfort me now, after the time thou 
hait plagued me! My fins are more in number 
than the hairs of my head, and my heart hath 
hailed me. Oh let it be thy good pleaſure to de- 
liver me? Make haſte, O Lord, to help me. 
Take away the rebuke I am afraid of, for thy judg- 
ments are good, © Lord, hear -O Lord, forgive 
—O Lord, have mercy upon me—deliver my foul 
rom death, and grant that I may hereafter ſerve 
thee in newnels of life, to the honour and glory of 
thy name. ? | 

Vanity of vanities, all is vanity, but to love 
God and ferve him only. O Lord God, thou 
knoweſt my deſire, and my groaning is not hid 
from thee, Thou art of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity. My thoughts are all confuſed, they are 
wandering far from thee, my God. Satan hath 
hs d:lired to have me. Oh, break the enſlavin 
le chain, and bring me into the liberty of the children 
* of Cod! Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
2 ſtretch forth thine hand, and help me. Oh, ſurely 
O55 thou willeſt not the death of a inner, but rather 
All that he ſhould turn and live, Turn thou me, 
then, O good Saviour, and ſo ſhall I be turned, 
Sprinkle me from an evil conſcience, and give me 
that peace which this world cannot give, that 


E both 


MY 


both my heart may be ſet to obey thy command. 2 
ments, and, alſo, that, by thee, being defended f 
hom the ſear of mine enemy, I way pals my k 

p 
4 
n 


time in reſt and quietneſs, through the merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 

Nov. 27, Loathſome and abhorred in my own 
eyes, What muſt I appear in thy ſight, who canſt 


* a = 
> — * —ů—. — . — — 
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| not behold iniquity ? But, O my God, haſt d 
17 thou not yet a bleſſing for me? O rightcouy re 
Wa Father, I ſee the preparation of man's heart mM 
; is from thee. Oh, Tat not Satan bring me Ic 

| into bondage to the beggarly elements ot this ta 
j world | | L 
il | | 85 ſh 
Wl 41 ftrive, and ſee the labour vain, th 
21 And thus from works I ceaſe; th 

10 54 Fruitleſs muſt all my efforts prove, by 
{I Till thou create my peace.“ "Mm: 
{4d | | co 
{8-1 ? Oh, no longer delay! Out of thee I am accurſt, be 
10 I feel myſelf dead in treſpaſies and fins, Oh, 0 
1 heal my backſlidings, and love me freely, for thine T 
MM on name: ſake; {o ſhall ] praite and magnify thy ou 
5 name, when thou haſt ſet my heart at liberty! un 
fk Now, Lord, into thy hands I commend my ſpiiit. pr 
[ If I periſh, it ſhall be lying at the foot of the crols: ev 

| but oh, it cannot be, that he who hung thereon 4 
for my ſins ſhould ſuffer me to be loſt. Oh no! tif 

he yet waiteth to be gracious—he will yet come, be 

and will not tarry. =} 

Nov. 28. Oh, what ſhall I render unto the no 

Lord for all his benefits unto me, a poor forlom de! 

ereature ! When funk almoſt into the depth of the 


deſpair, he took pity on me, polluted in my blood, lee 
What ſhall I ſay unto thee, O thou prelerver of Th 


men! Oh let my whole life be devoted to thy to 
fervice ! Jeſus, Lord, thou knoweſt my weaknels fro 
my wants are not hid ſrom thee, Oh, ſuich,, ſou 
none ever wanted a Wonderful Counſellor more » 


than. me. Oh, inſtruct me in thy ſtatutes, Lord, 
40 ſhall I not go back! Enable me to graſp the Wi 4 
thield of faith, and then I ſhall be more than &a 


Conqueror 


[ 51 1 
tonqueror over the Devil, the world, and the 
fleſh ! Deliver me from temptation; for thou 
knoweſt, alas! that I am weak. Oh, make ſtraight 
paths for my feet! Sprinkle my every word 
and action, ſo ſhall I live and yet magnify thy 
name, | | 
jan. 1776. O my God, I cry unto thee in the 
day-time, and in the night-ſeaſon, alſo, I take no 
reſt, How long wilt thou withdraw-thyfelf from 
me, amiſerable ſinner ? I am fore opprefled—my 
ſoul is bowed down greatly—and my fins have 
taken faſt hold of me, like an armed man. 0 
Lord, undertake for me. Now let the ſorrowful 
ſighing of the priſoner come up before thee. Be 


thou my refuge, and hide me under the ſhadow of 


thy wings. The enemy often comes in as a flood, 
but thou fitteſt above the water- floods, and re- 
maineſt a King for ever. Oh, come, Lord Jeſus, 
come quickly! Speak the word only, and 1 ſhall 
be healed, Lord, I Wait as a penſioner at thy door. 
Oh, give me acrumb of thy mercy, leſt I-periſhi! 
To thy bleeding croſs I fly. Thou haft borne 
our griefs, and carried our ſorrows ; therefore, 

unto thee be aſcribed all glory and honour, 
praiſe and thankſgiving, from henceforth for 


O Lord of all res and might, juſtify and ſanc- - 


tity thy unworthy ſervant, who feemeth now to 
be in the valley of the ſhadow of death. Lord. 
my ſoul is overwhelmed with temptation 71 fee 
no way to eſcape. O Lord, ſuccour me. .O-1;ortl 
defend me. G Lord, be my hiding- place from 
the ſtorm. Clear up my evidence of things not 
ſeen. Let me hear a voice behind me, Hayings 
This is the way, walk thou in it. But oh, enable me 
to diſtinguiſh the drawings of thy Holy Spirit, 
from the injections of Satan, that cruel enemy of 
fouls. Oh that I could magnify thy holy name, 
from the riſing up of the ſun, until the going don 
of the ſame; hes would it be well with me; but, 


alas! thou knoweſt my heart is lakewarmy and 


# 
# 


dead, I may, juſtly-be abhorred of thee; for I ans 
% n neither 
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"embers !. Kindle @ flame in my breaſt, and lc it 


able Immanuel, caſt an eye of pity on her, who 


-againſt him ? All glory be to thee, thou friend of 


ſeeſt how I am beſet on every ſide with temptation. 


Ahe haven. of eternal repoſe, There alone the 


| L 32 J 
neither cold nor hot. Ob, | ſtir up the dying 


never be extinguiſhed,” till J join the cherubic 


throng, who ceate not day and night, crying, ly, 1 
holy, holy, Lord God of hots, who was, and is, and is (9 8 
come | 
O God, my God, oy ſoul thirſteth for thee, 4 
elus, be my refuge ; for oh, the ſtorm is high. 


ſtick faſt in the mire and clay. O ſweet, ador- 


abhors her vile ingratitude to the beſt of friends, 
the deareſt of benefattors, who 1s continually 
loading me with benefits. Oh that I could love hs 
thee with all my powers, and ſerve thee with all | 
my might! Why ſhould I be thus cold ? Why 
doth not my heart, and all that is within me, ble E. 
thy holy name ? r 

© thou Phyſician of fin-fick ſouls, relieve my 
wants, aſſuage my woes. Thou knoweſt my de- 0 
Are, and my groaning is not hid from thee. Lord, x 
Tam opprelled, : undertake forme. Deliver my 
foul, as a bird out of the net of the fowler. Let * 
the ſnare be broken, and I be delivered. From 
whence theſe bitter reflections ? It is true I ama 


wretch; yet, ſor the fouleſt of the foul, O ſpotleſs i * 
Lamb of God, thou pouredſt forth thy precious 
blood. O ſoul-tranſporting thought! And dd - 


my Lord, indeed, die for his rebellious creature, 
whoſe carnal mind was continually at cnnmty 


ſinners, that thy good Spirit hath not yet cealcd 
ſtriving with me, a monſter of iniquity and ingra— 
titude, Oh, fill me with love divine! Oh that 
it now from heaven might deſcend ! Spirit of 
burning, come, and conſume all my droſs. Thou 


That-ſubtle ferpent, who firſt brought fn and 
death into the world, now-rages, unwilling to lobe 
his prey: but, O my God, give me not over ts Kot 
the hands of mine enemy. Let me pals through 
foods of temptation, and flames of delire, inte 

wicked 


4 


87 


wicked ceaſe from troubling, and there the wear 


be at reſt : they hear not the voice of the oppreſſor. 
How highly bleſt are they who have found refnge 
in Immanuel's boſom, and are now ſafely lodged, 
where fin and ſorrow are no- more! 

O my God, hall theſe eyes ever behold thee, 
all glorious as thou art ? Canſt thou, wilt thou, 
receive one ſo unworthy, to be a ſharer in thy 
celeſtial throne? 1 -bow under a ſenſe of my 
nothingneſs, and my ſinfulneſs, deliring to be 
found in thy righteoufneſs, which juſtifieth the 
ungodly, And oh! while I bow the knee of my 
heart unto thee, let me intreat thee in behalf of 
the dear partner thou haſt given me, Oh, mav 
we ſtrive together for the hope of the goſpel ! 
Enable us to be uſeful in our generation, ſhewing 
forth all meekneſs, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, 
goodneſs, faith, ana temperance. Grant that we 
may train up our little-ones in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. My heart's deſire and 
| prayer for them is, that they may be ſaved : there- 
fore, which way ſoever thou wilt be glorified, let it 

be by their life, or by their death, either taking 
them, while young, to the arms of thy mercy, or 
elſe enabling them to live to thy praiſe, for his 
fake who led ca tivity captive, and can, out 
of 775 mouths 61 babes and ſucklings, perfet 
raiſe, 

| Feb. 15, Glorious God, accept my thankſgiving 
tor all thy mercies, to me a miſerable finner. How 
unworthy am I even of this peaceful calm, into 
which my ſpirit has ſubſided But, O thou God 
ho heareff prayer, liſten to thy ſervant, white 1 
preſume to alk ſtill higher favours, though unde - 
lerving of the ſmalleſt token of thy love. O my 
unbelieving heart, which is till throwrng me into 
reaſonings, and tem ting me to doubt of my accep- 
IN with thee, When I conſider thy immaculate 
olinels, and then turn my thoughts to my 
wretched ſelf, I fall into nothing before thee ; 
yea, 1 appear leſs than a worm in my oon kght. 
E 3 Gracious 


= 3» of Gs * „ * - 


— 


n 
— LEY _ y 

— . Roo 

3 * —_ * | 


— x 2 


I 
F 
© 

4 


=s * — * 


[542] 


. Gracious Lord, how defiled was I, when that 


0 
didſt firſt, take pity on me! I was then lwing F 
without God in the world, yet vainly thought (4) u 
my deceitful heart I) that I loved thee, my Maker, p 
be and Preferver : but, alas !-my carnal mind, at tle r 
* {ame time, was at enmity with thee, How often tl 
i} did I rebel againſt thee ! How did I reſiſt thy W 
1 good Spirit, which was ſtriving to bring me out W 
'Þ of the land of darkneſs, into the glorious liberty In 
5 of thy children]! But now, my God, my ado— re 
1 rable Redeemer, crown all thy mercies, by giving el 
1 me the abiding witneſs of thy Spirit. Oh for lu 
4 that unction of the Holy One, that leadeth into all 12 
1 truth! 0 
it. en 
[4 «© Thou ſeeſt my weakneſs, Lord all 
4 My wants are known to thee : | au 
i, Oh lift thou up the ſinking head us 
iq Confirm the feeble knee l“ * 
* 0 
Let every unruly paſſion be deſtroyed ; and at] 
6 grant that thy kingdom of righteouſneſs, peace, the 
17 and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, may be eſtabliſhed in 
{8 my heart. Lord, hear my prayer, and anſwer me 
to the joy of my ſoul, if thou ſeeſt it good for me. 
As I am ignorant what I ought to alk, oh, teach 
me wiſdom ſecretly; and magnify thy condel- * 
cenſion, by inſtructing me in the way I ſhould | lift 
9 go. Grant this for his ſake, who hath reconciled 4 


q | me unto thee, by the blood of his croſs. 
#4 Feb. 18. Thanks be unte God for his unſpeak- an 

; able gifts! With me I know, I feel, thou art. or 
«1 E charge you, O:my-fins, that ye ſtir not up, nor mo 


. cauſe iny Beloved. to depart. O thou who art! Wi 
1 fairer than the children of men, tliou uncreated 4 
I Light, dart thy bright beams into my {oul, until * 
44 _ every part becomes light in. the Lord. Worthy * 
114 is the Lamb that was ſlain; to receive honour, and : * 
c bleſſing, and power, and might; for he hath re- TIF 

deemed loſt finners unto God, and me the chief, 150 
bi I ſhall yet ſing a new ſong, even thankſgiving ke 


uato.thee, my. God; for thou only art holy, thou 
2250 : only 
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only art the Lord, thou only, O Chriſt, with the 
Holy Ghoſt, art mo high Yor evermore. Awake 
up, O my languid ſpirits! Call forth all your 
powers, to praiſe my God. Magnify him that 
rideth on the wings of the wind, and ſitteth on 
the circle of the heavens. The Lord ſtayed the 
waves of temptation, that were ready to over- 
whelm my foul, Ile ſpoke the word, and I am 
in part healed, . Oh, why ſhould any uncleanneis 
remain in me, when.thy blood can make the foul- 
eft clean? Jefus, thou art my Redeemer. Halle- 
lujah ! | 
| This is the day, O Lord, which thou haſt made: 
Oh, let me rejoice, and be glad in it. Let me 
enter thy courts with thankſgiving, and ſhew forth 
all thy praiſe, O Sun of Righteouſneſs, who didſt. 
awake, this bleſſed morning, from the grave, for 
us men, and for our ſalvation, ariſe upon me now 
with healing in thy wings. Wherefore art thou 
ſo long abſent from me? O my God, my ſoul is 
athirſt for thee ; yea, it pants and ſtrugyles to find 
1 thee out, Oh, why withdraweſt thou from me? 


« My heart is pain'd, nor can it be 
At reſt, till it finds reſt in thee.“ 


Oh, be thou the horn of my ſalvation, and the 
lifterup of my head ! Thou knoweſt that I would 
| love thee—fill my heart with the liſe-giving word. 
When I look back on my fins, and ſee how graci- 
oully thy hand hath brought me out of the land of 
bondage, I am amazed that 1 do not praiſe thee 
more, Oh the unſearchable riches, both of the 
wiſdom, and goodneſs of God! How ſurpaſſing 
all thought are his counſels! . Had an enemy io 
often treſpaſſed againſt us, would we have taken 
the traitor to our boſom ? Would we not rather 
have ſpurned him from us, with abhorrence? Yet, 
the condeſcending, long: ſuffering Jeſus, bore our 
manners; for oh! his thoughts are not as our 
thoughts, We rebelled—he pitied, We ſpit on 
him, and, by our tranſgreſſions, pierced his hands; 
| | yet 


| 
3 
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11 
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muy 
1 
3 


mnature. My 


[486 


yet he prayed, Father, forgive them; for they lime 


not what they do. O holy, immaculate Lamb, breathe 
this loving, meek, and lowly mind into us, which 
is ſo 2 to all the motions of corrupt 
od, my God, 1 now claim thy 10 
miſe. Thou haſt ſaid, that they who wait on ther 
ſhall renew their ſtrength, Oh, meet me in thine 
ordinances this day, or vain is it that I haſten to 
thy houſe of prayer! Oh, now come, and cleanſe 
my heart, that it may be a fit habitation for the 
King of Glory! Even ſo, Lord jeſus. Amen. 

Feb. 22. Lord, teach me wiſdom ſecretly. Thou 
art bringing light out of darkneſs. Oh, how won- 
derful art thou in thy dealings with the children 
of men! O my God, I begin to fee it was good for 
me to be afflicted. Yes, I will lay my hand on 
my mouth, and ſilently adore thoſe ſecret mazes, 
hereby thou makeſt us acquainted with our vile- 
neſs, yea, with that uncleanneſs which cleaves to 
all our words and actions. Lord, I have been in 
the fire of temptation : but (glory be to' thee, my 
Almighty Deliverer wm truſt J am come out, in 
ſome meaſure, refined from my drofs. Lord, ! 
will lie as clay in thine hands: mould and faſhion 
me into à veſſel of honour. Oh, pardon my im- 

atience, which was ready to cry out, ' My God 

ath forſaken me.“ Oh, why did I think ſo haroly 
of him, who ſo long bore with my manners in the 
wilderneſs? Oh, wherefore ſhould J doubt? 
Surely thou wilt raiſe me from the duſt, and ſet 
my feet on the rock chat is higher than I, and or- 
der my goings. Lord, I am emboldened to ak 
the accompliſhment of theſe great and precious 

romiſes, for his ſake who alone is worthy, cven 
Jelus Chriſt, the Righteous, 

March. O my God, furely, it cannot be that 
thou wilt confound my ſoul with the workers of 
iniquity. Thou knoweſt I loathe and abhor my- 
ſelf, and ſin. O wretched creature that J am, 
thus to diſtruſt a God ſo kind, fo merciful: a 8 
viour, who was wounded for theſe very tranſgrel- 
koas, and bruiſed for theſe iniquities, which 1, an 
f | ungodly, 


* 3 

ungodly, ungrateful finner have committed, O 
ſtubborn heart, why doſt thou not break ? Why 
doſt thou not melt with love, and tenderneſs, to 
think of him who hath borne-all thy griefs, and 
carried all thy ſorrows. But, alas! I cannot 
make unto myſelf a fleſhy heart for ſtone. Such 
power belongeth unto God only, Oh, when will 
that bleſſed time come when 1 ſhalt no more cry 
« Oh, my leanneſs, my leanneſs;“ but my heart 
and all that is within me ſhall celebrate the riches 
of free grace. Oh, were that bleſſed time come, 
I ſhould long to quit this body, that I might no 
more offend my God, but join the angelic hoſts, 
and never ceaſe ſinging the praiſes of a red2emingy 
dying Lord, Pity my weakneſs, Oh, remember 


appear the fecond time, without fin, unto ſalvati- 


: on, making me entirely new, an habitation of 
, thine, through the Spirit; | ' 

R „Oh, What ſhall I do my Saviour to praiſe !” 
y hath turned' my captivity, as the rivers of the 
A South. I tack faſt in the mire, and clay, but 
[ my God hath ſet me on the Rock of ages: there- 
n fore, may I magnify'thee with all my powers, 
* and run the way of thy commandments! The 
4 pains of hell got hold upon me: I found trouble 
ly and heavinefs, and I called upon thee; my God, 
ns and thou didſt deliver me. Oh, then, awake, my 
42 ſoul: put on the garments of ſalvation, and re- 
ſet member the great things which God hath done 
wy for thee. | | 


Ah, wherefore ſhould I fear, when thou my 
God art with me ? Oh, what great troubles haſt 
thou ſhewed me, thins' unworthy ſervant! yet 
didſt thou turn again, and refreſh me: yea, thou 
broughteſt me from the depths of the earth again, 
and ſhall I not magnify thee, my God, whilſt I 


* my heart, contrary to thy bleſſed will? Do, 
Eu. learch me out, as thou didſt Jeruſalem, and 
let thy light make manifeſt whatſoever darknefs 


am me. Why ſhould we fear our deeds being 


not my ſins; but now, my glorions Sanctifier, 


have any being? Ah, why ſhould any thing lurk 


reproved, 
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reproved, ſince thou muſt bring us all to (cc ou; 
need of thee, thou heavenly phykhcian, before thou 
wilt come to bind us up ? Oh, how unſcarchable 
are thy ways! Oh, how often, in heavineſs and 
darkneſs, through manifold temptations, art thou 
making all theſe things work in us the pcaccable 
fruits of righteouſnels! Lord, pardon my unbe- 
lieving heart, which is often ready to cry out, 
« Surely, God hath forgotten me.“ But oh, thou 
haſt no pleaſure in the death of a ſinner. Lord, 
teach me to pray, Enable me to make my wants 
known to thee, I am flow of ſpeech, but thou 
who didſt form me from the womb, canſt give 
underſtanding to the ſimple, canſt make things 
that are not as though they wexe. 

Lord, emboldened by thy kind invitation to ſin- 
ners, I mean to take the bread and wine, where- 
by thy death and paſſion is had in remembrance, 
until thy coming 5 7 Oh, may I, this day, 
experience all the bleſſings of the new and ever- 
laſting covenant! May 1, indeed, partake the com: 
munion of thy body and blood, that ſo this filthy 
tabernacle of clay may be made clean, by the 
King of Glory entering in. Enable me, O bleſſed 
Lord, to offer up my whole foul and body as 3 
reaſonable, holy, and lively ſacrifice unto the 

Oh, may I no longer live to the deſire of the ehe 
but, denying all ungodlineſs, and worldly lulis 
ſtrive to make my calling and election ſure, b/ 
working out my ſalvation with fear and trembling 
Grant theſe petitions, for his ſake who loved not 
Bis life, but gave it up for us tranſgreſſors. O 
God. Thou ſearcheſt the heart, and the 70% 
Oh how abominable muſt I appear in thy ſight, 
Lord God Almighty! Save me from the opp'® 
hve power of fin, 


„ And fully ſet m ſpirit free, | 
Which pants to have no other will, 
But, day and night, to feaſt on thee.” 


How ready are men to flatter me in my ſins, 1 
thinking more highly of me than they ouß 


1. 
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think, But oh; may this ever humble me to the 
duſt, when I conſider that thou ſeeſt not as man 
ſeeth, Out of the heart proceedeth all evil, the 
thoughts of which are only known to thee, Oh, 
may I never then flatter myſelf in my own "> 
until my abominable fin be found out, Pardon, 
Lord: Have mercy, Lord. Cleanſe me, purify 
and enliven me, that I may ſerve thee in righte- 
ouſneſs and true holineſs, all the days of my life, 
March 24. My Jeſus, my Lord, fave, or I periſh, 
Thou ſeeſt how: I am beſet with cares. h, let 
them not choke the good feed, leſt I ſhould be 
unfruitful. My God, it is thou alone canſt make 
a way for my eſcape. Thou ſeeſt how all my out- 
ward affairs are in confuſion : but oh! my God, 
keep my mind in perfect peace. Thou art the God 
of my {alvation, who alone canſt bring good out 
of evil, Make all theſe trials, my King, and my 
God, work together for my eternal good. Oh, 
may every adverſity drive me cloſer to thy ak 
mighty wings for protection. Let me not grow 
weary, or faint in my mind, but welcome every 
croſs, that will help to wean me from terreſtrial 
$ things, Let my hopes be full of immortality, that 
way be careful for nothing, but that I may 
finiſh my courſe with joy, and be recerved into 
gory, through the merits of my dear Lord and 
aviour. 


of March 25, O my God why ſhoutd I doubt thy 
, villingnefs to deliver me in trouble ? Surel 

not W1 ingne 8 tO chver.me in trouble? urely, not 
ny a hair of my head can fall to the ground without 
ink thy permiſſion: therefore, O Lord, I commit my- 
905 lelf, and all that belongs to me, into thy hands. 


But oh! if thou ſuffereſt temptations to come 
upon me, go with me through the fire, and h 
the water, Thou knoweft my wants, thou feeſt 
my weakneſs, Put under me the everlaſting arms, 
that I may ſtand in the evil day, and having done 
fall, ſtand faſt in the liberty wherewith thy blefled 
Son hath made me free. | © 
March 28. Whenee is this goodneſs that my 
Lord ſhould condeſcend to viſit me, his rebellious, 
wicked 
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wicked creature? Oh, may I never be inſenſible 
of all thy precious benefits! Thou doſt, indeed, 
O Lord, make a way for my eſcape, in every time 
of temptation. Thou haſt been with me in the 
fiery trial. Oh, how ready am I, when the enemy 
comes in as a flood, to give way to his ſuggeſtions, 
by thinking thus, * Surely my God cannot bear 
ſo Jong with my repeated backflidings:“ but as 
his majeſty is, ſo is bis mercy ; or he would, long 
ſince, have ceaſed ſtriving with one ſo unfaithful 
to all the gifts he hath beſtowed on me; Lord 
Jeſus, do not view my unworthineſs, but plead 
all thou haſt ſuffered and done, for the ranſom of 
tranſgreſſors. | 

O Lord, thou ſeeſt the langour that is on my 
ſpirits: the confuſion of my thoughts is known 
to thee. Oh, what a dead, barren creature do | 
appear! unprofitable indeed in every word, and 
work! Lord, give me power to love thee more, 


and ferve thee better! Take from me all worldly- 


mindedneſs: all covetous defires of the fleſh, that 
1 may be free and diſentangled from the affairs of 
this preſent life: that J may ſerve thee, my God, 
who haſt called me to holineſs, and to obtain ſal- 
vation, by the bleeding, dying Lamb, to whom, 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be equal 


' adoration, power, might, now and for cvermoie. 


March g1. Lord, my heart is full of heavinc!s, 
but I wil! lay my complaint upon myſelf. I will 
fay, in the bitterneſs of my ſoul, O God, be not 
extreme to mark what I have done amiſs againſt 
thee! O Lord, moſt holy, O Lord, moſt mighty, 
O bleſſed, and ever - glorious God, let the blood of 
thy Son cry, „Forgive: and when thou hearcſt, 
have mercy. Send dowr the Spirit of truth, that 
he may lead me in paths which I have not known. 
Reveal unto me hidden myfteries, that thy law 
may no longer be as a book that is ſealed, but 
rather a light unto my feet, -and a.lantern unto 
my paths. ö N 
April g. O my God, enable me to rejoice in 
being a ſharer of the bitter cup, of which thou, 

4 | my 


wa 
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my Redeemer and Advocate, didſt drink fo large- 
ly. Give what thou wilt, and withhold what thou 
wilt, only grant, that, in all ſituations of life, 1 
may prove this to be the victory that oyercometh 
the world, even my faith. Oh, may it raiſe mg 
above the billows! Let the 1 waves of un- 
godlineſs be ſtayed. Santtity me wholly, and 
make me meet for the inheritance of the glori- 
hed ſaints. | wh 

April 9. O God, my God, my ſoul thirſteth 
aſter thee, even as abarren and dry land, wherein 
no water is. I am loſt, I am miſerable, O Lord, 
if thou doſt not ſtretch out thy hand to help, and 
to deliver me. Thou ſeeſt how my heart is wan- 
dering from thee, by taking changes about the 
things that periſh in the uſing. Oh! What is a 
man advantaged, though he ſhould gain the whal 
world, and loſe his own ſoul ! Thou, O meck anc 
lowly Jeſus, haſt ſaid, If any man take thy coat, let 
him take thy cloak alſo. Oh, then, let me rather 
ſuffer wrong, than be provoked to ſpeak raſhly 
with my mouth, or harbour the leaſt degree of 
covetouſneſs. Ah! Lord, enable me to forget all 
thoſe. things, and to preſs forward to that reſt in 
thee, where only true joys are to be found. Thou 
haſt commanded us to. be. good. ſtewards of the 
manifold-gifts of God; but when my worldly ſo- 
licitude will not avail, let me take joyfully the 

oiling of my goods, rather than give way to an 

anxious cares. Now, O Jefus, I commit my cauſe 
into thy hands. Oh, ſuffer me not to be cumbered 
with the affairs of this life, leſt. I ſhould be en- 
tangied thereby! But give me grace. that I may 
lo paſs through: things temporal, that I may not 
fail to attain the things that are eternal, through 
thy alone merits, O my Lord and Saviour. 
April 15. My God, thou alone knoweſt when 
my ſoul ſhall be required of me: perhaps, next 

month, perhaps, this week. And am I prepared 
o meet my God? O my.deceitſul heart, do "ot 
nlbly cry, Yes; if it ſhould only be:a falſe conf. 
dence, Lord, I have too long been ng Ry 
bei F 
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led captive by him at his Will. 


comes ſubjeR to thy ſweet yoke. Oh, diſpel all 
thoſe clouds of ignorance, unbelief, ſelf-will, and 
pride, with all the legion-luſts, which are not yet 
extirpated; that ſo being cleanſed from all un- 
Tighteoufneſs, I may have my lamp trimmed. and 
my light burning, waiting for the heavenly Bride- 
— — Oh, may I then hear with joy that bleſ- 
d fentence which thou wilt pronounce in favour 
of all them who continue faithful unto death, 
wreſtling againſt fleſh' and blood, and all the pow- 
ers of darkneſs. "Theſe, and all other benehts, I 
am emboldened'to crave, through the name of him 
who became obedient unto the death of the crols, 
that we might be partakers of a heavenly crown, 
Oh, may 1, with all the redeemed of the Lord, 
Thout aloud; when we fee thee deſcending in the 
clouds, Honour, and bleſſing, and power, and 
might be unto him who ſitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever!“ 
O God, give me to know more of the corruption 
that is in the world, through luſt, that I may abhor 
the deeds of the wicked, and abſtain from theilt 
ways, as from filthineſs. Too long, O Lord, did 
I Hve to the deſire of the eye, following the fabi. 
ons of a dying world, and vainly thinking, while 
lying in the arms of the wicked one, that I wi 
Tafe. Hell was opening her mouth wide to te. 
ceive me; but thou, my compaſſionate —— 
didſt pluck me as a brand from the burning. Shab 
1 not, then, magnify thy name for thy goodnels! 
Yes, O Lord, while I have my being 1 will fing 


praifes unto thee, Who, out of a rocky ſtone, „ 
| t N 


the god of this world: too long; indeed, was [ 
ut as thou didſt 

firſt give me to ſee ſpiritual things wich. a dim eye 
{as the man reſtored to fight by thee, ſaw men, at 
rſt, as trees walking) now let the divine rays of 
thy jm mri, Spirit flaſh upon me, that I may 
be enlivened, and enabled to walk in perfect li. 
berty. Oh, come, and deſtroy every plant in my 
heart, which 1s not of thine own right-hand plant- 
ing! Let there be nothing in me but what be- 


# # © 


— 
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raiſed a daughter unto Abraham. God, be 
merciful unto: me! What am I, or what is my 
father's houſe, that thou, of thine abundant grace, 
ſnouldſt thus draw me with the cords of love, and 


and taſte, thy, pleaſant fruits. O my love, my 
| dove, my fair one, how ſhall I requite thy love! 
Oh, lie between my breaſts,, as in a bundle of 
myrrh |. 


thus to doubt a God ſo kind! Oh my unbelieving 
heart, which is always leading me into, bondage 
O my God, I have given way to diſtruſt, to im- 
patience, and a legion of deſires, contrary to that 
purity Which ought to be the characteriſtic of 
every follower of the How Jeſus. And now, 
what is my hope 7 Shall I be for ever ſeparated 
from the God I love? Is his mercy clean gone 
for ever ? And ate his promiſes come utterly to 
an end? Oh, it is my on infirmity; but L will 


m High, Let me take up thy croſs, and never fear 
's, what man can do unto me. Ob, what is man, 
n. whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, that we ſhould 
d, fear, becauſe of the fury of the oppreſſor! O 
he Lord, I am-altogether weak: I am. altogether 
nd unprofitable, - My very inmoſt thoughts need to 
ne, be cleanſed withithe blood of the precious Lamb, 
that was ſlain to take away the fins of the world, 

ion Strangford, 1776. It is hard to deſcribe. my 
zor feelings. For theſe four or five days paſt I have 
cir Wi moltly appeared in total darkneſs, —. it ſeemed 
did eme as if I had no God to go to. At times, I 
(bi- had neither liberty nor inclination for prayer - 
at other ſeaſons, I had ſome freedom, but no 
anſwer. I have ſometimes been led to think, 
* Surely, I am no better, no more alive to God, 
than 1 was before 1 experienced the quickening 
2 of his Spirit:“ but, doubtleſs, this was 
rom the adverſary,, who would willingly make 

Mme give up my hope. O Lord, rebuke him. 
Thought have been cold and dead, yet my heart 
F 2 was 


invite me to come into thy banquetting-houſe, 


April, Tueſday, Ah, vile wretch that I am 1. 
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remember the years of the right-hand of the Moſt 
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oy Was not To hardened as to be inſenſible. One day 
LY indeed, my oppreſſion was ſo great, that J felt as if 

q n heavy weight was lying on my breaſt. An un- 
common drowſineſs leemed to creep over me, and 
rendered me quite flothful. Oh, what a weak, 
wicked, indolent creature am I, when not upheld 
by an Almighty arm ! I believe that ſtupid frame 
of mind was brought on me by too cloſe an atten. 
tion to outward things, How certainly do the 

cares of the world choke the word! Forbid it, 0 
thou God of love, that I ſhould any longer be en- 

cumbered. 

A total change has taken place in my temporal 
affairs, as I have been obliged, by the perſecution 
of man, to remove to a little cabin. But this 
circumſtance does not give me an uneaſy thought, 
I rather rejoice at it, as it makes me more con- 
formable to the perſecuted Son of God: and x 
I know that, in this inſtance, I do not ſuffer as an 
evil doer, I bleſs God who hath called me to the 
we” of his Son's ſufferings. Indeed, [ 
often wilh to be the ſervant of all; as it makes me 
unealy when I ſee any child of God worſe pro- 
vided for than myſelf, I ſometimes think that! 
ought to ſhare with every one, till I had as little 
as any of my brethren, - Oh what a bleſſed time 
was it, when the diſciples had all things in com- 
mon, and none of them ſaid, that aught of the 
things he poſſeſſed was his own ! I have thought 
(but, alas! whether my deceitful heart would 

Have put it in practice or not, I cannot tell) that 
were I tg live alone, I ſhould make uſe of tht 
meaneſt food, and pooreſt apparel, from a ſenſe 
of its being my duty; as our blefſed Lord has 
ſaid, Let him that hath two coats, impart to him thi 
hath none, Now if this were fulfilled, where 
would be reſpect of perſons ?P Indeed, I think! 
is quite unſcriptural that there ſhould be ane 

Oh, may I be taught the pure and undefiled wa 
that I may run my Chriſtian courſe with joy, and 
obtain an inheritance amongſt them that 37 
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June 8. Yeſterday I ſeemed neither to fear 
nor love the Lord. In the morning, I thought - 
it was my duty, to viſit a young boy, labourmg 
under a dreadful diſorder, but happy in God his 

Saviour. Alas! my mind is in ſo deplorable a 
ſtate, that, of late, it has been a great croſs to go 
to any fick perſon, A ſenſe of my barrennels, 
and, want of life, quite depreſſes me, When enga- 
ged in this labour of love; yet 1 dare not omit 
it, as I am convinced it is my bounden duty to 
| {trengthen_ the weak hands, and confirm the 
feeble: knees, On my road thither, I had to 
croſs ſome fields, and loſt my way, In vain 1 
ſearched. to find the beaten path, and while wan- 
dering up and down, a clap of thunder came on. 
In my natural ſtate, I uſed to be ſo alarmed” at 
hearing it, that I almoſt trembled: but now [ 
could hear it without diſmay. I kneeled down, 
but found no power in prayer, However, think- 
ing the way of duty the way of ſafety, I rambled 
through the corn-fields, and, at laſt, with ſome 
difficulty, reached the houſe, I was utterly con- 
founded; as I could ſcarce get a word to ſay, to 
the afflicted... I: ſang a hymn, read ſome of the 
experience of a good man to him; ſang, again, 
and endeavoured to pray, but feared it was almoſt 
mocking God, as my heart appeared far from 
him; yea, I found it to be unclean. Therefore, 
though I ſeemed to be devout, and. have lately 
endured much hardneſs, as a good ſoldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt (being obliged to walk many miles, as the 
perlecutors of the truth have prevented Mr. S. 
from Keeping a horſe) yet I feel that I may even 
give my body to be burnt, and yet be deftitute of 
that heart · ſelt. love of God, without which all our 
works are nothing. Oh that my God would 
make a full end of ſin, and bring in everlaſting 
nshteouſneſs]! A holy heart is the thing that! 
long for. Lord, it is thy gift: beſtow it on me, 
who have need of it. Oh, how plainly do I ſee 
that.it is impoſſible for me to work in myſelf a 
hood thought, much leſs to do any good thing! 

5 Bude O my 
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0 my God, work in me both to will and to do, of 


thy good pleaſure. I have been tempted to think 
that I had only a head-knbwledge of the truth: 
ſeeing ſome that profeſs Chriſt, but in works deny 
him, I feared from my great unprofitableneſs, that 
I might be ranked among them. But oh, why 
ſhould I thus reaſon with the enemy ? Ought | 
not rather now go unto my God; who waiteth to 
be gracious ? | | 


June 9. Praiſe the Lord,, O my ſoul, and all 


that is within me praiſe his holy name. Praiſe 


the Lord, O my foul, and forget not all his 


benefits; for he hath forgiven thee all thy fin, 


and blotted out thy tranſgreſſions, © How ſhall ! 
love thee ! How ſhall I adore thee! How ſhall ! 


magnify thee, who art worthy to be praiſed by 


men and angels ! Glory be to my Father, and my 
God ! I ind myſelf ſatisfied, this morning, as it 
were with marrow and fatnefs ; therefore, with 
joyful lips, will I fing forth his praiſes, I had 
been almoſt tempted to think that his mercy 
was clean gone for ever, and that he had ſhut 
up his loving-kindneſs in difpleafure : but oh, 
he had not forgotten to be gracious! Though 
mine eyes were holden ſo that J could not behold 
htm, yet he was with me through the water, and 
through the fire: and (glory be to him ?) he hath 
now brought me into a wealthy place. Then 


hall 1 not declare his goodneſs, and the won- 


ders that he doth for the children of men? While 


in my rapture, a meſſenger of Satan was ſent to 
buffet me ; by telling me he feared my joy was 2 


deluſion. But oh! the witneſs of God is greater 
than man. I kno that the Spirit of truth dwells 
in me, and I find it quickening even my mortal 
body. I am now ſure that we ſhouldevenly con- 
tinue in the path of duty, however irh ſome to 
the fleſh; when unaſſiſted by the Spirit. Yeſter- 
day I ſet apart for prayer and rafting till fix in 
the evening. I found no anſwer to my prayer; 


| yu 
W 


- 
sf 
F 
po 


| L 6 ] 
t the Lord enabled me to be patient, expecting 
that he who ſhould come, would come, and would 
not tarry. Indeed, I think, I never found an 
immediate anſwer to prayer, on the days I have 
faſted; yet, I believe it is the Lord's will concerning 
me, as I generally taſte that he is gracious, ſoon 
after. Unto himſelf be all the glory, for I am a 
linner, yea, a vile ſinner. 1 . 

June 10. This day, my communion with God 


tend to ſome outward things: yet, in the main, I 
retained a ſolid peace. I believe many think that 
I am now very wretched, from the great change 
in my outward. circumſtances : but, alas! they 
are ſtrangers to my joy: none of them intermedleth 
with it. One goeth to his farm, another to his 
merchandiſe, and a third careth for none of theſe 
things. To others it is the fooliſhneſs of folly, 


him alone. But oh, May the Lord Jehovah be 


ning may be ended, and I may rejoice evermore 
in having the candle of the Lord for a light unto 
my feet, and a lantern unto my paths 7 
June 12. I was, this day, reproved in ſpirit, 
for ſaying an unneceſſary word. O my God, if 


„ ___—eS.. LTH Gt 


give an account. unto thee, at the laſt day! My 
heart is full of heavineſs. I fear my thoughts 


that periſh in the ung. I have been alſo much 
tried, by the flothfulneſs of one of the ſervants; 
but 1 believe it to be a trial of my faith. Lord, 
make me faithful. I have learned to bear with ths 
defects of others, from a ſenſe of my own, finding 
it very hurtful to my ſoul, to ſpeak on any earthly 
thing, Lord, pity thy poor creature! And oh! 


away my many offences ! 


n 
; How ſinful may the moſt laudable deſires be- 
et come, if purſued with too much ardour. O my 


deceitful cart, why ſhouldſt thou ever think of 
n ny 


yy 


was ſometimesinterrupted, by being obliged to at- 


to talk of loving the Lord our God, and ſerving 


my everlaſting defence, that the days of my mour- 


| thou ſhouldſt mark all my idle words, how ſhall 1 


have been too buſily employed about the things 


according to the multitude of thy great mercies, 
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any thing here below? Heaven is thy reſting. 


place, and every thing is to be looked on, as it 
forwards thy journey thither. This morning, I 


found ſomething ariſe in me contrary to love, on 


account of the houſe being kept dirty. I have 
need, very great need, to watch againſt this deſire 
of cleanlinels, and believe I ſhould become as one 
that ſeeth not, Surely, ſelf-will, and a deſire to 
appear pleaſing unto men mixes with it, Lord, 
cleanle my polluted ſoul, and it is no matter how 
the outſide looks. Oh, enable me inthis, and in 
all other inſtances, to renounce myſelf, take up 
my croſs, and welcome every trial which helps to 
mortify me to all things here below. 

When I recollect the paſt mercies of God, and 
his tender loving-kindneſs to me, the chief of ſin- 
ners, I am aſtoniſhed that my mouth is not filled 
with his praiſe. He it was, that firſt brought me 
out of darknefs, and hath ever ſince been teaching 

me the leſſon of his love, His rod, alfo, as well 
as his ſtaff, hath comforted me, Even in the mol! 
bitter diſpenſations, I have found that it was 
good for me to be afflifted; Oh, how ſhould | 
have known the deceitfulneſs of my heart, if the 
Lord had not proved me. My convictions before 
juſtification were very trifling: I knew little of 
that depth of inbred corruption, which now fre- 

- quently makes me weep in ſecret places. For 
ome time, 1 found no defire but to love my God, 
and xun the way of his commandments ; but 


when ſome grievous trials came, I felt that my) 


- inward parts. were very wickedneſs, I often 
groan, being burdened, Through how many fore 
conflicts, and diſtreſſes hath my God brought me: 
Satan has been permitted, at. various, times, to lift 
me as Wheat, by aſſuming the appearance of an 


angel of light, and repreſenting things in a wrong 


point of view to me, Oh, what need have [ of 
ut. diſcernment ! My inward diſtreſſes have 
heen ſometimes ſo great, as to affect my out wat 


- frame, Being of a molt fearful. diſpoſition, | 5 
re 
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1560 J 
ready often to give up all hope, when I do not 
find the direct witneſs of the Spirit; and am ſet 
on ſearching to ſee what way of iniquity is in me, 
which cauſeth the Sun of Righteouſneſs to with- 
draw his enlivening beams. But, 1 fear, while 
conſidering my own weakneſs, that I do not look 
enough to the Rock of ages for ſtrength and 

falvation, A, . 
This morning, praiſed be my God, I found re- 
freſnment from his preſence. His fruit was moſt 
leaſant to my taſte, I have had meltings of 
1 at different times, theſe three days paſt, but 
do not retain the witneſs of the Spirit. From 
whence does this proceed ? Surely from my own 
unfaithfulneſs. In thoſe raviſhing moments, when 
God reveals himſelf to my heart, my ſoul ſeems to 
take wing, and with faith to ſoar to that inhe- 
ritance, which is reſerved in heaven for God's 
choſen people. But, alas! 1 ſoon loſe this divine 
evidence of things not ſeen, and give way to rea- 


to rejoice evermore, that in every thing I may give 
thanks, | 

How much ſmoke doth a little fire kindle ! 
Who could think that one, who hath, at times, fo 
clearly ſeen the vanity of all,terreftrial defires, 
ſhould be moved to diſcontent, by the colour of a 


or | gown ! Lord, pity my weakneſs forgive my ſin 
d, —and grant that nothing in my heart may dwell, 
ut but thy pure love alone. Oh that I could now 


quit all ſtudy to pleaſe others, and myſelf, and 


worthy to have my whole heart. c 
This day, I was fo encompaſſed about by my 
| fins, and with thick clouds and darkneſs, that I 


— 


> had little inclination, and leſs power, to pray. I 
ng. appeared to be quite under the hidings of the Al- 
of mighty, Not even a groan came from my heart, 
ave which ſeemed to be hardened; through the deceit- 
ard fulneſs of fin. Ah, wretch that Iam! While m 


this tate; I took up Mr. Brainard's journal, and 
od gave me fome brokennels of {pirit, It foon 
EVE truck 


ſoning, and a doubting mind. Lord, enable me 


live a life devoted to thy ſervice, as thou only art 
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aint | 
truck me that I ought to viſit a ſick boy: then 


came on a: ſevere ſtruggle. Oh how unwillin ol 
was I to take up my crols! What whiſpered the 
enemy ? „ Can ſucha weak, ſinful creature as you, ks 
be of uſo to any one ? Can the dead raiſe the b. 
dead?“ But I repelled the thought, by reflect. 6 
ing on the paſt mercies of God, and that it was 5 
his promiſe, to give me a mouth and a tongue, F 
which none of my adverſaries ſhould be able to — 
rehit. Vet ſtill, my want of faith made me reaſon F 
thus; 4 Surely, you ſhould: be endued with or 
ower from on high, and be ſure: you are ent, , 

3 you run.“ But as this thought then came h 
acroſs my mind, * ſome good will probably be 
done, or the wicked-one would not raiſe ſo many _ 
objections, I reſolved; in the ſtrength of my he 
God, to go forth, though very contrary to the 68 
dictates of the fleſh, which would fain have cried, 5. 
Spare thyſelf,” Before I reached the houſe, 1 7% 
heard that the boy was dead. However, I thought 8 
I would go on, as the fight of mortality might, th 
perhaps, more and more convince:me of the vamty . 
of worldly hopes, and worldly fears, which muſt Fig 
fo foon be at an end. Many people were aſſem- py 
bled in the houſe. ' I ſeemed: ſo barren of all good, *. 
that I was much inclined to ſit in filence : but x 
oh, when I reflected how many fouls were in my nw 
fight, perhaps periſhing for lack of knowledge, | A 
was conſtrained to open my mouth ; and the Co 
Lord ſo wonderfully filled it, that I appeared '2 Wl TY 
ſpeak with clearneſs, and ſome power. The gres- buf 
ter part of thoſe preſent ſeemed: much affetted, 5 
It then ſtruck me, that I ought to pray with them; Doc 
but the thoughts of this quite depreſſed me: yo of! 
ſaid I to myſelf, if I omit it, the conviction ot the 
remiſſneſs in my duty will be inſupportable; pre 
therefore, I took courage, and in ſpite of all my na \ 
tural baſh fulneſs, gave out this hymn before prayer, Lor 

«© When riſing from the bed of death, Way 


O'erwhelm'd with guilt and fear, lee 
I view-my Makei face to face, : 
Oh, how ſhall I appear! &c. 


2 


* 1 
One girl was ſo deeply touched, that ſhe wos, . 
obliged to leave the room. Having then prayed, 
bade my audience fare wel, and went into a houſe 
contiguous to that in which the corpſe lay, but 
Was Pllowed by the greateſt part of thoſe I had 
been ſpeaking to, ſo that I again exhorted them 
to ſeek the kingdom of God, the Lord giving me 
utterance. Oh, what a dumb dog am I, when he 
does not help my infirmities? I think I fink 
deeper and — into that knowledge, that with - 
out him 1 can do nothing, of whom alone cometh. 
all my ſalvation. Oh that the creature may never 


arrogate the leaſt degree of merit, but aſcribe all 
p the glory to'the Creator, who worketh all in all. 
, Now, O my ſoul, how ſtand affairs between thee 
Y and thy God ? Why, I find deadneſs, and hard- 
J neſs. IJ have been much in the outward means, 


; yet have not found the bread of life broken to my. 
loul, I ſtaid from the public ordinances, in order 
to call upon the Lord in private, with faſting and 
prayer; but my ſoul has been exceedingly heavy 
and languid. Perhaps I have placed ſome depen- 
dance on theſe duties, and therefore the Lord ſhews 
me that my labour 1s vain. But when he creates 


"1 my peace, I have reaſoned myſelf into a labyrinth, 
* imagining that I ought entirely to refrain from 

preaching, and guide my own houſe, eſpecially as 
"I one of my children was ill. Surely, this direction 
* about guiding the houſe (as appears from the con- 


text) was given by the Apoſtle, to thoſe women 


4 Who were idly wandering about, as tatlers, and 
* buly- bodies, and was never deſigned to rome? 
. our attendance on the means of grace. am 2 
yet poor, ignorant creature, toſſed with tempeſts, and 
* of late, not much comforted : but on myſelf be all 
gh the blame, The Lord is willing : oh, that I could 
4 prepare my heart to make him room ! | M 
10 Nov. 1z 1776. Holy and righteous art thou, O 


Lord, therefore, doſt thou teach ſinners in the 
way. O Lord, my heart- is full of heavineſs. 1 
lee that without thee, I can do nothing. Oh, be 
chou my refuge in my trouble! My ſoul appears a 
e craving 


One 


it not for the atoning bloo 


oe | ; 
E 

craving void. Oh that thou wouldſt fill it! Oh 
that thou wouldſt now enlighten mine eyes, that 
they ſleep not in ſpiritual death! O Lord, it is 
not with thy ſervant, as 1t has been heretofore, 


when thy candle ſhone bright upon me, diſpelling 
all my darkneſs. I could then rejoice with joy 


_ unſpeakable, and full of glory. But I will yet 


hope in thee, remembering the days of old. 0 
Lord, let thy light and thy truth ſhine forth, En- 
hven my ſpirit, ſanctify my foul, for thine own 
name and mercies ſake, - 

Nov. 24. Oh, what a day of fighting and tu— 
mult, of temptation and bleſſing, has this been! 
After much dryneſs, all the 5 week, my God 
was pleaſed to give me refreſhing: tears at claſs- 
meeting, this morning. Yet ſoon after, I found 
inwardly much inclination to peeviſhneſs, and 
Satan threw many other fiery darts to diſcompoſe 
me. Alas! he knows how to gain his advantage. 
Oh, why ſhould I be ignorant of his devices? le 


would make me deſpond, when I find fin reviv- 


ing. But, ſurely, inſtead of giving way to deſpair, 
I ſhould rather cleave unto that mighty Saviour, 
who can cleanſe the blood which he hath not 
cleanſed. I have found much back wardneſs of 
late, in going to viſit the ſick; yet, through grace, 
I have continued to do it, although the father of | 
lies often inſinuated, Why ſhould you, when 
your heart is not free to do it?“ Indeed, I had 
ſcarce ſtrength to ſay, „Get thee behind me, 
Satan.” However, in ſpite of floth, I truſt J 
have been uſeful to my wt 49 rag But oh, were 

„my very beſt duties 
would deſerve the wrath of God. Yet he pitieth 


'us, even as a father doth his'children ; yea he re- 


membereth that we are but duſt, 

O Lord, and heavenly Father, thou haſt long 
borne with the repeated backflidings of thine apol- | 
tate creature. Surely, it is of thy mere mercy 1 
am not long ago conſumed. When I reflect on 
the many and great iniquities which IJ have com- 
matted, againſt the God I wiſh to ſerve wits 

net every 
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every faculty I lrave been endowed with, I may 


well cry out with aſtoniſhment, „Lord, what is 
man, that thou art ſo mindful of him, or the ſon 
of man, that thou ſo regardeſt him? Thou madeſt 
him only a little lower than the angels, and crown- 
edſt him w ick glory and honour, and haſt put all 
things under his feet.” Now O Lord, let all my 
rebellious words, works, and thoughts, be made 
10 ſtoop low in the duſt before thee ; and ma 
Chriſt alone be exalted, for of him alone 3 
my ſal vation | 45 

Oh, let not my thoughts wander from thee, the 
living God! But while my hands are employed 
upon carth, let my heart and my treaſure be in 
heaven, that I may look from thence, for the Sa- 
viour of the body, who ſhall come to judge the 
world in righteouſneſs, And now, my Cod, 


'1 will lay me down in peace, and take my reſt, 


knowing that thou canſt keep me in ſafety, | 
Dec. 18. Iam filled with comfort—My ſpirit 
rejoĩces in God my Saviour—My joy is unſpeak- 
able, and/L have a peace this world cannot give. 
It may be truly ſaid, 1 am coming out of the 
wildernels, leaning on. my Beloved. Poor and 
needy, long did I {eek for water, and my tongue 
failed for thirſt, I went on in darkneſs, and ſaw 
little, very little light. Yet my God conducted 
me through the obſcurity, and brought me to his 
holy kill of Sion, with ſhouts of triumph, and 
ſongs of praiſe, The help that is done upon the 
earth, the Lord doth it alone. How oftgn, during 
the trying hour, have I been rcady to give up al 
hope, and ſay, The Lord will be no more 
entreated ! I let go my anchor, and left myſelf 
expoſed to all the itorms of an evil, and afflicted 
conſcience: yet my Jeſus did not ſhut up his 
loving-kindneſs in diſpleaſure, but dealt tenderly 
with me, encouraging me, by the {mall ſtill voice 
of his Spirit, to preſs. forward, in ſpite of all 
obſtacles, and that, at laſt, I ſhould dwell in the 
land, and be fed. And now (all praiſe be to 
a him !) 
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f 141] 
him !) he has not diſappointed my longing ex- 
pectations. | 

I ſpent a few days lately in Liſburn, when ! 
found my ſoul truly alive to God, running on his 
errands with great delight, I know we ſhould 
not grow weary in well-doing ; yet Satan ſug- 
geſted, during the hour and power of darknels, 
$ Yon do all your works without love, therefore 
they are only ſfin—lay them aſide. You are now 
ſecking to be made perfe@ by the fleſh : become 


| ſtill before God—wait for him, and then he will 


appear to the comfort of your ſoul.” But the 


Spirit of truth rebuked him, inciting me to be 


zealous in uſing the means of grace and to do good, 
according to my power; yea, to be inſtant in ſea- 
fon, and out of ſeaſon, though it was like death to 
me to ſay a good word, or perform a good deed, 
'Oh, how have I ſometimes been obliged to drag 
my reluctant limbs after me, when going to viſit 


the ſick and the afflicted! An. though I abounded 


in 'alms-giving, I ftill ſaw I diſtributed from a 


wrong principle, not ſo much from love unfeigned, 


as from a laviſh fear of puniſhment, if I kept 


this world's goods, and ſaw my brother have need, 
I began to deny myſelf even the neceſſaries of life, 
for fear of having. any thing ſuperfluous : but 


though that might proceed from too great ſcrupu- 


loſity, yet I am of opinion, that it is wrong to 
have more than the  conveniencies of life (and 
theſe in great moderation) leſt we ſhould be found 
unfaithful ſtewards. -I was alſo led to ſuch {rift 


abſtinence in my food, fearing I might exceed 
the rule of temperance, that I believe it contrt 


buted much to my inactivity of body: but (glo1} 
be.to God !) I have overcome in this, likewiſe; 
as I cat now eat my meat with gladneſs, and ſin- 


J gleneſs of heart, the creatures all leading to the 


fount of every bleſſing, who had deſigned then 
for our comfort and refreſhment, when we ue 
them for the purpoſe he gave them, not to gratily 
our luſts, by making our bellies our gods, but i 


Frengthen our bodies, that we may do his nen 
will. 


-” 
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will, When, at times, the fleſh has been crying 
out,  **Spare-thyſelf,”” I would reflect on my in- 
gratitude to him, who did ſweat, as it were, great 
drops of blood, to purchaſe 2 ſalvation; fo 
that God never ſuffered me to reſt on my lees, in 
a lukewarm, Laodicean ſtate, 

Bleſſed be the Father of all mercies, I think 1 
am now ſtirred up to take the kingdom of heaven 
by violence, being exerciſed gangs thoſe duties 
moſt unpleaſing to the fleſh, Oh, how many 
ſtrange ſcenes doI go through, how many projects 
does grace enable me to put in execution, for the 
awakening of ſinners! I often viſit thoſe who 
are almoſt ſtrangers to me, as well as to godlineſs : 
though I have, generally, a great ſtruggle before 
I go to their bouſes, thinking I ſhall meet with 
rough uſage ; but my imaginary lions are often 
turned into lambs, 1 twice vifited Lord B——'s 
miſtreſs, 'who is thought to be dangerouſly ill; 
and, I truſt, with fome ſucceſs. She ſpoke like 
a penitent. Lord, enable her to eſcape ſrom So- 
dom; for ſhe is a poor wretched creature, ſeem- 
ingly convinced that ſhe muſt periſh, if ſhe dies 
in her preſent ſtate; yet flattering herſelf with the 
hopes of mercy, at a future y. She told me 
that ſhe hated both the fin and the finner, but 
that, if ſhe left her diſhonourable way of life, her 
child would be diſowned, and left unprovided for, 
O God of all grace, . 


« Thy mercy let theſe outcaſts find, | 
And know their gracious hour,” / 
e 


Behold the handmaid of the Lord! do with 
as ſhall ſeem good in thy ſight. Dear Lord, whats 
ſoever thou haſt prepared for me, prepare my heart 
to acquieſce in it. I defire to have no will of 
own. Oh, chuſe for me! Be thou my fortreſs, 
and deliverer. Oh, be my guide unto death! 
Happy, thrice ha py are they, who have caſt off 
the weight of the body, under which 1 groan, and 
whoſe happy ſpirits are now worſhipping thee, in 
the beauty of holineſs. Whence is it, O thou 

| G 2 King 
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King of glory, that thou ſhouldſt raiſe fuch worms 
of the carth to ſit in heavenly places, together 
with thyſelf! Oh, when fhall I beliold thee, all- 
lovely as thou art ! eee 

O thou God of my falvation, who upholdeſt me 
with the right-hand of thy rightebuſneſs, comſort 
me on every fide; and make all my thoughts, 
words, and actions, ſtoop in obedience to thy 
commands. When I recolle& my many wander. 
ings from thee, my great Creator, and gracion 
Redeemer, I am conſtrained to fay, „Oh, what 
am I that thou fhouldſt be ſo mindful of me, and 
thus pour out thy benefits on a wretch, undeſery- 
ing of the ſmalleſt favour!” O my God, write 
gratitude upon my heart, and grant that all my 
9 no may unite to praiſe thee, world without 

end ! Op 
Dublin, Feb. 16, 1777. Glory be to God! 1 
find that he is not a barren wilderneſs to my {oul, 
T1 have. tafled his love, which is {weetcr than 
honey, or the honeycomb. For ſome days after! 
came to Dublin, I was, indeed, like a deſart- 
land. I ſought my Lord on the . but 1 
could not find him; on the left alſo, but I could 
not perceive him: but when all means failed, 
Bod broke in upon my ſoul, fo that I muſt con- 
feſs, with bluſhing ſhame, that his own arm 
brought ſalvation, I was ſorely befet with temp- 
tation, The enemy laid to my charge things that 
I knew not. I, became as it were dumb, and as 
one that opened not his mouth ; but the cry of my 
heart was, Lord, undertake for me, for 1 am 
ſore oppreſſed,” I was, weary, and heavy laden; 
but thou, my God, didſt remove the grievous 
burden, previouſly..conſtraining me to ſtand {til} 
that I might ſee thy ſalvation. I was humbled at 
his feet, and inwardly cried, „Come, and mould 
thy paſſive clay, according to the good plcaſure of 
thy will.““ 1 beſought him to reign,as a King 
over me — to teach me the way wherein 1 ſhould 
go—to diſpoſe of me, and all that appertained to 
me, as ſeemed beſt in his fight ; being 1 * 
| | | that 


= 


” 


— 
% 


that he delighteth in mercy, and that when 


my heart. was offered up in ſacrifice” to him, all 
things ſhould work together for my good. 


Ever fince {glory to him!) 1 have felt the 


drawings of his love, particulatly this evening, 
when 1 denied myſelf the happineſs of going to 
reaching, in order to adminiſter comfort to a 
bk friend, Indeed, I found that God was pre- 
ſent, as well with a few, as in the great congrega- 
tion; for my ſoul was abundantly refreſhed; and 
tears of gratitude and deſire burſt from mine eyer, 
Oh, they were comfortable tears ! preferablè to 
the laughter. of fools, Some time before, I had 
convictions for having oppoſed my will to that of 
another, which was puniſhed by my deſign tur- 
ning out unfavourably. Though I was not per- 
emptory in my judgment; yet I found I ſhould 
not have reſiſted, but rather have looked on every 
thing, as ſpeaking what God would have 'meito 
do. But oh, the goodneſs and condeſcenſion of 
my tender, loving Saviour! He made me ſenſible 
of his pardon, before I humbly called my ways 
to remembrance, O my adorable Redeemer, keep 
me from going aſtray fiom the paths of thy com- 
mandments. Surely, there is nothing upon earth 
to be compared unto thee : therefore unto. thee 
will I go, for thou haſt the words of everlaſting 
life, en N 
O thou enemy of my ſoul, thou haſt thruſt ſore 
at me, that I might fall; but the Lord was my 
help. When the floods of I come in, 0 
God, be thou my refuge. I have been much ex- 
erciled with temptation, but Jam thereby made 
more ſenſible of the neceſſity of abiding in the 
true Vine, I find that my trials are always pro- 
portioned to the, ſtrength which the Lord grves 
me. For ſome time paſt, one day excepted, I 
have had ſuch, a cloud over me, that, I believe, if 
it had happened, when I was inexperienced in 
the ways o& God. I would have concluded I was 
utterly forſaken,” and fo have given up all hope. 
am, naturally, of a very timorous Erpofition, 
3 and 
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and therefore, when the Lord has ſometimes with. 


drawn the light of his, countenance, I have been 
tempted to fear, that I had proyoked him lo, that 
_ Þ ſhould never be viſited with his favour again. 
But (blefſed be his holy name 1 1 think F can 
now ſubmiſlively lie in his hands, to do with me 
as he pleaſes, As he willeth not the death of fin- 
ners, IL therefore believe that it is good both to 
hope, and quietly Wait for the coming of the Lord, 
Who will not tarr y. | | 
Look u me, O my God; for my truſt is in 
thee, Ih, guide me/ continually—ſatisfy me 
with thy loving-kindneſs, and that ſoon, ſo ſhall 
I be glad, and rejoice all the days of my life! 0 
Lord, ſave, or I periſh. O Lord, I believe, hely 
thou mine unbelief. Grant that though the 
whole world be againſt me, my ſure truſt may be 
in thy word. It is good for me to be afflicted, re- 
viled, and perſecuted, even by thoſe of ſmy own 
houſhold. But, Lord, ſuffer none of my dear 
kindred after the fleſh, to die 1n their fins, Bring 
them all to the acknowledgement of the truth as it 
is:in Jeſus. What, though men ſpeak evil of me, 
yet the Lord taketh me up, When I reflect what 
an inſignificant worm of the earth I am; with 
aſtoniſhment I cry out, Lord, what is man, that thou 
art mindful of him ? Or the fon of man that thou viſ- 
teft him ? Indeed, I truſtà that neither life, nor 
death, neither things preſent, nor things to come, 
neither height, nor depth, nor any creature, ſhall 
be able to ſeparate me from thy love ; no, not tor 

- a moment, | 
How great are thy mercies to me, O my God, 
and thy Ways, how paſt finding out! Thou hall 
been pleaſed to afflict my body; but oh! repleniſh 
my ſoul with thy hidden ſweetneſs! Then ſhal 
I imile at death and deſtruftion, free from terro!, 
for it ſhall not come nigh me. I ſhall abide fate 


under the ſhelter of thy wings, Of thy free un- 
merited goodneſs, O my 


od, I have been 
, called 


apitat 
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called to forſake this wicked world, and to ſeek 


for joys above. Oh, may I be ever thankful, an 
humble; aſcribing all the, glory of my ſalvation 
unto thee alone, Who art worthy. to receive the 
raiſe} Amen 4 ” 
How often am I robbed of my happineſs by the 
grand deceiver ! for, none but an enemy could do 
me this wrong. After being long, as it were, in a 


2 arren land, I was comforted with 
l 


living: ſtreams from the fountain of grace. Truly, 
the copious ſhowers of tears ſhewed the broken- 
neſs of my heart; for the Lord ſtruck the rock, 
and the waters guſhed out. He did enlighten m 

darkneſs, ſo that, through the ſtrength of my Go 

thought I could have E over a wall, But 
how foon was J overcome! Oh the frailty of my 
deſh ! It was before. family prayer I found this 
bleſſing. A meſſenger of Satan was then ' ſent 
to buſtet ine. Oh, when ſhall this accuſer of the 
brethren be caſt out! It occured to my mind, that 
I ſhould pray with the people aſſembled, and I 
fell into . reaſoning whether I ſhould, or not. 
Mean time, Mr. S. went to prayer, and my con- 
ſcience condemned me. I began to think, that I 
had rejected the counſel of God, and that he would 
therefore, depart from me. While in this violent 
ꝛgitation of mind, I determined to pray after Mr, 
d, therefore, When he had finiſhed, I held out my 
hand to him, as a ſignal not to diſmiſs the people: 
but he, not underſtanding what I meant, repeated 
the concluding bleſſing. What a ſtate was I then 
in! I thought I had finned againſt light, and that 
J could never hope to be ſq bleſt again. I have 


continued very cold, and deſponding, ever fince, 
b I ind, whenever God ſows the ak feed in my 
| heart, that the enemy is ready to caſt in his tares 
, and J, alas; am too prone to give way to his 
ſe N ſaggeſtions. Oh that my God would now make 


the wilderneſs bloſſom as the roſe ! 5 


mercies beſtowed on me, a poor creature; more 
FT a _ efpectally 


Thanks to my redeeming God, ſor all the rich 
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eſpecially for the late 2 which hath taken 
E of my foul. I do hear my Shepherds 
ovely voice. Oh, how ſhall I praile thee! How 
"ſhall 4 love thee, who art become my ſalvation ! 
Had not thine Almighty arm plucked me, as 4 
. brand out of the burning, I might, this bleſſed 
evening of thy day, have been gratifying the de- 
fire of the eye, at ſome fleſh-pleaſing aſſembly. 
Surely, I, of all creatures, have reaſon to bless 
the Rock of my ſalvation, who defendeth me az 
with walls and bulwarks, 

I find ſuch an inward oppreſſion, that it ſeems 
painful to me either to write or ſpeak ; ſo that [ 
mult appear very dull and diſagreeable to ſtran- 
gers, with whom I am daily in company. But! 
lee that it is meet and right, I ſhould be little 
and abjett, in the ſight of all men. O my God, 
thou art teaching' me how frail I am, Do thou 
caſt down every. high imagination that would 
exalt itſelf, and be contrary to that lowly mind 
that was in thee, I ſeem content, yea, well pp 
that others ſhould fee and know my ſpiritual 
poverty, leſt they ſhould think more highly of me 
than they ought to think. 

O my poor, poor heart! How is it tortured 
with perplexing doubts and fears | Whither ſhall 
1 flec ? Whither, but unto thee, the Rock of my 
ſalvation. O my God, diſappoint Satan of his 
prey. Make a way for my eſcape. Enlightenmy 
darkneſs. Turn the water of afflition into the 
wine of comfort, my King, and my God. Oh, 
why is it not with-me, as in paſt days, when thy 
candle ſhone upon my head—when 1 was all on 
fire to ſpeak forth thy praiſe—yea, when it was 
my meat and drink to do thy will ? Oh, ſurely, 
thy mercies are not reſtrained; but mine 1n1quit!ie 
have cauſed thee to hide thy face from me. Shen 
me, my God, wherein I have tranſgreſſed, that! 
may repent as in duſt and aſhes, and never ceaſe 
ſupplicating thee, till 1 my a ſhelter from thc 
ſtorm, in the arms of my Jeſus, 0 Jes 


t 6 
O ſeſus, thou lover of my ſou}, thou haſt indeed 
turned my heavineſs into joy. How wonderful 
are thy works, O Lord, and that my foul Know- 
eth right well! How many unſcen dangers, toils, 
and deaths, hath thy hand led me through ! Oh, 
what adverſities, and temptations haſt thou ſhewn 
me, for my fuller purification ! And when often 


ready to fink through unbelief, thou didſt take me 


by the hand, and condu@ me ſafe out of the wit- 
derneſs into the goodly land of promiſe. ' Praiſe, 
then, the Lord, Q my ſoul, and forget not all hrs 
benefits! Now, O God, though the old Dragon 
mould rage, let me defy his power, being armed 
againſt him with the whole armour of thy Spirit. 
How often would he tempt me to diſtruſt, by ſay- 
ing, Where 15 now thy God ? My God, anſwer for 
thyſelf ; and ſurely, I alſo can anſwer, that my 
converſation is in heaven, from whence I look 
for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall quicken my 
mortal body, by uts reſurrection's power. There- 
fore, O my foul, paſs the time of thy ſojourning 
here in fear, and make ready for thy heavenly 
Bridegroom; for he will come to take thee up, 
that where he is, there thou mayeſt be alſo, ' In 


0 joyful hope of that glorious day, let me now ſuſtain 
l the croſs, and bear the burden of this body of clay, 
y till thou ſhalt take me into thy boſom. Lord, 


what are all my ſufferings in the fleſh, if thou but 
count me worthy'to ſit down with thee,” in thy 
kingdom ! Thou doſt magnify the riches of thy 
pree mercy, by extending it to ſuch a” rebel as 
pe, Should I not, therefore, love thee much, 
bbove all things, viſible, and inviſible? Bleſſing, 
Ind honour, and power, and might, and majeſty, 
de aſeribed unto my heavenly King, who was, and 
and is to come, the Lord Almighty. | 

O'my God, thou_art never wanting on th 

zart; thou art always willing to bleſs,” but I put 
ly mercies far from me, by my fins of unfaith- 
Ineſs, Even this day, how hath thine Almighty 
ower been diſplayed, by abundantly refreſhing 
of Crooping ſoul? Yet oh! what a heart bent 
to 


. „ | 


to backſliding did I find! I was much tempted, 


and much bleſt. TOP 


I am frequently robbed of my confidence, by 
reaſoning with my adverſary, the Devil. My 
ſoul being happy in my God, laſt night, he ſug. 


' geſted to my mind, „ Perhaps, this peace may 


proceed from natural cauſes ; as, on account of 
your abſence from your houſe and family, you are 
now free from all the cares of the world.“ In- 
ſtead of ſaying, ** Get thee hence, Satan,” I 
rather coincided with the Tempter, and then the 
Lord withdrew, leaving me to my old ſtate of 


coldneſs; ſo that I found it was not the place, or 


the company I enjoyed, but himſelf that comfor- 
ted me. I was afterwards inwardly moved to 
fretfulneſs, O Lord, „ Cleanſe the thoughts of 
my heart, by the inſpiration of thy Holy Spiri, 
that I may perfectly love thee, and worthily mag- 
| wy thy holy name.” ; ; 
Huw oſten am I brought into heavineſs by 
gratifying my evil and corrupt affettions ! At 
dinner, 1 found a ſtrong inclination to cat one 
kind of root at the table; and, inſtead of mort: 
fying this deed of the body, I indulged it. A 
the time, I thought, „Perhaps, I am only bringing 
myſelf into bondage, by abſtaining from ſo inne- 
cent a thing: but my conſcience afterwards 
accuſed me, Lord, enable me henceforth w 
deny myſelf, and to keep a ſtrict watch over 


_ appetite, 


Jan, 1778, I have been in ſome perplexiſ 
with regard to the place I ſhould ſetile in. Ian, 
naturally, very fearful, and, therefore, almo 


tremble to think of the obſtacles I am likely | 


meet with in every place, to hinder me from ru 
ning the race ſet before me, Oh that the 10 
would point out the bounds of my habitation, tha 
however unpleaſing to the fleſh, I may conte 
labour to do the will of God on earth, wee” 
is done in heaven! My God, thou knowe!t 


fire to ſerve thee; but, alas; I cannot, "Y 


may! 


Whoſe 


thou k1 


at the t 
0 


Wot brea, 


EJ 


power from on high. I am poor and needy : but 
thou, O Lord, art the lifter up of my head, and 
wilt ſupport me m the doubtful race. Thou wilt 
not ſuffer me to ſtray in the paths of ſin, but for thy 
great mercy's fake, wilt ſet my heart and feet at 
libert a 5 924 

I * deſcribe the wonderful apprehenſions 
have, of the freeneſs of grace to me. How 
deeply ſenſible am I, that my reſigned ſtate of 
mind entirely proceeds from the fountain of calm 
repoſe, Oh, forſake me not, my God, nor leave 
me, even for a moment; for, without thy conti- 
nual help, I muſt, become a prey to my own luſts, 
which thou, through thy ſpirit, haſt, in a meaſure, 
deſtroyed, Oh, let me hang on thee, as a child on 
the breaſt ! Let me receive nouriſhment from the 
lincere milk of thy word. Raiſe me above my- 


ſelf=above the ſorrow of this world, which wor- 
keth death. 


* Reiga in me, Lord thy foes controul, 
Who would not own thy ſway: 
Diffuſe thine image thro* my foul— 


Shine to the perfett day.” 


Lord Jeſus, into thy hands 1 commend myſelf, 
and all that belongs to me. nm 

My God is trying me as I am able to bear, and 
(to his praiſe be it ſpoken) 


In every temptation he keeps me, to prove 
His utmoſt ſalvation—his fulneſs of love.“ 


He enables me torejoice in tribulation, Surely, 
I may ſay, through the ſtrength of my dear Imma- 
nucl, 1 could go to priſon or death for his ſake, 
whoſe reproach I am unworthy to bear. Lord, 
thou knoweſt the covenant that I made with thee, 
at the time of my eſpouſals. Was it not the c 
Jof my heart, that J might be reduced to a morſel 

of bread, if I might but reign with theo eternally ? 
The 


1 | 


The Lord is my Shepherd, and I ſhall not want. | 
He ſtayeth his rough wind, in the day of his ca} ; 
wind, fo that I muſt ſay, He doth all thing; n 


well.“ te 
Lambeg, March ai, 1778. What great and Fe 
precious promiſes are made to him that overcom- 

eth! Oh may I wreſtle ſo as to obtain! Indeed, I 

find it is a warfare : but bleſſed be the Lord, our 

ſtrong tower, who hath ſaid, it ſhall not be at 

our Own charges, Yet how often am I aſſaulted 

with the fear that I ſhall not endure unto the end! 

But why: this unbelief ? Has not my adorable ( 
Saviour promiſed. that he will be a Sun anda of 
Shield to defend his people ? Therefore, though pri 
unworthy, and ſelf-abhorred, I ſtill retain a ſecret but 
hope, that, as one of the ſheep of his paſture, no- imp 
thing ſhall be able to pluck me out of his hands, hea 
Indeed, my comforts, of late, have been but ſhort ftrik 
and fleeting. I have often been in hcavinels, abur 
through manifold temptations, and much oppreſſed M 


under the ſenſe of remaining corruption in my been 
heart: yet, while under the rod, I find the ſtaf clay. 
of Cod, inſenſibly as it were, ſupporting me; ſo an er 
that though I am caſt down, I am not utterly ing h 


deſtroyed. I long to die to ſelf, that Chriſt may myſel 
kve in me. Oh that he may overturn whatever my he 
would inder the courſe of his love! ed to 


Lambeg, March. Glory be to God, that! ſeek an an 
not my teſtimony from man ; otherwiſe, 1 hond that h 
have been much dejected, this morning, by the 
inſinuations thrown out againſt me, by one, wht 


1 have good reaſon to believe, loves God. Pers feeling 


haps, her reproof was kindly meant, though hee heavier 
judgment was miſled, Oh, why ſhould evil ju! My! 
miſings diſturb our! peace ! Surely, the Lord G0 
knows abundantly more vileneſs in me, than att leſſenin 
other creature can imagine. May this teach 
not to form a raſh judgment concerning others 
Had we that love which hopeth all things, a lo anf 
that delighteth not in iniquity, we ſhould rathe 
throw a mantle over our neighbour's failings, ! 
found out; and when not manifeſted, pu! * 


mov 


1 83 J 
mdſt favourable conſtruftion on their actions. O 
my God, make me a loving diſciple of thine, that 
when I am reviled, I may not revile again, but 
may commit_my- cauſe to thee, who judgeſt righ-. 
teouſly, and beholdeſt from heaven our molt ſe- 
cret thoughts, 


Still may I walk as in thy ſight 
My ſtriet obſerver fee; 
And thou, by rev'rend love, unite 
My child-like heart to thee,” 


O my God, it is thou who raiſeſt the poor out 
of the mire, and cauſeſt me to ſit - among the 
princes of thy 8 therefore, not unto me, 
but unto thyſelf be the praiſe, For, alas! it is as 
| impoſſible for me to make a world, as break this 
heart of ſtone. It is only when thou, my God, 
ſtrikeſt the rock, that the waters of life flow out 
abundantly, ; | 

My youngeſt child has lately, through mercy, 
been delivered from the corrruptible tenement of 
clay. From the time he took his illneſs, I found 
an entire reſignation to the will of God concern- 
ing him, How often have 1 been led to dedicate 
myſelf and all that belonged to me in ſacrifice to 
my heavenly King! And when he has been pleaſ- 
ed to take my babes hence, I looked upon it as 
an anſwer to my prayers concerning them, viz, 
that he would ſave their immortal ſouls, and take 
them at the time they were moſt fitted {or joining 
the hoſts above. I have naturally very tender 
feelings, which. makes the croſs ſomewhat the 
heavier, . $ 

My little Edward's ſufferings were great; but 
| could not pray, etther for their removal, or 
leſſening. My deſire Was, that God's will might 
be done in him, whether by life, or death. I was, 


0 antwer ſome good purpoſe, either to him, or 
me. It is a bleſſed promiſe, As thy day is, to all 
thy firength be. Through mercy, in ſome degree, 

| 11 | I hnd 


likewiſe, perſuaded, that every pain he felt was 
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I find it realized, and can ſay, © Good is the wit 


| be 
' of the Lord concerning me.”, Surely, heaven by 
muſt be {weet to the weary pilgrim, who knows lit 
he has here no abiding city. Oh, may I ever keey ob 
the glorious prize in view, that the thoughts of * 
the bleſſed haven may cheer my ſpirits, While! an 
travel through this vale of tears. Lord Jeſus, hear kn 
my prayer. . dil 
Sunday April 19. Oh, what indignation (may har 
I not call it) areſe in my breaſt, this evening, when ſee 
I heard a profeſſor of Chriſt ſay, 5 If a pei ſon who * 
owed him fome money would not pay it, he would do 
mark a writ for her body.” O Lamb of God, or] 
this is not following thy bleſſed example, 1 my! 
could not help replying, © What do you more than the 
others ? Why do you not attend to the words of ack 
our bleſſed Maſter, and heavenly Teacher, If any my 
man take thy cloak, let him have thy coat alſo.” ITheſe inn 
are thy ſelf-denying precepts, O Saviour of the my 
world. To many it ſeems a hard ſaying : but oh, * 
we may learn thereby, that ſeſt and blood cannet ſelf 
inherit the kingdom. O my Saviour, give me thy cond 
meek and lowly mind, and power to pray for daily 
thoſe whole eye is not ſingle. It is of thy pure will 
mercy alone, that I am made to differ from them, M 
Leave me not, neither forſake me, O Lord God but 1 
ot my ſalvation ; for if ſhorn of thy ſtrength, 1 neſs 
Mall be weak and feeble, even as others. creat 
May 1, How. often have I beſought the Lord our 
to carry on his work in my ſoul! But oh! he what 
is accompliſhing it in a way that has, in ſome Oh, 
meaſpre, mortified that pride, which {till mixed eu 
itſelf with all I did. I wanted, as it were, to be begin 
a burning andWhining light, that men, ſecing m of thy 
good works, might glorify God: but I am * canſt 
led to think that I ſought my own glory: leaue thee, 
to my own underſtanding, and did not acknow, found 


ledge God in all my ways. But (thanks be > Ma 
Him) he has humbled me, in ſome degree, b) * ſtreng 
ting my capacity of being uſeful, both to that ! 


bodies and ſouls of men. At firſt, I diſperſe eagle, 


being 


abroad, and gave to the poor, ſelling all! 


— 


; 9.9 

being deſirous to lay up my treaſure in heaven: 
hut now, having expended all 1 had, and my 
little income greatly leſſened, I am oftentimes 
obliged to ſee my fellow creatures in need, and 
have not wherewith to ſupply, their neceſſities ; 
and it may, perhaps, be thought by ſome who 
know not. my ſituation, to be with-held from a 
different principle, Yet, even in this, I think I 
have reaped ſome profitable fruit to my ſoul, by 
ſecking my teſtimony alone from God, and de- 
firing only to be approved in his fight. I long to 
do all heartily unto him, not ſeeking the honour 
or praiſe that cometh of man, Alſo, when I find 
myſelf, at times, deſtitute of power to ſpeak to 
the edification -of others, I fink in ſhame, and 
acknowledge that all my freſh ſprings are in thee, 
my God. Oh keep me—keep me low, very low 
in my own eyes, that thou mayeſt be my ſtrength, 
my righteoufneſs, my Saviour, and my all. Oh 
bring every high thought, that would exalt it- 
ſelf, into captivity to Chriſt? Oh, may I ever 
confeſs -him my Lord and my King ; and ſtand 
_ at the poſts of his door, to learn his holy 
will ! 

May 2. Not unto me, not unto me, O Lord, 
but unto thee be all the glory. for any little kind- 
neſs I have this day exerciſed towards my fellow- 
creatures! Truly, it is thou, who haſt wrought all 
our works in us. O my Life, my Love, my God, 
what ſhall I render unto thee for all thy benefits ? 
Oh, how great is the ſum of them; Oh, why do 
| ever believe that Devil, who was a liar from the 
beginning, when he inſinuates that I am caſt out 
of thy ſight, as a withered branch. Ah no! Thou 
canſt not caſt a ſinner out, who humbly comes to 
thee, having nothing, ſeeking nothing, but to be 
found in thee, 

May 6. Thanks be to God, I think I find m 
ſtrength ſomewRat renewed, this evening. Oh 
that I could mount, as it were, on the wings of an 
eagle, and fly, and take the prize, that prize of 
beart- holinels, which I long to obtain. I have 

H x remarked 
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remarked, oftentimes, that when my fpirit re⸗ 
ms in God my Saviour, it quickens my mortal 

ody, ſo that leſs refreſhment than uſual ſuffices 
to ſupport my animal frame, and the fleep I take 
is not that deep ſlumber, whieh. deadens my fa- 
culties, for ſome time after I awake. Yet, in 
fome reſpe&s, I find myſelf particularly in dan- 
ger of being overcome at ſuch a time, by light. 
neſs of ſpirit, which may make me talk more than 
is needful. O my God, guard me in my moſt un- 
guarded hours, that whatever I think, ſpeak, 
or act, it may be with a ſingle aim to glorify 
n+ | | 
Mas 12, I was, this evening, ſadly convinced, 
from reading Henry's notes en the Revelation, | 
that 1 have, in a great degree, fallen from my int 
love, though ſome of the works {till remain, | 
Oh, why am I not more afflicted, when it is thus 
with me! Indeed, my ſoul is ſorrowful : but 
have I not reaſon to weep, and lament ? Alas! I 
find my heart hard, and too inſenſible. Lord, 
ſtrike the flinty rock, that waters may guſh' out, 
becauſe I have broken thy law. The enemy 
would tell me, when TI think of repenting, and 
doing my firſt works, that I am differently lituated, 
and cannot be ſo employed, from weakneſs of 
body, and other obſtacles: but oh, it mult bea 
ſtratagem, as Love is the fulfilling of the lau. 
O bleſſed Jeſus, ſtamp thine image on my 
heart. 

May 14. Yeſterday, I abſtained from my 
breakfaſt, being deſirous to call on my Lord, with 
' faſting and prayer, that he would ſtrengthen ths 
things that remain, which were ready to die. 
was much oppreſled, ing very ill in body, 6 

well as afflicted in mind, Yet, at one time of the 


day, I found melting of heart. Oh how ſweet, 4 
when we can pour out our ſoul in prayer to God: | 
I was much tried, this day, by hearing ſome, wi P 


pegs to know God, plead that it was rig" te 


ay up treaſures for their children on carth, andus 


\ 


* 


5: 5 | 
we ought to make all we can, in order to give all 
we can. But oh, how difficult is it to be Tabout-, 


ing continually for the meat that Ar and 


ſtill hunger and thirſt for that which endureth un- 
to eternal life! Had it been a poor man who ar- 
gued thus, I would not have marvelled ; but it 
was one, who, to all appearance, docs not diſperſe 
abroad what he already hath. Oh, how different 
are the goſpel-precepts from the wiſdom of men ! 
My God, may 1 be more and more ſimple, that IL 
may come to thee for heavenly teaching and in- 
ſtruction. Fearing had talked too much on the 
ſubje&, I retired to call upon my Lord; and oh, 
I found him near to bleſs. I could tell him of my 
trouble, and pray. for thoſe, who, I was aſſured, 
were beguiled, through the deceitfulneſs of riches. 
Surely, I may ſay, Mine eyes guſh out with water, 
becanfe they keep not thy law, Chriſt is too often 
ſtabbed in the houſe of thoſe, who call themſelves 
his friends, O my foul, come not thou into their 
ſecret ! for, with their lips they ſhew much kind- 
neſs, but their hearts go after their covetouſneſs. 
Omy God, though I be poor, and of no reputation; 
let me be dear in thy ſight. Oh, leave me not, till 
thou haſt brought me through the trials. and 


t troubles of this mortal liſe, to reign with thee 
1 above, where the wicked ſhall: ceale to trouble; 
1. and the weary pilgrim be at reſt. 5 


Down, May 22. I have been exerciſed, of late, 
with ſome uncommon trials; but, I truſt, my God 
ſill keeps me above the water- floods. My Savi- 
our was tempted in all points; and ſhall Ie pect 
to be exempt from the tribulations and croſſes of 
this tranſitory life; 1 long to ſing thoſe lines from 
the bottom of my heart. 


"6 Through all.the changing: focnes at hte; . off 
In trouble and in joy, 1.171 | 

The praiſes of my God dbalk ſtill! + 

My heart and tongue employ.” | . 
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In ſome meaſure I do find thankfulneſs, but ok, 
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that all my heart was love ! 
May. Oh, how ſhall I love that Saviour, who 


while he gives me to drink of his bitter cup, fup- 


ports we with the ſtrong confolatians of his ſpirit, 
alluring me, Lam all his own; ſo that 


a Though earth and, nelbengage 
To thake my ſoul with fear ; 
Calmly I defy the rage 
Of perſecution near.“ 


Glory be to God, Þ find precious fruit beneath 
the croſs, which I have been lately called to bear, 
Oh t what an unſpeakable mercy, that I ſcek not 
my teſtimony fromman. God knows, I deſire to 
glorify him—to do all heartily as unto-him—con- 
tinually eyeing him who is inviſible. I wiſh all 
well, who have thought or ſpoken evil of me. Ol 
way they obtain that love which hopeth all things, 
and. thinketh ne evil l. L find the reproach of 
Chriſt dearer than thouſands of gold or filver, 
being conſcious I do nat ſuffer as an. evil-doer. | 
have met with various trials ſince the Lord firll 
made me a member of his true church; but thoſe, 
which wounded. me deepeſt, were: from ſome wha 
were united to the ſame body of people. But, | 
believe, I muſt expect trials from within, as well 
as without. O my God, make me faithful unte 
death, that after being tried in this vale of tears, | 
may reſt in thy boſom, 


4 Far from a world. of grief and fin 
With God eternally ſhut in.“ 


Nov. 21. Thanks be- to God, who cauſeth u- 
always to triumph in Chriſt Jeſus. This day“ 


poſt brought arr account of the death of a rich un- 


cle of Mr. S. from whom, {peaking after the man- 
ner of men, he might have expected a large leg? 


ty; yet he was not evemmentioncd in his wall, 
ads . * Through 


1 


| grace, I can rejoice in what the world 
calls a diſappointment: to me it is a bleſſing from 
my indulgent Lord, who has always been moſt 
merciful to me, when moſt ſevere, When I art 
taſted that the Lord was gracious, how often was 
1 led to pray, that I might be brought to the low- 
eſt ſtate of poverty, rather than be full, and be 
unmindful of the Rock of my ſalvation: and he, 
knowing my weakneſs, may now, in mercy, be 
anſwering my requeſt, I only grieve that 1 can- 
not ſo fully lay hold on all the promiſes made 
to God's poor and afflicted people, from a ſenſe of 
my preſent unworthineſs, and paſt great unfaith- 
fulneſs, which is often a burden to me: yet I 
believe the Lord will fulfil that promiſe, Thy 
bread ſhall be given thee, and thy waiter ſhall. be ſure. 
He knoweth what things I have need of, and, 
hitherto, I have found him a liberal benefactor. 
„Man wants but little, nor that little long,” 
And oh! what would all the riches of the world 
pou were I to loſe my precious and immortal 
ul ? Oh, be all in all to me, in time and eternity, 
my Saviour and my God! | 
| Dec. 6. This morning, at claſs-meeting, I ſang 
theſe words, 5 94 


ive to mine eyes refreſhing tears, 
Give to my foul chaſte hallowed hres ;”” 


and (glory be to God !) I found an anſwer to this 
prayer, during the morning: lecture, part of which 
related to our bleſſed Lord's being tempted in all 
points, ike as we are. I felt a degree of gratitude 
thr that complicated bitter cup, which he drank 
the dregs of, for us men, and our ſalvatian ; and 
was comforted by the reflection, that the enemy 
of my peace even preſumed to tempt the Son of 
God, to doubt os. his Sonſhip, tentimes he 
thruſts ſore at me, in this reſpett, fo that I am even 
brought into bondage again to fœar; but, through 
mercy, I hope I ſhall hereafter be enabled to xe- 
bt lim, ſo that though I walk in darkneſs, = 

© 


though with reluctance. I have endeavoured 


' faſting, + Another ſhall gird thee, and not thy- 


| obedience by the things that ſhe ſuffered ; and 
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ſee no light, I ſhall yet ſtay myſelf upon my Cod, 

who hateth putting away.” | 
The following. paragraph was written juſt be. 

fore herlaſt illneſs. - | 

am ſometimes ſo weighed down, and oppreſ- 

ſed, that I ſeem unable to engage in any temporal 

matter : yet I ſtrive to keep myſelf employed, 


tö humble my ſoul with faſting, but when J uſe 
even a {mall degree of abſtinence, I am ſo weak 
and faint, the next day, that it is painful to me to 
go up ſtairs, Theſe words, which Gregory Lopez 
ſays were internally ſpoken to him, when he was 
going to uſe ſevere diſcipline, often come to my 
remembrance, and ſomewhat diſcourage me from 


felf, and carry thee whither thou wouldſt not.“ 
Indeed, I believe my God will not fail to correct, if 
he ſees it necdful.”” | | 

It leems that God intended ſhe ſhould learn 


therefore, to the very laſt breath ſhe drew, gave 
exerciſe to her Chriſtian graces by the ſtripes of 
his afflicting rod. She not only endured much 
from a diſordered, emaciated body ; but alſo, from 
a keen ſenſibility of her innate corruption, till 
ſhortly before her death. "Though the knew that 
God, for Chriſt's ſake, had forgiven all her fins, 
and, by the agency of his ſpirit, had created her 
anew unto good works; yet betng convinced, that 
ifany man has the hope of ſeeing Chriſt as he is, 
he muſt purify himſelf even as Chriſt was pure; 
ſhe frequently felt ſuch godly ſorrow from a ſenſe 
of the remains of fin, that, with ſtrong crying 
and tears, ſhe was obliged to call upon the Lord 
to avenge her of her adverſary. Having a “con- 
ſcience quick as the apple of an eye, the leaſt 
approach of fin to feel,” and knowing the ſpiri- 
tuality of God's nature, and the breadth of the 
commandment, which extends not only to the 


outward actions, but to the words of the mouth, 
| a 


n 
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and the inward thoughts of the heart; therefore, 
whenever ſhe perceived any deviation from the 
erfett law, and fpotleſs purity of God, who cal- 
{ea her unto holineſs, ſhe was loathſome in her 
own ſight, and mourned in ſecret places, that the 
fell ſo ſhort of the glory of God. She wreſtled 
and prayed, that ſhe might be entirely renewed in 
the ſpirit of her mind, and love the Lord her God 
with all her heart, and ſerve him with all her 
ſtrength.” But, before her prayer was anſwered, 
ſhe waded through the depths of ſpiritual diſtreſs ; 
though God kept her head above the writers, and 
did not ſuffer her to fink, as he gave her © comfor- 
table hope that ſhe ſhould ſee all his goodneſs, and 
power to fave, in the land of the living. ; 
When her health began to decline, having à 
ſtrong perſuaſion that the time of her departure 
was at hand, and fearing that ſome of her Chriſ- 
tian brethren might fall ſhort of the glorious reſt 
pon for.the people of God, ſhe wrote freely, 
ut lovingly to them, concerning thoſe parts of 
their conduct which ſhe deemed reprehenſible. 
From the timid baſhfulneſs, and great courteſy of 
her nature, ſhe felt more diſtreſs in reproving, 
than thoſe who gave her occaſion for it; but /as 
ſhe herſelf told them) © jt was imprefſed upon her 
mind; and faithfulneſs to God and their ſouls 
conſtrained her to undertake the painful duty.“ 
Sy One of her letters was addreſſed to two friends, 
for whom ſhe felt uncommon affection, and was, 
therefore, defirous that they might be perfet ſaints 
of God, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works. 


c; Wben exhorting one of them to “ forſake the 
ile world, that he might find reſt to his ſoul,” ſhe 
ng added, Indeed, in following the, commands of 
2rd God, there is great reward. I now feel the bleſ- 
on- ledneſs of having an Advocate with the Father, 
alt He is my FENG, all unworthy as I am. The 
iri- of the Lord is my ſtrength, and I am now 


going to be for ever with him: for he has pro- 
niſed that he will never leave me, nor forſake 
ne; and, indeed, I feel his promiſes are ſure, For 


oh! 
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oh! he loved me freely, and he loves me to the 
end. Pardon this digreſſion my heart was full.“ 
Then proceeding, in the moſt delicate manner, to 
give him and his wife further inſtruttion in righ- 
- teouinels, ſhe afterwards ſpoke concerning a rccla- 
tion of theirs, who, ſhe thought, was too {elf-in- 
dulgent. Will my dear Mrs, — accept a meſ- 
ſage from her dying friend? *Tis meant in love, 
though my ſpeech may ſeem rude. Charge her 
from me, as {he values her precious and immortal 
foul, to deny herſelf, and * up her daily crols; 
ſor there are few, I believe, that have not been 
croſs-bearers, that ſhall be crown-wearers, If we 
hive after the fleſh, we ſhall die ; but if we, through 
the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, we 
ſhall live. Self muſt be denied—the body mult 
be kept under. We muſt ſuffer (if we would 
reign with Chriſt) many inconveniences to the 
fleth, For my own part, I do not now regret any 
thing I denied myſelf of, for the kingdom of hea- 
ven's ſake; for, through divine mercy and 
ſtrength, 1 feel I have fought a good fight : and 
now that my warfare is almoſt ended, I can ſet to 
my ſeal that God is true; and not one of the good | 
things has failed which he promiſed me, when he 
called me to ſeek his face. I is true, I have been 
a rebellious child; but he has ſo often reclaimed } 
my ſoul, and brought me back into the paths of 
righteouſneſs, that my heart, and all that is within 
me, would magnify his name, who only doth ſuch 
wonderful things, even to ſave ſinners from they 
fins. | 
And now, my dear friends, I bid you farewel. 
Beware of this 'enſnaring world. Beware of the 
love of other things entering in, and ſo ye become 
unfruitful, Peace be with your ſpirits.” 
In the poſtſcript, after mentioning the my 
of ſome, with whom ſhe had walked to the hou f 
of God in company, ſhe concluded thus, © * 
them that I love them dearly in the bonds of gol, 


pel-love, Farewel, K that happy time, 1 


4 
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truſt, we ſhall all be caught up into the air, and 
ſo we ſhall be ever with the Lord.“ | 

Thus did this bleFed woman deliver her own 
ſoul, in Tetting before her weaker brethren, the 
things wherein they did amiſs, and that at a time, 
when ſhe was ſcarce able to hold her pen, through 
pain and weakneſs, As ſhe was a ſtriking pat» 
tern, to them that believe, of every good word 
and work ; may all that are called by the name of 
Chriſt be followers of her, as ſhe was of him; and 
ſeeing the faithfulneſs and grace of God ſo emi- 
nently diſplayed in her ſalvation, may we learn to 
truſt more in his almighty power and love, 
through all the various viciſſitudes and tempta- 
tions of life; that we may enjoy the ſame comfort, 
and the ſame victory over fin, death, and hell, that 
ſhe did, when in the laſt agonies of diſſolving 


nature. 


: Bitter, indeed, is the thought of death to a 
; man that is at eaſe in his poſſeſſions, and that has 
1 lived without God in the world ; but to her, who 
1 was delivered from all undue attachment to earthly. 
1 things, and whole affections were ſet on things 
q above, it had nothing terrible in it; yea, rather, 
fee. it came with a moſt welcome ſummons. As ſhe 
ys knew, by the witneſs of God's ſpirit with her's, 


a that mortality ſhould be ſwallowed up of life; and 


ſhould have a houfe not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens; therefore ſhe was not even in 
a ſtrait whether ſhe ſhould chuſe life or death ; 
but, if it were the Lord's will, had a deſire to de- 
part, and be with Chriſt, which. rs far better than 
to remain a ſojourner in this barren land. | 

It has been already obſerved, that, before ſhe 
fell ill, God ſeemed to hide the light of his face 
from her, and that, from the ſenſibility of her na- 


Wretched woman that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
from this body of fin ?“ Therefore, one day, 
finding herſelf extremely ill, and ſuppoſing tbat 
death was Juſt at the door, ſhe'was greatly alarmed : 
- ay 


1 


r 
| * * 


"| that, when ſhe py off the fleſhly tabernacle, ſhe 


tive depravity, the language of her heart was, 4% 
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and terrified at the thoughts of departing, without 
a clear, feeling ſenſe of God's love towards her; 
and all ſhe could ſay, was, God be merciful to me 
a ſinner.” However, both then, and afterwards, 
ſhe received many encouraging promiſes. 
Tho! ſhe received much comfort from the aſſur. 
ances of the divine favour towards herſelf: yet ſhe 
was greatly harraſſed by the enemy, who was tempt- 
ing her to arraign the mercy of God, in the damna- 
tionof ſinners ; and was particularly ſhocked at the | * 
thought, that any of her beloved kindred after the hi 
fleſh ſhould eternally periſh, While ſhe was in of 


this uneaſy ſtate, two miniſters (of whom ſhe | 2 
had the higheſt opinion) came to viſit her, exactly of 
at the ſame time; and, opening her mind to them, ore 
they endeavoured to perſuade her that God was {pe 
merciful and juſt”; and that finners would be left dre 
ſpeechleſs in the day of judgment, and would | f 

ſtand ſelf· condemned before the tribunal of Chriſt; er, 
laying their damnation entirely on their own ob- ron 
ſtinate impenitence, and wilful continuance in in, ber, 
Though ſhe derived no great ſatisfaction from befe 
what they ſaid at the time, yet, ſhortly after, the eve 
Lord brought her mind into a calm * 355 
with his procedure in regard to the wicked, who, | Upri; 
ſhe ſaw, would be juſtly turned into hell. So, the Kol. 
ſnare of the fowler was broken, and ſhe was de- bn 
livered, „ o ; bun 

About this period, in her fleep at night, ſhe WI Cod. 
thought ſhe {aw a coffin lying acroſs her bed, with eat 
her name on it ; and therefore, when ſhe awoke, dear 
ſhe expected that the place ſhe was in would ſoon below 
know her no more. But, while commending her- ., 
ſelf to the God of her life, a. voice as it Were, blood) 
whiſpered in her ears, Thou ſhalt not die, but * ' DIM 
and declare the wonderful works of God—T ne Lor, Thi 
hath chaſtened and corrected thee, but hath not Steig ber dit 
thee over unto death. It is hard to ſay, whether this] Was nc 


was from God, or from Satan, who might "_ pretati. 
wanted to prevent her ſrom wreſtling in prayer 


for that aſſured intereſt in the merits of ay lolſed te 
and that perſonal holineſs, without which no mal 


* 


KH 
(hall ſee the Lord, or from manifeſting, to the- 


glory of God, her triumph over him, and the king 


of terrors. We know that he quoted Scriptuce 
to our Saviour, in the wilderneſs, that, by this 
plauſible method, he might the more ſecurely 
tempt him to fin, But, certain it is, that ſhe 
conlidered/ the words as ſpoken by God, ſo that 
ſhe did firmly believe ſhe would be raiſed up from 
the bed of languiſhing.. Yet, as God's intent in 
reſtoring her health, was, that ſhe ſhould glorify 


lineſs, in the fear of God, all the remaining days 


| ſpect began to waver, eſpecially as ſhe had two 
t dreams, confirming the one mentioned above. 

1 Previous to her illneſs, ſne was told by a preach- 

- er, that he had a molt extraordinary dream con» 

— cerning her, and that he intended to call upon 
1. ber, in order to give her a full relation of it; but 

m before he came, ſhe thought that his dream was 

e revealed to her, as ſhe lay aſleep, She appeared 
ce i 


to herſelf like a large, ſtately veſſel, lying quite 


0, WJ upright in the wide ocean, which was as ſmooth 
nc s g!2's ; and though there was not a breath of air 
le- to ruifle the waves, yet ſhe was in full ſail, and 


bound for America. Upon this, ſhe thus addreſſed 
ſne bod. Thou haſt called me, O Lord, to make a 


ith Veat ſacrifice ; to leave my native country, my 
ke, Lear friends, my ſwect children, my loving and 
bon beloved huſband, and to go to a diſtant land, 
hs 


embroiled with tumult, and all the horrors of 


obey.“ 


was no longer the ſeat of war, ſhe put this inter 
pretation on her dream. * God has ſocſtabliſhed 
nd ſettled me in the faith, that I am not now 
olled to and fro with the winds of temptation and 

| I | un. 


him, it made her very importunate at the throne 
of grace, that ſne might be enabled to perfect ho- 


of her life. However, when ſhe found her diſ- 
order daily gaining ground, her faith in this re- 


bloody war : but, fince ſuch is thy will, I gladly 


This made a great impreſſion on her, and when 
er diſorder increaſed, and ſhe heard that America 
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fin, I ftand upright and firm; and can lift up my 
head with holy boldneſs, for all about me is {ercye 
and calm, 


And not a wave of trouble rolls 
Acroſs my peaceful breaſt, 


Iam now, I believe, taking my laſt voyage, and 
ſailing to the land of everlaſting peace. As, there- 
fore, God has called me to part with all I hold 
dear on earth, and will bring me into @ better 
country, that is, a heavenly, I am willing to 
remove. | 
Now, though the preacher's dream was not the 
ſame with hers, yet it was ſignificant of the com- 
lete renewal of her ſoul in righteouſneſs ; ſo 
that he really believed ſomething remarkable was 
about to happen to her. 
At another time, ſhe dreamed that a certain 
godly friend came, and told her that ſhe muſt go 
a'long journey, to which ſhe readily conſented, 
and, for that purpoſe, put on a riding-habit of an 
uncommonly white colour, When ſhe rode a 
little way behind him, ſhe felt herſelf very uneaſy, 
thinking that ſhe ought to have another over it 
of a mulberry die, By the former ſhe ſuppoſed 
was meant that fine clean linen (mentioned in the 
Rev. xix. 8.) which ts the righteouſneſs of faints; 
but by the latter, ſhe concluded the garments f 
falvation were typified, which Chriſt puts on his 
believing people, in whoſe meritorious blood, and 
ſpotleſs righteouſneſs they muſt appear clot hed 
before the throne of a juſt and holy (zod. As ſhe 
alſo thought that the man ſtopped on the road t0 
dig ſome potatoes out of the earth, ſhe looked upon 
this as figurative of her burial. | 
From theſe various notices, it is no wonder 
| that ſhe imagined her pilgrimage was nearly over; 
et ſtill the words that had been ſo powerlully 
impreſſed on her heart, often recurring with freſh] 
force, made_her doubt of her death. Her ſilter⸗ 
in law, likewiſe, happening to mention, in a ou 
ter or two, the confidence ſhe had that it wory 


* 
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be unto her according to the word of the Lorg, 
ſhe began to upbraid herſeif with her unbelief; 
and though human appearances were {ſtrongly 
againſt her, yet her faith in the power and word 
of God revived, ſo that, for many weeks, ſhe 
had a thorongh- perſuaſion that ſhe would recover. 
To effect this end, various medicines were admi- 
niftered by an eminent doctor; but her fever 
ſeemed to baffles all his ſkill, and to ſurmount 
every preſcription. to ſupprels it: yea, it rather 


grew more violent, ſo that, at laſt, ſhe determined 


not to take any thing for it, and to throw herſelf 
entirely on the care of that God, in whoſe hand 
is the breath of all mankind, and to whom belong 
the iſſues from death. 

Indeed, her ſufferings were ſo extreme, that 
every one was amazed how ſhe could hold out ſo 
long under them; for, after 22 weakened by a 
miſcarriage, ſhe had a moſt dreadful bilious diſ- 
order, attended with an almoſt total loſs of appe- 
tite, a conſtant nervous cough, and a high Toy 
fever, which neither bliſters, nor James's pow- 
ders could, in the leaſt, abate ; and, latterally, ſhe 
had the thruſh to a moſt violent degree, and a 
hot, ſaline ichor was frequently ſtowing from her 
head, and ſtomach, through her mouth, ſo that 
he uſed to wet fix or more double cloths in an 
hour, It mixed with every thing ſhe eat, which 
made her food quite nauſcous, and it was of ſuch 
a corroding * that if it fell on a thin part 
of her ſkin,, ſhe felt it eating into her fleſh, Yet, 
in the midſt of the burning, fiery furnace, ſhe 
praiſed the God of Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed- 
nego, who walked with her in it, and did not 
luſter the flames to kindle upon her, ſo as to hurt 
her better part. Oh, what a great God is the 
Chriſtian'a God, who can deliver his people after 
this ſort! Read, and admire his power, manifeſted 
in a poor, weak woman ; weak in herſelf, but 

ong in him, 

Once when ſhe believed herſelf to be dying, ſhe 
ſpoke to all that came near her, as their ſeveral 
I 2 ſtates 
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Rates required. To her ſon ſhe gave a moſt ſo- 
lemn charge; and while urging him to repentance 
and to the remembrance of his Creator, in the 
days of his youth, among many other {triking 


obſervations, ſhe mentioned Mr, Haliburton's dy- 


ing caution to his eldeſt child, “My dear John, 
ſaid ſhe, you ſeem. ſometimes to have convictions 

from God, Beware of them; they are the moſt 
dangerous things you ever meddled with, Each 
of them is God's meſſenger ; and if you del 
poiſe the meſſenger of God, he will be avenged of 
ou.“ 

Applying herſelf to her huſband ſhe ſaid, „ 
love you; molt dearly love you; but I love my 
Saviour {till better. I am no longer yours, for | 
am going to him. Prepare to follow me, that we 
may meet again, where there is no marrying, nor 
giving in marriage, Indeed, I never had a {tron- 
ger hope of your everlaſting ſalvation than I have 
had during this illneſs:: Therefore, fear not, 
Only do the work of an Evangeliſt, and give 
_ yourſelf to the miniſtry of the word. Go on as 
Fou have done, preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and exhorting believers to grow in grace, Urge 
the babes in Chriſt, to become young men, ſtrong in 
the Lord, and the young men to preſs forward, till 
they are made fathers in Chriſt. Tell them that 
there is firſt the blade, then the ear, and then the full 
Cora in the ear; and that when the harveſt is ripe, 
God will put in the ſickle, ' Earneſtly contend for 
the faith once delivered to the ſaints ; but let it be 
with meekneſs of wiſdom ; for no one will ever be 
convinced by warmth, and the wrath of man work- 
et not the righteouſneſs of God. 

After this, ſhe defired that others who were in 
the houſe might be called to her bed-fide, to each 
of whom ſhe gave a portion of meat, in due ſeaſon, 
And when a pious friend came in, ſhe cried out, 
% Youare not one of the fooliſh virgins, that have 
lamps without oil; profeſſion without grace. Oh, 


pray that your whole body may be full of light 
| | | that 


| 
{ 
t 
/ 
} 
5 
m 
to 


hi 


* 


1 $01 | 
| that it may ſhine forth more and more. Shortly 


after, ſhe offered up a moſt powerful prayer for 
all that were near and dear to her; and when ſhe 
had concluded it, ſhe ſaid, Is it not wonderful 
how IL could forget my darling little Mary; but 
it news how effectually I am weaned from earth, 
and earthly things.“ Then ſhe commended her, 
and the other children, to the grace of God, in 


h Chriſt Jeſus, | ; - S 
. About three weeks preceding her deceaſe, ſhe 
f ſpoke thus to.a godly man, who was talking of that 

great ſalvation from fin, which Chriſt works in 
1 the hearts of his people. © I can truly ſing the 


ſong of the bleſſed virgin, My ſoul doth magnify 
1 the Lord, and my ſpirit doth rejoice in God my Saviour; 
for he hath regarded the low eftate of his handmaiden. 


- He that is mighty hath done great things for me, and 
by holy is has name. I know that I am his, and he is 
** mine. Indeed, Satan would ſometimes tempt me 
o to diſpelieve the power of my God, Away, foul 
Yar fend, away 1 Why ſhould I limit the Holy-One 


of Lirael ?“ Then, lifting up her eyes to heaven, 
ſhe ſaid, „Surround me, O Lord with walls, and 


- bulwarks, that the Tempter may not come frigh 
15 me, and cauſe me to tranſgreſs. Keep me under 


the ſhadow of thy wings, till the tyranny of fin be 
paſt, Haſt thou not promiſed to bruiſe Satan 
under my feet, and that ſhortly ? Surely, Chriſt 
and Belial cannot dwell together: no—thou wilt 
waſh me from every ſain, that I may walk with 
Seen ghjte. Self ſhall be deſtroyed, and fin ſhall 
ceaſe. 

Then, diretting her diſcourſe as before, ſhe ſaid, 
% That text lately came to my mind with great 
power, There was war in heaven, and the great 


oy dragon was caſt aut ; and (bleſſed be God'!) he is 
aſon Galt out. That ſubtle enemy has been ſtriving to 
860 diſturb and diſtreſs me : but Jeſus, the ſerpent- 


bruiſer, has cruſhed his power, and mightier is he 
that is for me.” Whea the man ſaid, upon this, 
„es- believe you are ſanctiſied throughout, 
body, loul, and ſpirit, the replied, All I can 

+ | 1 3 | fay, 


. 
fay, is, that I amkept in peace, without fear, an? 
in a full confidence that I am, and will be the 
Lord's; and that is a great matter. Were I lefr 
to myſelf, I ſhould ſoon be moved. Unſuſtained 
by God, I fall.” But when I am weak, then an 
I ſtrong, I feel the want of Chriſt every inſtant, 
He gives me no ſtock to live upon, becauſe he 
knovs I would ſquander it away: but he ſupplies 
me as my needs require. I know that I am pre- 
ſerved from moment to moment, by the mighty 
3 of God; and what more can I deſire ? It 
e keeps me from moment to moment, then I am 
ſafe; and he has ſaid, That none may hurt thee, ! 

will keep thee night and day.” | 

In converſation with her huſband and others, 
one day, ſhe made the following reflections. 


« Many things paſs within me, which I am not 


allowed to utter. - But it matters not how dull or 
ſtupid I appear to man, if I am only approved of 
God. I have often made this bargain with him, 
- that if he would but give me his grace, and teach 
me wiſdom ſecretly by his Spirit, I would never 
defire to appear beautiful outwardly unto men : 
and he has granted my requeſt ; ſo that, though! 
am happy in his love, and under the influences of 
His Spirit, I have no inclination to leave what 
is called a great teſtimony' behind me, If it 
be not the will of my God, I am content with- 
out it. 
I have been formerly perplexed with many 
doubts and ſcruples, and the enemy took great 
advantage of me: but, bleſſed be the God of all 
grace, Who has now filenced the accuſer of the 
*brethren! Thanks be unto him, for he has given 
me the victory, through our Lord Jefus Chriſt! 
In the blood of the Lamb is life and ſalvation : ! 
make that my only plea. | It is ſaid of the faints of 
old, that they overcame by the blood of the Lamb; 
and (bleſſed be God !) ſo have I. I ſee ſuch 
fulnefs1n.Chriſt that I want nothing, though I feel 
myſelf poor and empty. I find thoſe words now 


verifed, In the fear of the Lord is ſtrong n 
. 4 


* 
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end his children ſhall have a place of refuge, I Wave 
ſuch a filial fear of offending God, as gives me 
confidence towards him. Nay, at the worſt of 
times, I have a hope that bears me up for, while 
he corrects me with one hand, he upholds me with 
the other. Though this poor body ſuffers very 
much, et my ſpirit doth rejoice in God my Savi- 
our, The griping * | feel are very ſevere. 
They remind me of the gripes of conſcience, which 
John Bunyan ſpeaks of; but ſince God has deli- 
vered me from them, I may cheerfully ſubmit to 
the other. The will of God is as ſweet to me 
when he afflicts me with pain, as when he gives 
Nea 

For ſome time before I took this illneſs, I found 
a diſengagement from all things here below, I 
was crucified unto the world, and the world unto 
me: But I now experience a greater change than 
I have ever yet done; for I know what it is to 
love God with my whole heart. I have continual 
acceſs to him, and intercourſe with him.“ 

While her huſband was earneſtly importunin 
the Lord that her ſickneſs might not be unto death, 


* 


1 but that ſhe might be raiſed, with recruited ſtrength 
of of dody and ſoul, to ſhine forth as a burning light 


inhis church; ſhe interrupted him, b laying, «I 
requeſt you will not pray for my life 
the utmoſt ſubmiſſion to the will of God; for I 
have given myſelf up to him, and he will do for 
me, and with me that which is beſt.” 
peaking of a very powerful medicine that was 
preicribed, and which ſhe was almoſt afraid to 
lake, leſt ſhe might be inſtrumental in haſtenin 
er end, ſhe ſaid, „Before I took it, I praye 
no the Lord, and he anſwered me, to the joy 
pt wy ſoul; therefore 1 ſwallowed it, not only 
thout uneaſineſs, but with comfort, knowing 
at it would accompliſh his will, whether it was 
or life or death; and either are indifferent to me. 
we no choice about the matter, for my will is 
urely loſt in his. If I have a defire to live, it 
chat J may live more to his glory, and die to 
u and all things here below.“ | 


Being, 


e, but with 
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Being, one night, put to great torture by a bliy. 
ter, Which raiſed her fever to ſuch a height as to 
deprive her of her ſenſes, her whole talk was 
about the all-fufficiency of Jeſus to redeem Iſratl 
From all fs inigutties. In the morning, ſhe laid, 
«My baek is burning, but no matter-—all is well 
it is God's will, and I am glad of it. I am a ſinner, 
but Jeſus Chriſt is a Saviour—he is indeed: I | 
know it ; for he has faved me—he has ſaved me to 
the uttermoſt. 

At another time, the fever coming on at an un- 
uſual hour, when her hufband expreſſed his con- 
cern about her, ſhe faid, Well; I cannot be forry , 
for what I ſuffer from God's appointment : I feel 
His favour, and that is better than the life itſetſi th 

If this be death which is upon me, I can teſtify th. 
chat it is peace, quietnefs, and afſurance for ever. me 
Well may 1 cry out, with Mr. De Renty, „ Truly, 
the beginning and the end of religion is {weet,” 
Oh it is ſweet. Mark the perfect man, and behold 
the upright, for the end of that man is peace, What 
haſt thou done for me, O blefſed Jeſus! Let all 
my friends know, that J die in full aſſurance of the 
fauh I embraced from the firſt, and that every 

romiſe of God is made good to me. I now ex- 

erimentally know that I am crucified with Chriſt ; 
nevertheleſs I l - yet not J, but Chriſt Hioeth in ne; 
und, the life I now live in the fleſh, is by the faith of 
the Son of Cod, who loved me, and gave himPelf for 
me. I am ſealed with the Holy Spirit of promiſe. Sin 
is deſtroyed, both root and branch. The leet oi 
the woman has bruiſed the crooked ferpent. The 
wicked-one has no power over me; for I cat 
fay with Ignatius, „I carry the Crucified in ny 
heart.” | 

Lady Mary F, who ſpent ſome hours witi 
her, almoſt every day, during her long confine 
ment, has often declared, that ſhe came to her, 26 
ſhe did to a facred ordinance, in order to recent 
inſtruction and comfort. When talking with het 
ladyſhip, once, about the final iſſue of her diſore 
der, fhe ſaid, „ am ſure 1 ſhall die, for man 


reale. 
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reaſons, The Lord has totally freed me from alt 
worldly ties and attachments; for, though I love 
my huſhand and children as well as ever, yet I 
find a perfe& willingneſs to leave them,” On her 
ladyſbip's replying, ' “Indeed, my dear, I am 
aſhamed to ſay, that I fear the Lord means to take 
you, by making you ſo meet,” ſhe ſhook her head, 
and waved her hand, in a moſt ſignificant manner, 
ſaying, * Ah, never ſpeak in that way, as it might 
be hurtful ! While we are in the fleſh! we are apt 
| to take pleaſure in being approved, that I am 
forced to put fuch things far from me,” 

Speaking of ſome things that had given her cold, 
ſhe ſaid, “ am ſenſible that chefe things have 
thrown me back; but they do not ſpring out of 
the duſt, They were all appointed, and confirm 
me in the belief that I am to depart, And, in- 
deed, I am rather unwilling to recover; though, 
if it be the bleſſed will of God, I defire to be re- 
ſigned to it. I do not ſpeak thus, as if I had any 
tear of falling away from him ; for he is faithful 
who hath promiſed,” and he will keep me unto 
everlaſting ſalvation. But I wiſh to be out of the 
body, that I may be rid of fin for ever. If I am 


grieve his Holy Spirit, and my affections might 


bleſs his name, they are, at preſent, looſed from 

earth, and ſet on things above.” | 
Being exceſſively ill, one ſabbath day, while 
der huſband was engaged in miniſterial duties, on 
his return ſhe ſaid to him, „ have been ſuffer- 
ng, and triumphing with Chriſt, ſo that pain was 
le, He has been a good and a kind friend to 
Fe, and has kept my mind in perfect peace. I 
pnd him faithful, and unchangeable, and feel the 
ruth of all his eh As the hairs of our 
ead are all num ered, ſo J am ſure our ſuffer- 
"35 are equally appointed, and dealt out by 
leight and meaſure, My mouth, and my heart, 
ould be always filled with his praiſe, Oh, how 
eat are his mercics to his ſinful creature! Iam 
3 8 ſick 


brought back from the gates of death, I might 


become more worldly than they are now: for, I 


e rr 
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kick at the very thaughts of my, own naſtinels, and 
fhlthineſs. But oh! how. efticacious is the blood 
of ſeſus ! it cleanſeth from all-fin,, Oh, he is gra- 
cious—he is lovely. Oh praiſe him! praiſe him! 
He fills my ſou! with gladneſs—he crowns me 
with tender mercies, and loving-kindneſs.“ 

In diſcourſe, after wards, with ſomebody, about 
her diforder, happening to term it an affliction, 
ihe corrected berfelf, ſaying, „Indeed, it cannot 
be called an affliction, as the Lord fo ſweetly com- Wi}. 
forts me with his preſence. , I never had ſuch 
tettled peace as in this. bleſſed illneſs.“ And 
When one ſaid, „If it were the Lord's will, 1 ble 
ſhould be glad to ſec you reſtored: to health,” ſhe 
rephed, „It is juſt as it ſhould be—it is juſt 
right, I would not wiſh to be otherwiſe than as 
the Lord ſees fit. I begged him not to [pare the 
rod, for my crying. Oh how good he is!” Then 
attempt ing to ſing a hymn. of thankſgiving, and 


| | not 
being obliged to ſtop on account of her hoarls- WF... 
neſs, ſhe laid, „I find I have no voice to prait Me; 
him; but I am content with that, alſo, and thank- WW; | 
ful that he has given me a heart. to praiſe him.) WW 

After a meal, which ſhe took with ſome reliſh, I am. 


ſhe ſaid, How kindly has the Lord dealt with 
me | I have wanted for nothing. He has given 
me plealant food to eat: but, what is {till bettey 
he has given me that meat which the world knoy- 
eth not of; thathving bread, which ſhall nouriſh 


dloo 

meunto everlaſting. life.“ — 

When one ſaid to her, * 1 obſerve 2 ggg 

alteration in you, ſince I was laſt here,” {6 nd w; 

anſwered, © Oh yes ! my body is ſpent, be | hap 

the inner man, I truſt, has $7909 ſome groun H. 4 
Through the violence of her fever, one di 


her head was light; but though there was nol 
perfect coherence between all her ſentences, Jg 
he never uttered a fooliſh word, nor any thank 
that did not relate to vital religion. While py 
ing of the ſpiritual mercies ſhe had received, k 
would ſometimes pray, and, at other times, 1 


guce verſes of hymns, ſome of which ſhe M 
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ſing, as if making melody in her heart to the Lord. 
Jam a poor ſtranger in this land, ſaid the, but 
not an alien from the commonwealth of Tfrael, nor a 
foreigner in the city of the ſaints. I was almoſt 


ed aſide to folly, and my wicked heart had ſo 
ungratefully rebelled againſt God. I ſpeak of my 
infirmities, in order to ſhew the power and read1- 
neſs of God to pardon, He ikipped over the 


ot mauntains of fim, like a roe, or a young hart. He 
bad thoughts of peace, and not of evil towards 
ch me. He came and revived me, as the corn, and my 
nd 


ſmelh ſhall go forth as Lebanon. Unnumbered 
bleſſings on my ſoul his tender care beſtowed. He 
called mg by his grace he led me by his love—he 
corretted me 1n'mercy, and he has brought me to 
| 3 WS this hour. 
the The ſcourge: was laid on my back at a needful 
hen ume, to rub olf the ruft of my tins ; and there has 
and ¶ not been one ſtripe too much. It is good for me 
that T have been afflicted. In the day of adverſity 
rails Wwe are apt to conſider, and we ſhall have ſtrength 
ſor ſuffering times. My mouth is opened, and I 
cannot ſhut it now. Though I am light-headed, 


lid, lam not heavy-hearted No, no— Though I have 
with a fore body, I have not a fore heart. That would 
Wende 2 grievous ſore, indeed. But there is balm in 
etc CG ilead, and a phyſician there: therefore am I 
no" healed, I know that 1 have need of the atoning 
our Wood of Chriſt continually, and that he mult 

ater me every moment, and keepme by his power, 
Ly ri ſhould be worſe than a beaſt. Without money, 


Ind without price, he offers himſelf to poor ſinners. 
\ happy exchange ! to give nothing, and obtain 
oun ll, He is the Captain of my falvation—Imma- 
ie day uel=G od. with me. Oh, how ſweet it is to be 
me with God, and God with us! When we 


_ well in Chriſt, and Chriſt in us—when we are 
dune ſpirit with the Lord. 
2 (pet 


# Now, bleſſed Jefus, ſubdue all things to thyſelf. 
t me be a fit habitation for- God, through the 
Pirit, cleanſed from all earthly loves, Reign 
| | thou 


afraid to expe conſolation, as Thad ſo often turn- 


$ 4 


yp 
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thou unrivalled in my heart, the Lord of every 
motion. Thou, haſt promiſed that the great dragon 
all be caſt out, and my ſoul relies on thy word, 
Thou knoweſt I want to be like thee, and to be 
conformed to thine image, that I may ſhine forth 


to glorify thee—not to exalt re no 
that would bea prefumptuous ſin— That be far 


| 
from me to ſeck myſelf. Bleſſed be God, I have 
the teſtimony, of a good conſcience, that in ſim- | 1 
plicity, and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wil. } L 
dom, but by the grace of God, I have had my con- g 
verſation in the world. And even that is a gift— W * 
| Oh, let me never aim at any thing, but to pleale WI 
God.“ | * X pe | | h 
The next day, ſhe ſaid, „Oh, how thankful WI © 
ſhould I be unto God! for, indeed, he has done th 
great things for me. I am nothing—l feel myſelf WM * 
nothing—I know that Chriſt is all in all to me. I } 
am built upon a ſure foundation, becauſe I am | wy 
entirely drawn off from every thing in myſelf, WW 
and can give. God the whole glory of my lalva- Þ * 
tion. Self is, indeed, brought low. The crea- To 
ture is humbled, and the Saviour is exalted, If 3 
J have fallen in the firſt Adam, I have riſen in 1 
the laſt Adam: and, ſurely, he is more powerful 6 
to reſtore, than the other was to pollute, Oh, 57 
why are, we ſo {low of heart to believe the great ** 
and precious promiſes of God, for an entire re- 1 
newal of our nature? Why ſhould we think his | 2 
hand ſhortened, that it cannot ſabe ? Many texts he 
were accompanied by the power of the ſpirit, this * 
day; particularly theſe tWo For this purpoſe ua, whit 
the Son # Cod manifeſted, that he might deſtroy bie ſale | 
works of the devil—And' again, That ye may be * 
blameleſs, and harmleſs ; the fons of God, without re- 107 
buke, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe natd "Ik 
among whom ye ſhine, as lights in the world.“ i 


Being afterwards very Ill, ſhe ſaid, When the! Rar 
ſever comes on, it ſeems. to oppreſs me, like 44 101 
heavy weight; but the . arms being (he ti 
ſpread beneath bears me up under it. God does % A 


comfort me of a truth.“ Then fetching a 7 f 
& why 


, 
1 


- 
2 88 
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* [ oh 1 5 
figh or two, The: ſaid, 4 This fishing does not 
roceed from unhappineſs, but diſorder: ſor it 
13 common in nervous complaints, and gives me 
relief.“ | | 

Obſerving her huſband: and lady Mary affected, 
ſhe ſaid, „It is a wonder that we ſhould ever 
mourn for any of our friends that die in the Lord, 
when Chriſt pronounced them bleed.“ And in 
ſome. time after, When ſhe perceived him ſhed- 
ding tears, ſhe thus accoſted him with a coun- 
tenance which expreſſed joy for herſelf, and ten- 
der concern for him, “It grieves me to ſee you 
weep. ' Surely, you ſhould rather break out into 
hymns of thankſgiving. - Sorrow not for me, as 
thoſe who have no hope; for I have a good hope, 
through-grace, - My anchor is caſt within the veil, 
and is ſure and ſtedfaſt. N 

When one came in, and aſked her how. ſhe 
was, ſhe anſwered, „ Weak in body, but ſtrong 
in ſpirit ; my heart is lightened of its load, and 1 
am comforted.” On ſome pertinent occaſion, ſhe 
fad, Oh, what a blefſed liſe is the life of faith E 
To live no mort, but Chriſt to live in us—oh, 
that is heaven upon earth 1'* As her fever always 
threw her into a burning heat, and was preceded 
by ſuch chills, that no cloths could put warmth 
imo her limbs, ſhe obſerved, That amongſt the 
inhabitants of the heayenly Jeruſalem there would 
be no heats nor colds ; for it was written, The ſun 11 
Hall not light upon them, neither any heat.” And as | | 


ſhe had often ſuffered from want of meat and 4 
drink, which ſometimes could not be ee | 
while her appetite was keen, ſhe comforte ber- Fi 
ſelf with the thought, that, in the temple of Gd, 11 
the ſhould hunger no more, neither, thirſt any more: 1 
lor, laid. ſhe, the Lamb which is in the midft of the | 1 
throne all feed me, and lead me unto living foun- * 
tains of . and ſhall wipe away all tears from my h ; 
RN | OST. | | . 1 
In the evening, one deſired to fee her, who [| 
(he thoyght} was not ſufficiently ſenſible that the - 9 
wth which juſlifiech the ungodly is the gift of 1 


for me, And as a child that wants to learn every 
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God ! therefore, while ſhe recited the mercies 
of God to her ſoul, ſhe took occaſion to ſhew 
that they were all undeſerved, and free, When 
he introduced himſelf by ſaying, „I am glad to 
hear, Mrs. Smyth, that you are ſo comfortable in 
pour mind,“ ſhe anſwered “ Yes, Sir—lI am hap- 
py, my in my God, who keeps me night and 
day. I am one of the Lord's redeemed—1 am a 
ſaved finner, through the blood of the Lamb, 
« Have you no clouds ?” ſaid he. To this ſhe 
replied, “ In the beginning of my illneſs, I drank 
of a bitter cup. I groaned under the weight of in- 
dwelling fin. The Comforter was not with me, 
and I felt what a grievous thing it was to want an 
Advocate with the Father: and, once, when 1 
thought I was dying, I. heard the thunderings, 
and ſaw the lightnings'of Mount Sinai ; but my 
ge flew to my refuge, and filled my heart with 
is love, aud my mouth with his praiſe. And 
now þfeel his mighty, quickening power, upholds 
ing me in my fickneſs. All fear is taken away; 
and I have a perſuaſion that he who has kept me hi- 
therto, will keep me to the end, If I am to live, I 
am fure it will be to glorify him; and if I am to 
die, I know I ſhall be with him. And oh! ! 
feel that the whole work is of grace, and freely 
| Lows As Chriſtlaid down his life freely for us, 
ithout any merit on our part, ſo every good, and 
every perfect gift cometh down from above, and 
is freely beſtowed. I am but the caſket that holds 
the jewel. I am only as clay in his hands, which 
he.moulds, and faſhions, according to his good 
pleaſure. | 
When I leaſt. expected it, in an hour that [ 
looked not for it, as the lightning ſhineth from 
one end of heaven to the other, the Comforter 
appeared to my ſoul, in ſweet manifeſtations : io 
that man has nought whereof to glory, Chril 
is the Author and Finiſher of faith : he has done all 


lng e 3 depen 0 Bt be wang 
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Jeſſons'of his grace. No man can quicken his own 
ſoul. All would be darkneſs within, if Chriſt, 


and. my. ſhield—he enlightens, and defends me.” 
On, his ſaying, * I am glad you have ſuch a good 
roſpełt, ſhe replied, © Yes, bleſſed be my God 
1 5 a goodly heritage —I fear no evil.” And 
when ſhe ſaw him riſing from his chair to go away, 
he thus prayed for him, „Peace be with your 
ſpirit. May the God of all grace be your guide 
A (ah, hf life, May the Spirit of truth lead you 
into all truth, May he make you a burning and 
ſhining light; and, at laſt, may you ſhine, as the 
brightneſs of the ſun, in the kingdom of your Fa- 
ther. Once more, farewel.” | 
Hearing a letter read to her, wherein ſhe wa 
adviſed to conſult a particular doctor, ſhe ſaid, . I 
will have but the one Phyſician, that God who 
woundeth and healeth—who bringeth down to 
the grave, and raiſeth up again. 1 ; 
have been already tried, and they have all proved 
ineffectual: yea, rather, they ſeem to have made 
me worſe, Fear not, continued ſhe, neither be 
diſmayed, God has choſen this afiftion for me, 
and he will choole the iſſue. I ſhall not depart 
before his. time, and that is a good time, If the 
Lord ſtrengthens me by his Sonett in the inner 
man, let him do with the outer man, as ſeemeth 
good in his fight, Let him raiſe it up to honour, 
or bring it down to corruption, Indeed, I believe 
that God will manifeſt his power in reſtoring me, 
but ifnot, he will bring me home, where this vile 
body ſhall be faſhioned like unto Chriſt's glorious 
body. People may think that my ſpeaking of my 
recovery. imphes a deſite of life; but it is a ſmall 
matter with me to be judged of man's judgment. 
1 really wiſh not for life but ſhould rather be 
well pleaſed, to be removed from the various 


counter, if continued longer here. I truſt I can 
lay, I love not the world, neither the things that 
| + Ade. 


the light of men, withdrew. But he is my ſun, - 


uman means 


temptations and trials that 1 would have to en- 


4 
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are in the world, No—if it be my Father“ 
good pleaſure to take me, I know it will be t9 
Abraham's boſom. - Therefore, come life, come 
death, they are both equal, for Chrift is mine,” 

April 28, ſhe ſcarce got any reſt for her poor 
body, but her heart was joyful, and her mouth 
was filled with ſongs, in the might-feaſon. She 
ſaid that “ fuffering was nothing, fince Chriſt 
was with her—yea rather ſuffering with him wa 
ſweet, © Indeed {added ſhe) I want to live, and 
move, and be in God, or, more properly ſpeak- 
ing, to have him move in me, 104 be the Corn 
of all my actions. I have a baptiſm to be baptized 
with, and how am I ſtraitened, till it be accom- 
pliſhed ! Oh, ſuffer me not, for any pains of death 
to fall from thee ! But Lord be thou my ſtrength,” 
Afterwards ſhe ſaid, „Oh, how ſhall I praife 
God, who hath ſhewn ſuch mercy towards me, 2 
+ worm, who am undelerving of the leaſt! 

ow good he 1s to uphold his feeble creature in 
fuch a trying time as this; Death ſeems to have 
engraſped his fainting prey! but though my bo- 
dy 1s, falling into ruins, yet my ſpirit has a 
comfortable. hope of 'being 'in the paradiſe of 
God, All theſe light afflictions are but for a mo- 
ment, and are ER out for me an exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory. If I go, I go a foul 
eſcaped to bliſs—my lot ſhall be among the ſaints, 
' Becauſe the mercy of Godendureth for ever,there- 
fore have I a good hope,” | 


ſhe was, it drew tears from her eyes ; upon which 
ſhe ſaid, with ſmiles on her face, Ah, don't 
ſorrow for me, for I am joyful in the God of my 
ſal vation. I can rejoice, give thanks, and praiſe: 
for he is very gracipus to his poor creature. The 

world is Tante but Chriſt is preſent—he is the 
hope of glory in my heart.“ Then ſhe ſaid, 
«What a weak creature am! I was glad to lee 
you ; but the ſight has overcome me. 1 muſt ſhut 
_ my eyes, and lie quiet for a few moments. . 


When Lady Mary came, and hearing how ill 
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After recovering from the, agitation ſhe was in 

er ladyſhip a ed her how ſhe felt herfelf 7 1 
have, ſaid ſhe, a diſordered body, but a happy mind 
IL have a great pain in my ſide, but a wounded 
ſpirit God hath taken away. My Lord's good. 
neſs. is freſh arid new to me every morning 
Chriſt is precious—he is a ftiend in time of need, 
He is a place of broad waters to me. He is my 
Shepherd, and I want nothing.—1 go in and out, 
and find paſture, He gives me every thing I need, 


turn to my hurt. When 1 Was Tpeaking, juſt 
now, to a woman about the mercies of my God, 
ſhe ſaid, „ To be ſure you will get ts heaven, 
if you are one of the elect:“ Bleſſed be God! 
J am ele&, and called. Herein is love, not 


f inclined my heart to give myſelf to him, aid he 
| choſe me. bn nn 
« "Tis mercy all, immenſe, and free; 

: That thou, my God, ſhouldſt find out me!“ 
2 1 | 

f And oh! great is thy faithfalnefs, and all-fufficien- 
- cy! Thou. wilt fave to the uttermoſt—and ſave to 
5 the end. Oh to grace how great adebtor ? Grace, 
| grace ſhall be my laſt ſong. Lady Mary then 
. laid, „ Youare a 2 py ſoul, notwithſtanding all 
. you ſuffer;“ to which ſhe made this anſwer, 


WW 


« Yes, Iam happy, and my hopes are all laid up 


=_ 3 
— — 


* looked upon as they forward our journey thither. 
Ny Therefore, we are only to'confider our fufferings 
= here as a preparation for | hereafter ; and then 


he we ſhall be brought to the angelié throng! to 
he _ the Lamb that was ſlain, world Without 
4 AY; Wr 


ee Seeing Lady Mary look ſorrow ful, ſhe ſaid, 4 


ut an afraid you grieve, and I want you to rejoice; 


and denies me nothing, but what, he knows will 


that I loved God, but that he loved me. He 


above, This is not our reſt—heaven is our home * 
as Thomas a Kempis ſays) and all things are to be 


lor am in good hands. If the journey of life 
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was at an en would ou not ſay, „ Well, I am 
glad ſheis 2 ed n uh in the haveg 
of everlaſting reſt,” Indeed, L thipk my ſhattered 
bark will ſoon be ſafe landed. tis ſhattered, but 
not any rs _ Weep. not then, for me, 

When 1 get home to m ather's: houſe, III be 

beds good care of Jappinels, holineſs, and 
eaven are the dear purchaſe of thy blood, O thou 
Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſins of the 
world. In the hour of death, and in the day of 
Judgment, good Lord, deliver us, Our conquer- 
ing Saviour has the keys of death and hell, and he 
keeps the keys of heaven to open unto all belie- 
vers; and there ſhall be an abundant entrance 
adminiſtered unto all the heirs of glory. The 
Porter. will open unto them; for all is yours (ſays 
the AgoRia) becquſe de are, Chriſt's, They ſhall 
come from the Faſt, and from the Welt, and 
Qhall fit down in the kingdom of God. I felt a pe- 
culiar ſweetnels in thoſe words, lait night, Comfort 


* 


ve, comfort ye my people, faith.your God-Sprak ye 
comfertabls to — — 427 — = her, 25 her 
warfare 35 accompliſhed, and that her iniquity is 
pardoned,” _ 4 | 
When ſhe obſerved the ſun darting its rays 
ſtrongly into the room, ſhecried out, Oh, what 
| a blefſed day it is! a day to be regarded, as it af- 
fords a faint reſemblance of the bright day of 
eternity, that night obſcures not. The Lord 
ſhines upon the face of the earth, and maketh it to 
bring forth fruit. Oh what a ſweet emblem is that 
luminary of the Sun of righteouſneſs ! He is ſweet 
to me. He enlightens, he cheers, he comforts 
me; he cauſes me to revive, and bloſſom, and bud. 
Fi is a Sun and a Shield, and no good thing 
ll be withhold from them that walk up- 
7, * f 
Continuing in the ſame happy ſtate of mind, ſhe 
talked of God's goodneſs, 7} ſang Ne all 
the day long; and when hearing Lady ary ſpeak 


: 


in a deſponding manner, concerning-herſelf, ſhe 
© thus encouraged her, “ Say unto them that * 


— 


tus ] 
of fearful hearts, be ftrong—fear not—thy' God will 


come and that with # recompence——he will come, and 

ſave yon, Do vou not think that I ſhould have a 
eeble heart, if the Lord did not ſtrengthen me ? 
— he ſays to me “ Be ftrong and of a good 


courage; be very courageous ; for thy ing 
goeth before thee unto the battle.” Of what, 
then, mall 1 be afraid 7 fhe Lord of hoſts 
is on my ſide—he wilt Ft out the enemy, 
and ſay, Deftroy.” She then raiſed this ſpiritual 
Jongg FAO L104 424 4 v1 3 24526 1509 


is Then let our fongs abound, 
_. _ , Andev'ry tear be dry— 
We're marching through Immanuel's ground 
| To fairer worlds on high,” | 


Laughing then for joy, Lady Mary expreſſed her 
wa, * her 2 that he Wald Hick ſpend 
herſelf ;' upon which ſhe ſaid, „ merry heart 
| maketh. 4 cheerful countenance; and is it not written 

that they fa laugh and ſing? What cannot our 

God do? He upholdeth our ſouls and bodies in 
life, nor can my breath depaft, till he withdraws 
u: All my comfort is in the bleeding Lamb, who 
took away my ſins; Vet a little while, and he 
that ſhalt come, will come, and will not tarry.“ 
Then applying herſelf to Lady Mary, ſhe bi 
«I truit len meet your happy ſpirit there. and 
that we ſhall know each other, Undoubtedly, 
you will be there, if you faint not; and I have 
do fear of your fainting : for 2 ſhall be kept, 
by the mighty power of God, unto everlaſt- 
Aa That is the chain which links us 


Her huſband ſay ing to her, My dear, you are 
highly favoured of the Lord, and every ane ſees 
and acknowledges. it, ſhe replied, © Then te 
God's grace be all the glory. Give him the 
praiſe, for praiſe alone to him belongs. He is the 
*oterel zm but the clay; and 4 rude maſſy 
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Tump 1 have been: but he has given me many 
blows to poliſh me; and I find it is good for ne 
to have been afflicted, that I might learn his 


ſtatutes, and be obedient unto his will. Vet - ' 
it is the blood of Chriſt; that cleanſeth from al e 
fin,” 
April 29. Being aſked how ſhe was, ſhe ſaid, 9” 
* I am very ſore, and ſeem to myſelf as if I wa _ 
bruifed all over; but no matter; it is the will of Row 
my God; therefore, I ſubmit, and kifs the hand Cod. 
that deals the blow. I have long looked upon my belov 
life here as forfeited, and — crucified to eve « 
the deſire of it, as I know that I ſhall inherit deep 
everlaſting life, Again ſhe ſaid, I was thinking oble; 
| n that text, with great comfort, Your life u noth 
with Chriſt in God. There is ſomething light 
very ſweet in it, eſpecially, when one feels it as Noche. 
I do.” - 1 "MP foul | 
April 30. As a female friend was telling her, * 
that her deſires were towards God, and the Or 
remembrance of his name, ſhe gave her this apain 
advice. Oh, be faithful unto every conviction voice 
of God's Spirit, and obedient to the heavenly cal Wi his w 
ling, walking worthy of God unto all well-plea- on er 
fing. He ſpeaks to his people with a ſmall, ſtill WWW That 
voice, and they muſt liſten to his whiſpers. We As 
ſhall be like loſt ſheep, going aſtray, if he does not Wi ming, 
uide us, and we do not attend to his directions. raifir 
ut if we are his ſheep, we will hear our Shep- 8 m. 
herd's voice, and not follow that of a ſtranger, uptigt 
He will lead us into all truth; and the anointing and th 
which we receive of him will teach us all things, Ma) 
and inftruR us to- profit, ſo that we ſhall know the about 
way wherein we ought to go. But then, ſays he dhe fy 
be not as the horſe or the mule, that hath no under: Widroſs 


Naunding. We mult be. very paſſive, and willing veſſel 
to comply with the leadings of our Wonderful ter's uf 
Counſellor; and then our path will ſhine more leſſons 
and more unto. the perfect day. Therefore, m7 Wwildon 
dear, follow on to know the Lord, till you be root nd th 
ed and grounded in knowledge, But oh! w"0 iivecter 
can know him? Who can find out the Almighty _ =} 


f a5 1 


No perfection ? He ſits on the fouls of his people» 
as a refiner's fire, or as fuller's ſoap, waſhing them 
from their en them from all 
Llthineſs, both of fleſh and ſpirit making them 
all glorious within, @ fit habitation for God 
through the Spirit. And oh! how clean muſt 
that heart be that expects the Holy One of Iſrael 
to dwell in it! All earthly loves muſt be far 
away, before he will take up his abode there, 
Remember it is _ the pure in heart that Mall ſee 
God, They ſhall ſee his will in all things here 
below, and ſhall Tee his face in glory. When the 
S cve of the mind is bright, it penetrates into the 
deep things of God; but when it is muddy and 
obſcured, We ſtumble as at noon-day, and can ſee 
nothing. Therefore, my dear, while you have the 
light, walk in the light,” Indeed (ſeid the 
other) I do ſeek the Lord, and it is the cry of my 
ſoul that he would make it holy;“ to which ſhe 
anſwered, “ It is good to be a mourner in Zion.“ 


J 

: On their parting ſhe bade her farewel, ſaying. 
$ again to her, “Oh, be faithful to your Shepherds 
voice, and follow him in the regeneration; for, 
+ WH tis wages are 1 and peace —a peace 
„on earth begun, which never more ſhall end. 


That 2 be mine and thine! ?! | 
As her ſmiling face was the index of her happy 
mind, Lady Mary ſaid to her, after ſhe had been 
ee God, « love to ſee you ſmile; and then 
made this reply, 5 Praiſe is comely for the 
upright, -God cauſeth his face to ſhine upon us, 


8 and that cheers our countenance.” WY | 
Sy May 1. To one who was converſing with her 
10 WF about her complaints, ſhe ſaid, I defire to lie in 
16 Wi the furnace till I be entirely refined, and all my 
v droſs purged away, that I may be moulded into a 
g veſſel of honour; meet and ſanRified for my Maſ- 
ul er's uſe. In adverſity we are taught many uſeful 
© i eſons; and, blefſed be God, he does teach me 
y e ſecretly, though I am but a dull ſcholar? 
— ag cup Which he has given me to drink ** ; 
: | May 
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May 2, Her fever raged fo violently, that it 
threw. her into a kind of delirium, ſo that ſhe 
talked, and prayed, and = inceſſantly, He 
raptures were ſuch that her heart ſeemed to be 
warmer with divine love, than her ſkin with 
heat: and, indeed, it is very remarkable, that ſhe 
moſtly ſeemed happieſt, when ſhe was work, 
“Oh, ſaid ſhe, it is a ſweet thing to hang upon 
our God! to have him all our own—to feel his 
power—to taſte his love, Then, whether I live, 
or die, all will be equal; for, Chriſt is mine, He 
will be glorified in me—he will take of his own, 
and put comelineſs upon me, and cover my delile- 
ment. O Lord, thou haſt broken this heart of 
ſtone, and turned it into fleſh, to take the ſtamp 
divine. Oh, let holineſs unto the Lord be written 
upon it, and ſeen in all my converſation ! For, 
Holineſs becometh the Lord for ever, and holineſs 
becometh his ſaints, Oh, let me walk circum- 
ſpealy, not as a fool, but as wiſe. Lord, thou 
wilt purify unto thyſelf a peculiar people. Thou 
wilt cleanſe them, and dwell amongſt them; and 
thou wilt not be like a gueſt that tarrieth only for 
a night, but thou wilt take up thine abode with 
them for ever. O my God, let this be my expe 
rience. Perfect what is lacking, deareſt Lord. 
Thou haſt revived my drooping ſoul. Thou hat 
wrought all thy works in me—1 have nought 
whereof to boaſt— All, all thy goodneſs freely 
ow And now; Lord, thou that heareſt prayer, 

leſs, with me, my children, my friends, my dear 
huſband. Let us all meet together at the right 
hand of Jeſus Chriſt:“ | | 

Having got a heavy cold, that night, ſhe awole, 
the next morning, in great pain; and ſaid, « 
am Riff with cold, and feel as if I was bruiſcd in 
a a mortar : but though I am very ill, yet all 15 ver 
well; for, all is working together for my good 
I would not be without correction. God ſees ' 
neceſſary for me; and I love his rod. _ 
love his rod, as well as his ſtaff, He is as ind 


„Ares. an 
gent when he chaſlens, as when he _ 3 
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ſurrounded with mercies, and afflictions are not 
the leaſt of them. It is true, my body feels, but 
my ſpirit is willing to ſuffer. He has corrected me 
for a ſeaſon, that he may receive me with joy for 
ever.“ | 

About mid-day, though her fever roſe to a great 
height, yet it did not abate the fervor of her ſpirit, 
She was filled with conſolation, and thus poured 
forth the ecſtacy of her ſoul. | 
Thou art my God, and I will praiſe thee, for 
thou haſt done wonderful things. Thou haſt been 
my ſhadow from the heat, and my refuge from 
the tempeſt, when the blaſt of the terrible one was 
as a ſtorm againſt the wall, I will truſt in thee 
for ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting 
ſtrength, With joy do I draw water out of the 
wells of ſalvation, ſo that I thirſt no more for 
creature happineſs. My God, thou haſt ſaid, thou 
wilt cover me with thy feathers : therefore, 


under the ſhadow of thy wings ſhall I be ſafe, 


01 Once have 1 ſpoken, yea twice, that power be- 
nd ok he unto WL owes to ſave unto the utter- 
— moſt all that come to him. The time is come 
i 


which he told me of; this is a time of love. I do 
2 under thy ſhadow, O my God, and thy fruit is 
pleaſant to my taſte. Faithful art thou to thy pro- 
miſes. Who is a God like unto thee, that giveſt 
ue medicines to heal all our fickneſs ? Thou haſt in- 
cel} ed chaſtiſed the fleſh, but thou wilt ſave the 
fen pirit, in the day of the Lord Jeſus. Then I ſhall 
dea ſee the needs be for all this, and I ſhall praiſe 
Sb thee, for ever and ever: yea, I do now praiſe thee, 
But I know 1 ſhall have tribulation many days; 

yet not too many; for, I require it all, {Glorify 
thyſelf in me, O Lord, by any way that thou 
thinkeſt, proper. Make me a ſpeQacle to men 
-v angels, it it be for the manifeſtation of thy 
W gory. If thou keepeſt me under the rod, thou 
wilt, alſo, keep me by thy power, that I faint 
not, King of ſaints, help thy feeble Ifſraelite. 
hou att the Captain of my ſalvation, and thou 
Wilt overeome for me. While I have any being, I 


oke; 
61 
ed in 


will 
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will fing praiſes unto my God; for, through hin 
I ſhall do valiantly. Oh, keep the wicked-one 
under my feet ! Thou haſt promiſed it, and thou 
wilt doit. Yes, in a little while, thou wilt come 
and ſave me with an everlaſting ſalvation, Time 
is but a ſhort ſpace, When compared with eternity; 
it will ſoon be over: Therefore, all the days of 
my appointed time will I wait, til} my change 
come, This is the ſeaſon to ſuffer—and then will 
be the ſeaſon to rejoice,” 

The thoughts of that tranſcendent happineſs, on 
which ſhe was going to enter, made her burſt into 
tears of joy; and then ſhe ſaid, My heart is full 
—my heart is full-I wiſh I could weep more. 
My Jeſus wept tears of 'blood for me. He is my 
boaſt, and of Ran will I make my ſong.” Then ſhe 


began ſinging, 


„Thou hidden fource of calm repoſe, 
Thou all-ſufficient love divine, 

My help, and refuge from my foes, 
Secure 1 am, ſince thou art mine: 
And lo from fin, and grief, and ſname, 

I hide me, Jeſus, in thy name.“ 

Having thus experienced the plenteous redemp- 
tion which is in Chriſt. Jeſus, her compaſſionate 
Heart was deſirous that others, who are halting be- 
tween two opinions, and ſtriving to ſerve oth 
God and mammon, might be partakers of it, like- 
wile : therefore, ſhe thus breathed out her, ſoul, 
in prayer for the members of that part of Chriſt's 
church, with whom ſhe was outwardly united, 
Be favourable, and gracious, O Lord, to the 
ſins of thy people. Shew them the purity thou 
requireſt. Then ſhall their peace flow as a rive 
—then ſhall their righteouſneſs be as the waves of 
the ſea, The Lord faith, * a man forſake al 
that he hath, he cannot be my diſciple. Therefore, 
give. them, O Lord, give them eyes to ſec dhe 
that make for their peace. I pray for the 


thin 
whole ſociety, O Lord, thou knoweſt "oY 
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much ſaying, and little doing—great profeſſion, but 
little 1 in word, and pride in the 
heart. But it will never do—-No, no—lamps 
without oil will never carry them to the kingdom 
of heaven. Take up thy croſs (ſays Chriſt) and follow 
me, And ſurely, they will not repent following 
ſuch a Maſter. But becauſe they are not willing 
and obedient, they eat not the good of the land. 
Fooliſh creatures ! thus to loſe their all for no- 
thing—thus to barter heaven for earth! Oh that 
they were wiſe! Almighty God, raiſe up ſuch as 
will ſerve thee, in ſpirit, and in truth. I know 
thou haſt a people amongſt them, and a great 
ople too—but they are not all Iſrael, who are of 
Hrael. Is not thisthy word unto them? My fon, 
give me thine heart, Oh that they may give thee 
their whole heart! Subdue them unto thyſelf, O 
God, Oh that they were no longer double-mind- 
ed! If they would enter into life, they muſt part 
with every boſom ſin, though it were dear to them 
| as a right-hand, or a right-eye. Cut it of (thou 
bn layeſt) pluck it out. Oh that they may hearken 
' unto thy voice, and take thee for their por- 
tion ! for, what is worthy to be compared 
unto thee ? As thou art willing to embrace 
them, may they be as willing to run to thy 
embrace,” | 
When her dinner was laid before her, ſhe ſaid, 
*It is the bread of life I hunger. for. My loves 
and my defires are crucified.” While the was 
cating, out of the gladneſs of her heart, ſhe cried 
* How richly has the Lord provided for me: but 
111 was poor, and unable to purchaſe the good 
things I have, I ſhould be as content without them, 
as am now thankful for them. He giveth bread 
to ſtrengthen, and wine to cheer the heart of 
man; but ungrateful man is apt to abuſe all his 
2 O Lord, keep me temperate in all 
ings,” 
Talking, afterwards, of her bodily ailments 
we ſaid, “ What is pain, or eaſe ? Pain is but pain 
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it has not a ſting, like ſin—it wounds not the 
heart—it racks not the foul. When Chriſt is in 
the heart, it is no matter what the body ſuffers, 
This fleſh ſhall foon be gone, and my ſpirit ſhall 


be ever with the Lord. No more to go out—ng 


more to go out, Tranſporting thought !” 

May 5, ſhe ſaid, © Chriſt, and all he has is 
mine. When we have Chriſt, all is ſafe, both in 
time and eternity. My fafety is in the croſs and 
in him that hung thereon, He bled and died for 
me. How ſhall I praiſe thee O my God! How 
mall I ſhew forth all thy goodneſs ! Thou art my 
joy in grief, my eaſe in quent all in all.” 

Towards night, her head growing ſomewhat 
tight through the intenſeneſs of the fever, ſhe did 
not ſpeak in a connected manner; but what ſhe 
did ſay, fully evinced the joyful ſtate of her 
foul, and the mighty power of grace to keep the 
mind ſtayed upon God, in the midſt of very heavy 
bodily preſſures, 

« In what a ſweet calm frame do ] find myſclf! 
I have great peace: it is like a refreſhing wind: 
my ſoul is centered in my God, I love him be- 
cauſe he firſt loved me. Yes, yes—but whoſo- 
ever defileth the temple of God, him ſhall God 
deſtroy. O my God, thou eanft keep thy poor 
worm from dekling thy temple. Great peace $a 
they that love thy law, and nothing ſhall offend 
them. The Loid keepeth them by day, and by 
night, and ſaveth them in every trying hour. He 
ſhowers his benefits upon them, as the dew upon 
the earth, and refreſhes their weary ſouls, 1 wi 
guide thee every moment (ſays he) 1 will guide thee 
with mine eye. Does not that promiſe extend to 
the minuteſt eircumſtances of life? And are not 
the hairs of our head all numbered ? I ü believe 
I'm not quite right in my ſenſes, but I wiſh to 
have juſt as much ſenſe as God chooſes, and to 
be as wiſe as he would have me. I am weak 
in body, but eaſy, and comfortable; at leaſt 1 


feel fo. When the ſoul commits itſelf to the 
„ Lord, 
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Lord, to be its keeper, it is then well kept.— 
Chriſt and Belial do not agree together: one 
muſt, out. We cannot ſerve God and mammon. 
Thee the unholy cannot ſce. One thing have i 
defired, that I may dwell in the houſe of my Gol 
for ever, But who ſhall dwell therein? He that 
hath ctean hands, and a pure heart. There is no 
dark hour with me, except it be the ſhades of the 
night—and, in the new Jeruſalem, there is all 
light, That city has no need of the ſun, neither 
of the moon to ſhine in it; for, the glory of God 
doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof: 
and the nations of them which are ſaved ſhall 
walk in the light of it. The inhabitants, alſo, 
ſhall no more ſay, I am ſick. No, no— There 
death is gain to the Chriſtian—they ſhall be of 
the houſhold of God, and there they ſhall ling of 
him that died upon the tree. Oh, that will be a 
happy employment!“ | 
| Then her bowels of pity yearned over thoſe 
; who ſhall be hanzfhed, with an everlaſting deſtruction, 
from the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
lus power. Therefore, ſhe broke forth into this 
prayer. Lord, look upon a guilty land—ſend 
forth thy light, and thy truth—give them eyes to 
ſee the day of their viſlitation—oh, pluck them as 
brands out of the burning, as thou haſt plucke1 
me!“ The thoughts of having eſcaped he dam- 
nation of hell, ſeemed now to ſwallow up every 
other confideration, and called her to turn her 
prayer into ſongs of thankſgiving. Accordingly, 
ſhe cried out, “ Praiſe him, praiſe him! Let 
every thing that hath breath praiſe the Lord! 
yea, and things that have no breath. O ye hea- 
vens, bleſs ye the Lord! Praiſe him, and mag- 
nity him for ever! O ye ſun, and moon, bleſs ye 
the Lord! Praiſe him and magnify him for ever! 
O ye ſpirits, and ſouls of the righteous, bleſs ye 
the Lord! Praiſe him, and magnify him for ever ! 
and, O my ſoul, wilt thou be filent ? Bleſs thou 
the Lord, O my ſoul—-praiſe him and magnify him 


for ever 
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Thus did ſhe extol the God of all grace, who 
had delivered her from going down to the pit 
having found a ranſom for her: and, at bed time, 
after ſome converſation with her huſband ſhe laid. 
„J am not afraid of dying in my ſleep, for my 
God has redeemed me. Therefore, I will lay me 
down in peace. and take my reſt, for it is he only 
that can make me dwell in ſafety.” 

After converſing about Lady Mary's intended 
journey to Ircland ; in the moſt earneſt manner 
{he thus prayed for her, „ Althighty God, let her 
want no manner of thing that is good. Be with 
her in the way let the angel of thy preſence ac- 
company her, Keep her by night and by day, 
that no evil may happen to her. Oh, give her 
the deſire of her heart in the converſion of her 
ſons! Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come 
unto thee, Direct all her ſteps—let them be poin- 


ted out by thee, and may ſhe follow all thy divine 1 
lcadings. Endue her with that wiſdom which q 
ſitteth by thy throne. Guide her—guard her. Be { 
her buckler, and her ſhield, May ſhe go forth 1 
with joy, and be brought back with peace, having ti 
fulfilled the errand of the Lord ; for, the ſervant | 4 
of the Lord is ſhe.” | 05 
Being then aſked how ſhe was, ſhe anſwered, . 0 

% I am very ill, and yet very well; for, I have h; 
ali I want, The Lord gave health, and the Lord hi 
hath taken it away—blelſed be the name of the Wi 
Lord! He has not ſpared the rod, and I thank — 
him for it. The living, the living ſhall praiſe thee, as w] 
I do this day. Though my reins be conſumed wiih- ed 
in me, yct ſhall my ſoul rejoice in the God of my Fat 
ſalvation: for, like as a father pitieth his chilaren, | 
fo doth the Lord pity me. He gives me medicine ſhe 
in my ſickneſs, both for body and ſoul ; and he we. 
will have me for his own, Every branch in him tro 
that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may yet 5 
enli 


bring forth more fruit. Oh may my fruit be 
unto: holineſs, that my latter- end may be life and 


eace !“ 


| Fo another friend ſhe ſpoke thus. I am * 
a : ail! 
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Hint; and in great pain, to-day. But, Lord, 
when I am weak, be thou my might, and when 
my heart faileth me, be thou the ſtrength of m 
heart, and my eternal reſt. I have choſen thee (lays 
he) in the furnace of afiiflion, and 1 will refine thee 
as ſilver, and I will try thee as gold is tried in the fire, 
and thou ſhalt be mine, in the day that I make up my 
jewels, J come, thy ſervant, Lord, rephes—I 
come to do thy will. 


Though in affliction's furnace tried, 
Unhurt, on ſnares, and death I'll tread : 

Though fin affail, and hell, thrown wide, 
Pour all its flames upon my head, 

Like Moſes” buſh, I'Il mount the higher, 
And flouriſh unconſum'd in fire.“ 


But oh, what am I, that the Lord ſhould be fo 
very good tome |! It is becauſe his mercy endureth 
for ever that I am not conſumed. His love is as 
free as the air we breathe, and, therefore, has he 
mercy upon me. Though he afflicts me, yet he ſays 
to me, Fear none of thoſe things which thou ſhatil ſuffer. 
Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life, The Devil had power to caſt ſome 
of the ſaints of old into priſon, and others of them 
had their ſufferings in different ways : yea Chriſt 
himſelf was put to death in the fleſh; and if I 
would reign with Chriſt, I muſt ſuffer with him, 
—Yes—theſervant muſt be as his Lord. But oh, 
what a joyful day will it be, when all God's afflict- 
ed chu meet together, iu the kingdom of their 
Father!“ 

Diſcourſing on the ſame ſubject, at another time, 
ſhe ſaid, „1 find that I am more emaciated, and 
weaker than ever; but I would not be fatter nor 
ronger than I am : for, I amjuſt as God would 
have me, While I have an eye to him, I ſhall be 
enlightened : and, indecd, I wiſh to fee his will 
in all things, and then to go to him, and ſee him, 
without a veil, for ever. The ſufferings of God's 
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people are but tranſitory- they will ſoon be no 
more —and then, oh then. No ſtorms will ſhake 
them they need fear no wreck in that everlaſting 
haven. i 
When one afterwards ſpoke highly of her, ſhe 
ſaid, © Tam a poor finner—but Jefus Chriſt is a 
great Saviour. It is to his grace I am indebted 
r all that appears good in me, and, indeed, it 
is ſufficient for me. It is his ſtrength which is 
made perfect in my weakneſs, I ſeek not the 
provig of men ; my God knoweth : and it would 
e a dreadful thing to lie unto God, that ſearch- 
eth the heart. I defire that he may keep me low 
in the duſt, that ſo the creature may not exalt 
itſelf; Let me, me, me, be caſt down, and let Chriſt 
be exalted. Let not I live, but Chriſt live in me; 
and oh, that is the happy life!“ | 
May 8. Being aſked how ſhe found herſelf, 
ſhe anſwered, I am ſore pained—but no matter: 
The Lord refreſhes his poor creature by the way, 
and gives me to drink of the brook ; therefore do 
I lift up my hcad, and my heart.“ Then finging 
a verſe which ſhe was very fond of, ſhe made the 
following obſervations from it. When the ſoul 
centers in God, there is a ſort of reſting in him, 
which ſeems to anſwer that command, Pray willi 
out ceaſing. Not that we are always uttering 
ejaculations, but there is a conſtant intercourſe 
between God and the ſaul—an influx and reflux 
(as the myſtics peak) ſo that the ſoul is continu- 
ally receiving from God, and rendering back 
again his gifts, in praiſe and thankſgiving : for it 
becometh the juſt to be thankful, Worthy 1s he 
to be praiſed, from the riſing up of the ſun, unto 
the going down of the ſame,” | 
Though her ſufferings began now to abound, 
yet her conſolations did much more abound ; ſo 
that ſhe ſaid, Thou doſt correct, but thou doſt 
comfort; therefore I have no cauſe for repining. 
The Lord does inſpire and refreſh the hearts of 
them that pant after him. I know 1 ſhall not be 
hurt of the ſecond death,” Much to the ſame 
purpaſe 
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poſe ſhe — the next day, faying, © The 


ord that comforteth the fouls of his people is my 
only for a night, but takes up his abode with me. 
For, though he be the. High and Holy-One that 
inhabiteth eternity, yet he dwells with them that 
are poor in ſpirit: and I am poor indeed, but 
rich in him. Yet I know that fm would again 


But the Keeper and Shepherd of Ifracl will defend 
me. O 2 me like a little child, walking by 
thy fide, and hearing thy voice.“ 

In proportion as death advanced, ſheſeemed to 
ripen. for glory; ſo that, even at thoſe times 
when her fever fo far impaired her underitanding, 
that ſhe could not preſerve a juſt ſeries of thought, 
her mind was diſengaged from all ſenſible objetts, 
and was wholly engroſſed with the inviſible things 
of another world: and though her ideas were, in 


ſome ſenſe, rambling and deſultory, yet no one 


; could properly fay that ſhe raved, or talked 
4 rationally. And as the intercourſe between 
> WH God and her ſoul was always open, ſhe prayed 
1 and ſpake of his goodneſs, without conſidering 
: whether any one in the room was liſtening to her. 
* Once, while her huſband was liſtening, ſhe faid 


8 My beloved ſays to me, Be thou faithful unto death, 
le and I will give thee a crown of life. Oh, they are 


I lweet words ! I have often thought on them with 
* comfort. I now ſee God as through a glaſs dark- 
ck ly, but then I ſhall ſee him face to — and Know 
it lm known. Foraſmuch as Chriſt hath ſuffered + 
he tor us in the fleſh, we ſhould arm ourſelves, 
\to likewife, with the ſame mind ; for he hath 


eſt us an example, that we ſhould follow his 


nd, 2k 
n the evening of May the 10th, ſhe continued 
to witneſs a good confeſſion, ſaying, the Lord 
does Sy me am comforted on every fide, and 
| am a fountain cloſed to all but him. With the 
Lord there is plenteous redemption, and he will re- 
Gem Iſrael from all his intquitics, The grave ſhall 
vt leparate me from him 

| May 


aff, and my ſtay. He is not a gueſt that tarrieth 


make great havoc, if he did not ſupport. me. 
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May 12. In the morning, ſhe breathed the ſame 
Tpirit, preſenting her body and ſoul as a living and 
Holy ſacrifice unto God, © There is no condem- 
nation unto me: for I. know in whom 1 have 
believed. This is, indeed, a time of love. 
Lord, I will praiſe thee—though thou waſt angry 
with me, thine anger 1s turned away, and thou com- 
forteſt me. What is gain to me, may be loſs to 
another; but all is well, - Peace I leave with you 
Jays he, my peace give I unto you-—not as the world 
giveth, give 1 unto you. Lord what am I ? Nothing 
nothing—and yet thou art every thing to me. 
God has done for my ſoul ſuch marvellous things 
as no language can expreſs, He has wrought a 
great change within, having ſubdued the foe, 1 
can now, with freedom, ſay things that might 
have appeared pride before. Self is deſtroy- 
ed - bleſſed be God, I feel it. Not unto me not 


unto me, bnt unto thee, my God, 1 give the 
glory.” . 
At noon, ſhe ſpoke in the following manner 
« I have ſuch a ſtrong aſſurance of my being for t 
ever with the Lord, that death, indeed, appcars 1 
reat gain to me: and it is no wonder that I v 
ſhould wiſh to put off this tenement of clay, and be li 
releaſed from the troubles of this wicked world. ſh 
I now feel that I am a piller fixed in the temple la 
of the Lord, mever more to go out, and that no- de 
thing ſhall ever cauſe a ſeparation between me fee 
and my God.” Then faying, „I am more than a | 
conqueror through him that hath loved me.“ ihe ſor 
repeated (with great deliberation) theſe ſtriking bu 
words of St. Paul, J am perſuaded that neither ble 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nf tin 
owers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, NT eth 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be ing 


able to ſeparate me from the love of God, which 15 10 
Chriſt Feſus, my Lord.” Then ſhe added, Ihe 
enemy ſhall gain no advantage of me ; 4 
my Jeſus will come ſhortly to receive me (0 
kimſelf, that where he is, there I may be _ i 


fr 


- 
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May 1g. She ſpoke as follows : My God fo 
: ſuſtains and ftrengthens me, that ſuffering: now 


. appears nothing to me. In his light I ſee light. 
G He is with me, of a truth; and when I have my 
; God, what would I have more ? Though thou 
. ſhouldſt bring me down to the pit of corruption, 
0 thou wilt raiſe me up again. The ſhackles wilt 


'u ſoon be knocked off, and the priſoner be releaſed. 


Id Then ſhall all things which appear myſterious, 
19 now, be fully unravelled. But even at preſent, I 
je. know that my God doth all things well. It is not 
5 our buſineſs to reaſon, but to obey. The ſimple 
a child muſt be led by its Father, That heart muſt 
[ be pure indeed, into which the King of glory 
gut enters. Self muſt go out, before he will come 
oy- in, Surely, I want nothing but my God=My 
not body is on earth, but my ſoul is in heaven, And 
the oh, how {weet it is to enjoy the company of the 
King of ſaints !” Some time afterwards ſhe ſaid, 
* «* My fleſh is gone, but Chriſt is come, and 
for that's a good exchange. I loved to ſerve thee, 
cars my God, from my youth, but other things pre- 
it 1 vented me——the defire of the eye, and the pride of 
d be life. When a viſitor expreſſed her ſurpriſe that 
orld. ſhe could ſpeak and look ſo cheerful, while ſhe 
mple laboured under ſuch a complication of difor- 
t no- dets, ſhe anſwered, . 4 merry heart is a continual 
n me feaſt,” : ; 
han 2 On another occaſion, ſhe ſaid, „I have a very 
„ ſhe lore mouth, ſo that I know not what I can eat; 
king bur my God will give me whatever is moſt ſuita- 
tet ble. 1 have had a ſtrong fever on me for a long 
, Nr ame, and little ſupport from the meat that periſh- 
ie, not eth; but that meat which endureth unto everlaſt- 
hall be ing life has put ſtrength in me. It has been my 
h is in — in adverſity my Joy in grief my eaſe in 
ebe ain,” ; 
; and May 16. When aſked about her health, ſhe 
me t0 anſwered; 4 All is well, for Chriſt is mine—all is 
lo.“ lafe, and will be ſo. It is ſaid, they ſhall fleep in 


the duſt of the earth ; and, ſurely, fleep is ſweet 
ta 


7.7 


to the weary, Oh, what a feirful thing did death 
once appear to me! I was always much more afraid 
of it, than any of my father's family; but now 
that the ſting is removed, I long to lay my body 1 


down: my ſpirit ſhall mount up, where there 
ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, j 
neither any more pain; for (as it is written) al! thy, \ 
former things are paſſed away—=Behold ! I make all 
things new. But even now it cannot properly be 8 
ſaid, that I have ſorrow,” Again ſhe (aid, +1 & 

am often comforted with the thought of putting 
off this mortal body, and being clothed with in- 95 
mortality. Indeed, I never could think that * 
the Lord would do ſuch great things for me * 
as he hath done. I was. a fearful creature * 
—but all fear is now taken away : and not 1; 
only ſo, but I am filled with peace and com- bs 
ort.“ | 
Few, who have died a natural death, ſuffered Y 
more in the fleſh, than ſhe did. Is it not then | 
much to be wondered at, that ſhe could undergo Wiſh. 
it with ſuch fortitude, and invincible patience ? Ne 
But what cannot the mighty God do for his WW: 


ſaints! | 
* Theſe words of St. Peter (ſaid ſhe) were 
brought to my mind to-day, The God of all gract, 
after that you have ſuffered awhile, make you perfect, 
ftabliſh, ſtrengthen, and ſettle you. Suffering, I lee, 
mult go firſt: Think it not ſtrange, ſays the Apoſtle, 
concerning the fiery trial which 1s to try Jon, as though 
ome ſtrange thing happened unto you but Teoi%, 
2 = ye — 2 of Chriſt's ſufferings, 
that when his glory ſhall be revealed, ye may be glad 
alſo, with exceeding joy. . Shall I not, then, for the 
joy ſet before me, endure the croſs, as Chriſt did: 
Il am ſuffering with Chriſt ; but f ye ſuffer with nt 
(ſays he } ye ſhall alſo reign with me. 


Thrice bleſſed bliſs! inſpiring hope 's 
It lifts the fainting ſpirits up ow 
It brings to life the dead: 1 | 


- 
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My conflicts here ſhall ſoon be paſt, 
And then I ſhall aſeend at laſt, 
Triumphant with my Head. 


Ido bear about in my body the dying of the Lord e- 
ſus, that the. life, alſo, of Jeſus may be made manifeſt 
in my mortal body. The wages of fin is, ſurely, death; 
but I am delivered from its power—it has no do- 
minion over me, Yet it might again get the aſ- 
cendency, if the Watchman of Iſrael did not kcep 
a | 

Her hufband expreſſing his ſympathy with her, 
the laid, When I. have ſuch conſolation and 
ſupport, it is fitting I ſhould ſuffer in the body; 
and it is a ſign that I am God's child; for, whom 


re he loveth he chafteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon and 

ot daughter that he receiveth, Yes, yes—l am no baj- 

Ne tard, for I am not without chaſtiſement. God ſpared 

not his own Son in the fleſh—yea, he ſpared not 

red himfelf, but laid down his life for me—for me. 

nen May 18, She was in a moſt bleſſed frame. I 

rgo have had {ſaid ſhe) a ſuffering, but a happy night. 

ce 7 Never did God fo ſupport and comfort me. Oh, 

his lat ſweet fellowſhip have I had with him! The © 

angel of his preſence was with me, of a truth, L 

were ommuned with him on my bed, and that text of 

race, eripture came with great ſweetnefs to my mind, 

fell, have finiſhed the work thou haſt given me to do ; ſo 

| ſee, hat I verily believe all things concerning me are 

oltle, ccompliſhed : and I am now in the hands of my 
houg od, to do with me, juſt as he pleaſes, I never 
VINE bought a dying bed (if this be one) could have | 
. een rendered ſo eaſy and comfortable: but all | 
e gla ungs are poſſible with God. If he be pleaſed to 
oy al me hence, all things are ready. I ſeem to 


we nothing to do but to die, and be at reſt.” 
May 19. To a friend that came to ſee her, ſhe .- 
id, „J am ſo weak that I cannot ſpeak ſo much | 
d the praiſe of my God as my heart wiſhes ; but | o 
's 1 muſt ſay, that though my body ſuffers, I am 3 
owned with mercy and loving-kindneſs. Perfect '1 

ve hath caſt out all fear, 1 am delivered from i 


ith me 


My 
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' the ſecond death, therefore the firſt death hath no 
ſting, Every pain that I feel is the medicine of 
love, I am fooliſh, but God 1s all-wiſe, and 
knows what is beſt for the profiting of my ſoul; 
therefore, J defire that he may chooſe for me. 
What have I to do with this world, or its plea- 
ſures ? I defire to be like a lamb, and to be bound 
to my Saviour's croſs,” Her thoughts beginning 
then to grow very confuſed, ſhe ſaid, “Lord, 
keep my tongue as with a bridle. I always think 
I have moſt peace, when I ſpeak leaſt.” On this, 
ſhe lay quiet for ſome time, and when her viſitor 
roſe up to go away, ſhe laid, © Farewel—peace 
be with you,” 

The ſervant then coming into the room, ſhe 
ſaid to her, with joy ſparkling in her counte- 
nance, * Surely, Rebecca, I am going away from 
forrow and pain. My good friends here have 
told me, that I am very ncar my end. What a 
comfortable thought! Heaven is in view: Chriſt 
is my friend: my anchor's ſure, What could 
God do more for me than he has done? He has 
made all my bed in my fickneſs : he has comfort- 


| 

| 
ed me on every fide: he has blotted out all my 
tranſgreſſions, and diſſipated all my fears. Death 95 
is only a meſſenger of peace ſent to comfort me. | ? 
My bones are ſore, but they will ſoon get reſt, 0 : 
my dear {ſaid ſhe to her huſband) acquaint all my 7 
friends that I die in the Lord. Yet 1 longer, 8 


and I ſhall be no more with you. Tis true, I lov 
you ; but my prayer now muſt be, 


Ye carthly loves, be far away— 
Saviour be thou my love alone ! 

No more may mine uſurp the fway, 
But in me thy great will be done.” 


Calling her ſon to her, ſhe then ſaid, “ 0 1 
dear child, let me give you the advice that David 
when he was dying, gave to his fon Solomon 
Know thou the God of thy father, and ſerve him wil 
a perfect heart, and with a willing mind : if thou j 
him, he will be found of thee, but if thou forfak: li 


- 
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he will caft thee for ever. Therefore, ' cleave. to 
him with full purpoſe of heart : and. endeavour 


always to keep yourſelf well employed, for idle- 


neſs is the root of all evil,” | 54 
To her huſband ſhe ſaid, My dear love, take 

care to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 

God, that you may be perfect, and entire, lackin 


nothing. Do not ſorrow for me; but when 


am gone, ſay, The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
talen away—blefſed be the name of the Lord“. 
When two viſitors came in, after the common 
ſalutations were over, ſhe ſaid to them, I am 
happy, happy kept, by love's almighty power. 
The conſolations of the Lord are ſtrong with me, 


nd I am brought into liverty—the full, glorious, 
and perfect liberty of the children of God.” 


On her friends riſing to take leave of her, ſhe - 
ſaid to one of them, My dear Mrs. D , 
Give God your heart—and let not the world come 
between you and him. Oh pray to him, that you 
may be waſhed in the blood of Chriſt, which alone 
can cleanſe ig from original guilt : and, indeed, 
except you be purified by grace, you can never 


enter into the kingdom of heaven, Cleave to God, 


and he will never forſake you; but, when you 
come to die, you ſhall die in peace, as I do. 
Though my ſufferings ære very great, yet the Lord 
E799 put patience under them, and he will give 
me a happy iſſue out of all my afflictions though 


I know not how to call them afflictions, his rod 


and his aff ſo comfort me. I never was ſo com- 
poled, I find that all is calm within, Farewel !” 
In the evening, while another friend was with 
her, ſhe made Won with her mouth unto ſalvation, 
laying, 12 Chriſt, and all with Chriſt, is mine. 
©5, yes I am ſealed a child of God unto the day 
of eternal redemption. Therefore do I praiſe him 
with my whole heart. While I have any being, I 
will ling praiſes unto my God.” The gentleman, 
who was with her then aſked her, if ſhe had any 
. vice to give him: © Yes, I have” —replied ſhe. 
Caſt off the world—leave all behind=I do not 


M | mean 
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mean to ſay that you are a worldly-minded man; 
but you are ſo entangled with the affairs of life, 
that you cannot ſerve your God as you ought to 
do. Quit buſineſs, then—and be patient under 
every trial that God is pleaſed to bring upon you, 
watching againſt the ſin that doth ſo caſily beſet 
you, Let there be no clog to your chariot-wheels, 
nd you will run the ſmoother through life, Lil- 
ten to the ſmall ſtill voice that calls you, and be 
faithful to thy God” Now !ſaid he) have you 
any thing to ſay to my wife?“ She replied, “ Yes 
charge her from me to be found of God in peace, 
without ſpot, and blameleſs, Let her give all diligence 
to make her calling and election ſure, Tell her, One 
thing is needful.” Then, at his requeſt, ſhe gave 
him her arting bleſſing, | 
"The Flowing day, May 21, about five o'clock 
in the evening, ſhe was ſeized with the rattles in 
her throat ; and immediately knowing that the 
time of her departure was at hand, ſhe cried out, 
„ feel death plainly working in me, but he is a 
welcome meſſenger : he is not a king of terrors to 
my ſoul. No, no—the thoughts of putting off 
this corruptible body are truly ſweet. Bleſſed be 
God, that I have ſuch a near proſpett of being ever 
with him! Oh what a dreadful thing it would 
be to be without Chrifl, in a dying hour! but he 
is with me, and all he has he has for me. Though 
my heart and my fleſh faileth, he is the ſtrength 
of my heart, and my portion for ever. Thou halt 
redeemed me, O God of truth—keep me to the 
end, and let me die in peace. Well] have no, 
thing now to do but to die; for, I am 8 
through the Beloved; and though young, die 
full of days, being worn out in the ſervice of 
my God. It is true, J am in ſuch pain that I can- 
not look up—but my heart is fixed, truſting 
the Lord: and, furely, he does not require the 


lifting up of mine eyes—yet I will try.“ Then 


raifirg them upwards, ſhe ſaid, „O Father, Son, 


and Holy "Ghoſt, 1 deſire to render thec mot 
| | hearty 
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hearty thanks for all the favours thou haſt con- 
ferred upon me, from my birth to my death. Into | 
| thy hands I commend my ſpirit! Take my dear 
huſband, my children, and all my friends into 
: thy care and protection.“ Letting her eyes then 
, fall, ſhe looked tenderly on her huſband and ſaid, 
« Farewel, my dear.” 
Alter ſome time ſhe faid, „Come, Lord Jeſus, 
6 come quickly make no long tarrying. O my 
u God. But if thou wouldſt have me ſtay a little 
5 longer, I would not go one moment before — 
time, but ſuffer on, until it be thy pleaſure to call 
me away.“ | 
One ſaying to her, ©& You will ſoon be at reſt 
in Abraham's boſom,” ſhe replied, „It is 
lovely Jeſus in glory—the Lamb on the throne 
that my ſoul chiefly longs to ſee. Abraham 
was a good man, but not to be compared 
to my Saviour, Oh, what love did he thew 
to redeem me! And thall I not patiently bear 
my momentary pain, when I conſider that God 
himſelf came down to earth, to ſuffer in my 
ſtead ? | | 
Towards night, two gentlemen defired to ſee her 
one of whom was an entire ſtranger. To her ac- 
quaintance ſhe ſaid, „Death is diſarmed of his 
ſting— I have obtained the victory through the 
blood of the Lamb. My treaſure, and my con- 
verſation are in heaven.” Obſerving the fmiles 
on her face, and finding her happineſs ſo great, 
he could not bglieve that ſhe was dying; and 
| therefore aſked her if ſne had any pain: on which 
lhe anſwered, Oh yes—my body is on the rack, 
but my ſoul is in peace.” 
The other gentleman, miſtaking her words, ſaid, 
* Yes, Madam, It ts finiſhed ;” alluding to our 
Saviour's words on the croſs. Knowing that ma- 
ny made an improper uſe of them, by preſumtu- 
ouſly truſting in the ſacrifice of Chriſt, without 
any perſonal intereſt in him, through that un- 
ſeigned faith of the goſpel, which juftifieth the 
ungodly, 
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ungodly, overcometh the world; worketh by love, and 
2 the heart, (hc, therefore, replied, . Bleſſed 
e 


e God, It is finiſhed. The work of grace is finiſh- 

d in my heart. Chriſt, by his Spirit, has clean- 
ſed me from all my filthineſs, and made all things 
new : therefore, ſhall I be with him where he is, 
ro behold his glory.” Theother making anſwer, 
«© Chrilt is the only foundation,” - ſhe cricd out, 
Do you think that I am not built upon the, 
rock? I know I am: and may that blood which 
has waſhed me from my fins, be ſprinkled upon 

vou.“ N 

Her pain and weakneſs increaſing, ſhe requel- 
ted the nurſe to fit behind her, in order to bear 
up her head; then ſhe ſaid “ O Jeſus, my Lord, ! 
have glorified thee on earth—I have finiſhed the 
work thou haſt given me to do,” 

After lying ſilent for ſome time, ſhe ſuddenly 
burſt out into prayer, as if ſhe had ſome conflict 
with the Tempter. My God, leave me not, 
neither forſake me. Let not the enemy gain any 
advantage over me. | 

Upon this her huſband ſaid to her, „ hope, 
my 4 that the enemy has gained no advantage 
over you;“ to which ſhe replied, „My confidence 
is {till as great as ever, but my conſolation is not ſo 
ſtrong as it was. But, Lord, do with me as 
ſeemeth beſt in thy ſight, If I have not comfort 
here, I ſhall have it hereafter. My Jeſus ſuffered 
the ſame, and I muſt be conformed to him. And, 
Lord, Iam content to ſuffer with thee, that I may 
reign with thee. To ſuffer, and to triumph with 
Chriſt is ſweet,” 

Being in great torture, ſhe ſaid, «I feel as if 

the weight of the whole world was upon mc. 

I was to lie down, I believe my pain would be 

much ſooner over; but I muſt not haſten my de- 
arture—lI will wait the Lord's leiſure.” She then 

lifted up her hands, in a praying poſture, and 

kept them under her chin, - a long time, with- 


out ſpeaking : at laſt, gently lowering her hands, 
X an 


E 


and laying them by her ſides, with a ftrong, 
clear voice, ſhe cried out, „Thou haſt heard my 
rayer, O Lord thou haſt given me the victory. 
My God is come—glory is 2 My heart is 
fixed—my life is hid with Chriſt in God—I am 
like wax. Shall I ſay anymore? I would ſpeak 
the praiſes of my God while my tongue could 
move; but it is now grown ſo {tiff and big, that 
k can ſcarce ſay a word more. Farewel.“ 
Though from the poſition of her hands and eyes, 
it did not 1,1 wa that ſhe was Praying, yet ſhe 
have: 500g the word Amen“ diſtinctly, four or 
ve times, in the ſpace of a quarter of an hour; 
and then ſaid “ Thy kingdom come—Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. I go'to joys 
above: and accordingly ſhe did go, without a 
groan, to that gracious God, in whoſe preſence there 
is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right-hand there are 
pleaſures for evermore. | 44 
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